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Historical Society of Quincy & Adams Co.

= Museum Volunteer

The Museum gets several visitors a day and the Society is in
need of greeters and general support. Meer interesting peoplf
and be a part of explaining our history.

= QGovernor_John Wood Mansion Tour Guide
Learn to become a tour guide for the Mansion. People come
from all over the country to see the home and guides are
needed. Tour guide training will be provided.

%= Woodland Cemetery “Ghost” Interpreter

For those that enjoy acting or history, play a character in one
of our cemetery tours.

% Orther Volunteer Opportunities

There are many other ways to help the Sociery. Bea
volunteer for the Education Program or write for our “Once
Upnn a Time” column in the Herald-Whig. Work on our
beautiful grounds supporting the Master Gardeners.

John Wood Caught California
Gold Rush Fever

" g i
Lhacomen Hatory
i !!li'.‘\.l.'l-l"\.;.ﬁ.l\-ﬁ.i\- i ||l.'-\.i:1r,:~

Cover Photo: Image of the Governor Joh  For more information call the Historical
Wood Mansion from a postcard in the

Historical Society collection. SﬂCiﬂt}’ at 217-222-1835 or email at
info@hsqac.org
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Get to Know Board Members of HSQAC

Arlis Dittmer

Originally
from Chicago,
Arlis Dittmer
lives on a farm
in southern
Hancock County.
She and her
husband bought
a 1786 house in
Massachusetts and brought it back i
pieces to reconstruct on their farm in
lllinois thus giving new meaning to
their love of antiques. ey raised four
sons and have nine grandchildren.

Arlis Dittmer

Arlis is a retired health sciences
librarian who spent most of her
career at Blessing Health System. S
graduated from the University of
lllinois and has graduate degrees fro
Loyola University in Chicago and the
University of Missouri, Columbia.
With two degrees in history and
one in library science, Arlis is an
avid researcher and writer who has
coordinated the Once Upon a Time
column in theQuincy Herald Whig
since 2014. She has been on the Bg
of Directors since 2016 and nds the

N

history of her adopted area fascinati

OFFICERS:

Arlis Dittmer, President
Jack Freiburg,*1Vice President
Gabrielle Rober,"2Vice President
Joe Newkirk, Secretary
Jan Hummel, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
William Arp, George Crickard,
Terrell Dempsey, Rich Keppner,
Lynn Niewohner, Will Meckes, Chuck
Radel, Tim Schieferdecker,
Lynn Snyder, Melissa Sullivan,
Brad Tietsort

STAFF:
Rob Mellon, Executive Director

Jean Kay, Research Librarian & Archivist the History Museum on the Square.

Susi DeClue, O ce Manager
Tom Billington, Grounds
Heather Bangert, Gi Shop Sta

1ded large groups of students, parents,

helV

RV camping.

atd Washington, D.C. and Williamsburg

Chuck Radel
it
c' '

—

Chuck grew
up in rural
Hancock County
near Nauvoo.
He attended
Quincy College,
accepted a
teaching position
at Quincy Junior
High, and was an

Chuck Radel

interdisciplinary team leader. He later

became the district’s transportation
director and returned to Junior High
as assistant principal. He has a B. S.
and a M. A. degree in history and
administrative certi cation. Chuck anc
ife, Gerry, have two children and tw
grandchildren. ey enjoy travel and

Radel taught U.S. history and
enjoyed including local history in the
curriculum. He also provided his
Junior High students with several eld

local 1976 celebration. He also served
on Quincy’s Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission and helped create the
new debate plaza, Looking for Lincoln
wayside exhibits, and Lincoln-Douglas
Debate Interpretive Center. Currently,
he is vice president of the Quincy
Park Foundation, a board member

of the Interpretive Center and of
Quincy’s Lincoln Legacy, and Quincy’s
representative on the Abraham Lincoln
National Heritage Area Steering
Council.

Jack Freiburg

Jack Freiburg is
| a sixth generation
D resident of
Quincy and a
third generation
independent
insurance agent.
His great, great,
great grandfather, -

i
f'i [

Jack Freiburg

experiences each year in order to mak&nton Delabar, was

history come alive. Chuck led groups
of 8th grade students on summer trips

VA. For 30 years he organized and

and sponsors on summer wilderness
canoeing and camping trips in the
Quetico Provincial Park in Ontario,
Canada.

Chuck has been a Society board
member more years than not since
1974. He has served as treasurer,
vice-president, and several terms as
president and is currently chair of the
Building and Grounds Committee. He
has helped accomplish a number of
Society projects including coordinatin
the rst couple of years of the “Once
Upon a Time in Quincy” column in
the Quincy Herald-Whigcreating the
Lincoln Gallery, and facilitating the
transition of the Gardner Museum to

Radel was appointed chairman of
Adams County’s U.S. Bicentennial
Commission, which organized the

from the rst German family to come to

s Quincy. Jack graduated with honors in

,three years from lllinois State University
and attended the graduate Im school at
the University of Southern California. He
owned his own Independent Insurance
Agency for 25 years and worked for
another agency for the last years of his
career. He retired two years ago.

His hobbies include attending auctions,
buying and selling antiques, and hunting,
shing, and doing almost anything
outdoors. He especially enjoys collecting
items in the hunting and shing eld.

» He has traveled extensively visiting ve
continents and over 30 countries. He has
gbeen a Rotarian for 37 years, is a Past
President of the Quincy Club, and is
currently serving as a Rotary Assistant
District Governor.

He is the proud father of three children
and four grandchildren.

He is also proud of Quincy’s history
and architecture and hopes promoting
these two Quincy treasures becomes one
of the community’s priorities.
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Col. George lles:
Pilot from Quincy to the World

By Linda Riggs May eld
e wording is eloquently simple on the
gravestone at Sierra View Memorial Par
in Olivehurst, Calif.:

GEORGE J ILES

COL US AIR FORCE
WWII KOREA VIETNAM
Nov 6 1918 Dec 9 2004

e simplicity belies the magnitude of the
in uence of the man who was laid to rest
there.

George J. lles was born to Mr. and Mrs.
George D. lles of 1416 N. 14th just a fey
days before the armistice was signed th
ended World War I. Quincy was largely
a racially segregated city in 1918. Patric
McGinley wrote, “Although Quincy had
the rst anti-slavery society in lllinois
and was Stop No. 1 on the northern leg
of the Underground Railroad in lllinois,
most of those who opposed slavery still

v

K

Keep us flying!

L !
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BUY WAR B

N
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World War Il war bonds poster featuring a bla
pilot. No African-American had ever served a I - )
a U.S. military pilot before the Tuskegee AirmeAuskegee Experiment would fail, but it

e success of the program helped set the stag
the integration of the U.S. military a er WWII.
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did not believe in the equality of African
Americans. ey opposed slavery but
did not want to associate with African
Americans in society, and did not want

their children to associate with children of

color in school”

In 1862 Colored School No. 1 was openef*

at 10th and Spring, and Colored School
No. 2 was built next to it, then enlarged

to replace it in May 1872. It was renamed ;

Lincoln School.

A new two-story Lincoln School with 22
rooms and a capacity of 400 was built in
1910, but by 1933, about 30 percent of

Althe black children attended other Quincy

elementary schools, and only 126 were
enrolled at Lincoln. Young George lles
attended Lincoln.

George J. lles was born in Quincy in 1918. In

George played football and graduated fromv39 he became Quincy’s rst black pilot when
Quincy High School in 1935 and enrolledhe nished a ight training program. He was

at Quincy College. In 1939, while still

enrolled, lles took the opportunity to earn

accepted to the Army Air Corps Tuskegee
Institute in 1943 and graduated in May, 1944.

a private pilot’s license under the Civilian

Pilot Training Program, thus becoming
Quincy’s rst black pilot.

With Hitler gaining power in Europe, the
United States was taking precautionary
measures. lles learned that there was a
federal initiative to train black pilots for
military duty. A segregated facility for the
Army Air Corps program to train about
1,000 black men had been established &
Tuskegee Institute near Biloxi, Miss. He
applied in 1942 and was accepted into
the program in 1943. So many doubted
that black men could y airplanes, the
program was referred to as the Tuskege
Experiment.

A key leader in the program was Lt. Col
Benjamin Davis Jr., a graduate of West
Point, and later the rst black general in
the Air Force.

gkles said, “Many people thought the

taskmaster because he knew that the future
of blacks in aviation was riding on our
success.”

e program was a success--of the almost
1,000 men accepted, more than 900
completed the rigorous program and
became Tuskegee Airmen.

h

it les graduated in May 1944, receiving
his commission and pilot rating. A er
several months of ghter training in South
Carolina, he was sent to Europe in October
as part of the 332nd Fighter Group,

e 99th Pursuit Squadron, organized and
commanded by Davis.

e Tuskegee Airmen’'s assignment was to
provide ghter escorts for the big bombers
ying over ltaly. A 1973 article in e
Herald-Whig published shortly before

the colonel's retirement summarized the
achievements of the Tuskegee Airmen: “In
a 13-day period during World War II, the

edien't” He described Davis as “a very ste

2r®9th completed 231 e ective sorties out

hsgac.orq 217-222-1835




underbolt, and other American aircra .

of 246 airborne aircra. ey destroyed

12 enemy planes and got two probables
during the same period. ey lost one
U.S. plane and two were missing.” lles al
ew missions stra ng and dive-bombing
ground targets in Austria and Germany.

On a mission over Germany in February|
1945, lles’ plane was hit by anti-aircra
re. He continued ying long enough to
be in radio contact with his leader and
was told to try to make it to Switzerland
and land, but soon all communication

ended. For months, no one knew if he hadaviators of an Allied bomber, however,

survived. His wife, the former Cornelia
Elizabeth Vinton, living with her mother g
2026 Spruce, in Quincy, received an o ¢
letter notifying her that he was missing ir
action and that he had been awarded thg
air medal with one oak leaf cluster.

Actually, lles had crash landed his plane
a eld near Augsburg. He was immediate

multi-national prison camp in Nuremberg
where 10 of the Tuskegee Airmen were
held.

e black pilots expected the Germans to
be extra harsh to them, but lles reported
“I went through several POW camps ...

e P-51C Mustang was used by several Tuskegee Airmen from July 1944 to March 1946. e airmen asB-2vAhicobra, P-40 Tomahawk, P-47

black pilots just like the white pilots. lles
later said, “It was our rst experience of
being treated equally, equally bad, but
sequally.” My friends and | thought it was
very ironic, because everywhere else w
been, we were segregated and treated ¢
inferior. We had to get shot down to be
treated as equals’”

When Germany evacuated the Nurembd
prison camp, prisoners were marched
south for 10 to 12 days. ey begged for
food from the homes they passed. e

mistook them for German troops and

it strafed them, killing 20 of the prisoners.

ale incident was devastating to some of
the leaders, who, lles said, “began to fal

> apart” Enlisted men stepped up and car|

for the injured and obtained food. One

older farm woman invited lles and some

Msaid she was more concerned about her

was on the German front lines.

e American prisoners, including the

months later. lles said, “When | returned
to the United States ... there was still

iRyf the others into her home for a meal. He

returned to Tuskegee and became a pilot
instructor.

George lles was chosen for special military
~gntelligence training in Virginia, and then
y,ssent to Army intelligence school at Lowry
Air Force Base in Denver. He received
another promotion in rank. lles and
Cornelia had a son, Bruce Adrian. His wife
rgnd son joined him in Denver while he
was in the intelligence school.

lles continued his college education and
graduated from Boston University with a
bachelor’s degree in business in 1948.

Finally, in that same year, President

Harry Truman signed an executive

cfrder ending segregation in the armed
orces. By the time the family settled in

Colorado, lles had begun a long and highly

successful career in the U.S. Air Force. He

subsequently had assignments in several

states and in Germany, Italy, England,

Japan, Vietnam and ailand, specializing

as an intelligence o cer.

[¢%]

>

| Unfortunately, much of lles’ history is not

pilots, were liberated by Allied forces a few

" preserved in ways that are easily accessible
to the public. Fortunately, family members
kept extensive scrapbooks of newspaper

but the Germans treated me and the oth

only one base that would accommodate
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©black pilots, and that was Tuskegee” He

clippings showing the recognition their




relative received when he returned to
Quincy on visits throughout his illustrious
career. In addition to recording the
locations and length of his assignments,
the clippings show him receiving
recognition a er recognition, including
when he worked as an intelligence o cer
for Air Force reconnaissance in Europe
and attended an air tactical school in
Florida.

In Korea lles was an intelligence o cer in
the Far East headquarters of the Air Forcq
Returning to the United States, he becam
an instructor in the Air Force Department
of Intelligence Training. He received a
Bronze Star for meritorious service.

In 1965, lles was sent to Bangkok as a
commander of the special intelligence

uni_t. Aer ailand he returned to the __ lles pictured with other pilots. e Army Air Corps program at Tuskegee, Alabawved pocoe
United States and served at Fort Belvoir ing tremendous success with more than 900 pilots completing the rigorousrichimiegraing

Virginia as head of the program’s division Tuskegee Airmen.
—

of the 1127th Field Activities Unit.

Col. lles was awarded the Purple Heart
with one oak leaf cluster, and the Air Forc
Commendation Medal.

While serving his country in the U.S.
and around the world and accumulating
numerous completed curricula in military g
education, lles continued his nonmilitary
education, as well. He followed his
bachelor’s degree from Boston University
with a master’s degree.

While stationed in ailand, lles endured
a father’s grief when his son, Cpl. Bruce

Adrian lles, died in action in Vietnam
on May 15, 1967. Nevertheless, inan  Colonel George J. lles Elementary School opened in 2018 in Quincy honoring/thadssreice
interview given only a few months later of Quincy’'s Tuskegee Airman. e school’s nickname is the Red Tails.

lles asserted his sense of obligation to

complete the mission begun in Vietnam. SPortsmanship, decision making and truth of his statement.

integrity. . .
distinguished service in the U.S. Army  les died Dec. 9, 2004, and was laid to  Schools Board voted to name the new
and Air Force, lles retired. He and his  estin Sierra View Memorial Park in elementary school to be built at 3111 N.

second wife, Jola Marie Neesen, of Vemo,OIivehurst, California. In an interview 12th near the lllinois Veterans Home
Holland, (also spelled Vola in the family ~With Hope Green for the Boston Universityin honor of lles. Colonel George J. lles
clippings), and their son, Danny, settled weekly, he said, “I was alwa)_/s very p_roud Elementary School opened for the fall
in Marysville, Calif. lles believed that the that the rstelement in American society semester of 2018.

area o ered the opportunity to create an to integrate was the U.S. military. I_ think _ _ _ _
organization to promote understanding ~ the Tuskegee Airmen had a hand in Dr. Linda Riggs May eld is a writer,

and build character in children through ~ nastening the integration of blacks into theeducation consultant and editor. She
sports. In 2000, he founded the nonpro t Civilian world, because we proved during retired from the associate faculty of

lles Academy of Golf for Kids in World War I that we could do the job Blessing-Rieman College of Nursing and
Marysville with his good friend Fred as well as anybody else.” He had served IS now the Literacy Outreach Specialist
Hayes. e academy was founded to teach hiS country as a pilot, instructor and at John Wood Community College. She
children golf but also leadership skills, ~ intelligence o cer in three wars andon 15 2 former o cer on the board of the
three continents, clearly demonstrating théfistorical Society.
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CALFTOWN
COOKBOOK RECIPE | | 1

“is recipe was given to me by Mrs. From the kitchen of Berta Rees
Charlotte Frank, the mother of Rudy Frank :
is an authentic German recipe from her me Ingredients: excess. Cook ,
delicious recipes’” Berta Rees 1 Ib. hamburger or cooked ham, Maultaschen in .
ground ne salt water for 6 td? g -
Rudolf Frank was the manager of the Cooked chopped spinach 8 minutes.
Lincoln-Douglas Hotel in Quincy from 1939 to Sautéed onion, chopped ne
1953 when the hotel was bought by Schimmel Y cup bread crumbs Can be served
Hotels. A er leaving the Lincoln-Douglas, he 3 or 4 whole eggs in soup or with
served as manager of the Hotel Louis Joliet in Salt, pepper, nutmeg buttered bread
Joliet, the LeClaire Hotel in Moline, and the crumbs over it. IR
Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Spring eld. He s Also good when fried in melted butter
moved to Arizona toward the end of his career Directions: to your taste.
and managed hotels in the Tucson area. Mix the above good and spread on ; o
noodle dough. Fold over noodle Recipe available in the Cal own Cookbook.
He was the former President of the lllinois dough, press together and cut o

Hotel Association and the Arizona Apartment

and Motel Management Association. Mrs.

Charlotte Frank lived in Quincy from 1949 t0  Editor's note: e traditional German dish Maultaschen (literal translationutmbags) is originally

1962 when she returned to Germany to live from Swabia, a southwestern region of Germany. While Maultaschen are sawitali; they are

with her daughter. Mrs. Frank died at the age usually larger -- 3-4 % inches across. e outer layer is pasta dough and the lling is a mixtueslof minc
of 88 in 1969 in Stuttgart, Germany. or smoked meat, spinach, onions, and bread crumbs plus seasonings such asl@g @pet, pameg.

Order M $10 ea.

Phone Email

Mail check and this form to HSQAC, 425 S. 12th St., Quincy, IL 62301. Cookbooks may be picked up at
the HSQAC Of ce at 425 South 12th and at Quincy’s History Shop, 332 Maine St. If you need shipping
information, call the of ce at 217-222-1835.

Rudy Frank’s ‘Playground’ is Invaded by Bear

Otto K. Eitel, president of the Bismarck on the back door it retreated when Mrs. When
Hotel company in Chicago, and an uncle of Sherhag shouted and turned on the lights.  three
Rudy Frank, manager of the Hotel Lincoln- e beast didn't give up, however; it made a  deputy
Douglas here, told ursday in a letter of how circuit of the building, standing on its hind game
his elderly aunt from Amsterdam, Holland, legs and peering in each window before nallywardens
escaped from a big brown bear which broke departing. en the following night the bear  arrived,
into a hunting lodge in the Wisconsin north  returned and, instead of just scratching on thethey shot

woods. door, broke it down. and killed
the bear,

Eitel owns the lodge on Owl Lake near Mrs. Sherhag ed upstairs and telephoned which was .
Mercer, Wis., where a number of Quincyans for help. Meanwhile the bear made a standing near an icehouse, about 100 feet from
have enjoyed summer vacations. Mr. Frank shambles of the downstairs, breaking china the lodge. e Eitels plan to ship the bear to
had gone to the lodge for the past 12 summersnd upsetting furniture. To make its visit Chicago to have it stu ed.

complete, the animal helped itself to the food

e “story of the bear” began Sunday in the icebox, which it somehow managed to ~ Story originally printed in th@uincy

evening when Mrs. Katie Sherhag, 74, Eitel's open. Herald-Whigon Friday, July 22, 1949.

aunt, was alone at the lodge. A er scratching
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Connecticut Yan'_ké'és ;
deC|de to settle 1 Mendon

Pearl Mills in Mendon was a steam ouring mill owned by the Bradley family! Bradiey came to lllinois in the wagon train led by Col. Chittenden.

By Linda Riggs May eld
e rst settlers in what became Mendon

Township in Adams County were farmers.

e Ebenezer Riddle family’s ancestors
had come to Pendleton County, Kentucky

from Ireland in the 1700s. In 1829 Ebenez

came north and bought 320 acres of
land in the southeast quarter of Section
9 in Mendon Township. By 1834 he had
prepared enough hand-sawn wood to bu
what was almost certainly the rst frame
house there. Teenager John C. Hardy cal
from Tennessee in 1830 and established
a farm in Section 29. He married in 1835
and years later was described as “one of
early, energetic, and enterprising citizens
who have used their energies and exertic
toward the county’s improvement and
prosperity...."

A er the American Revolution ended
in:1783 and the Constitution-was nally
adopted in 1789, the states turned their
Western land claims over to the new fedg
government. € new country’s economy
was unstable, weather contributed to sev

leaving one’s land to the oldest son was
still strong, so many of the young adults
were eager to leave New England and h
west. at rst generation had challenges
and opportunities that had never existed
&nd young families followed the rivers int
the lands west of the Appalachians by th
thousands.

Beginning about 1790, the great
Idevangelistic revival called the Second G
Awakening had begun sweeping through
m@lew England, touching thousands of live
Yale College in New Haven, Conn., was
considered to be one of the centers for t
thelligious awakening. Several of the rst
families who moved to Adams County
Ngid not intend to farm but to start new
communities based on Yankee commitm
to frugality, hard work, education and a
local Congregational church.

In 1831 Congregational:-Deacon John

miles east of New Haven, organized ve

years'of poor crops, and.the custom of

8 | e Governor’s Post

Chittenden, who lived in a spacious house
radn Boston Street in Guilford, Conn., a few

erebvered wagons and 36 peaple to travel o

to establish a new community. “In this
undertaking he had two distinct objects
baih view; rst, to establish, strengthen,
and extend, the Christian religion, by the
organization of churches, Sunday Schools,
0 Bible classes, etc.; second, to better provide
e for his family of boys in a new country.

e journey was probably more daunting
than anyone imagined. A er a di cult
edhree months of travel, the wagons were
frozen in, near Hannibal, Mo. A er three
s.weeks there, Chittenden arranged for
horses to be brought to tow the wagons to
e Quincy on the Mississippi ice. ey arrived
in December 1831, and the travelers spent
their rst night in Quincy in the riverside
log cabin home of founder John Wood.
ene group stayed in Quincy for the winter,
explored the area, and on March 2, 1832,
Chittenden bought the southwest part of
grSection 11 of what would become Mendon
Township from old French trader Jacob
Gershong. A log cabin had already been
built on the parcel, and about 10 acres of the
toPrairie had been cultivated. e rst settlers’
child-born there was Sarah Chittenden, the

Quincy, lll,, to nd aplace nearby in which

hsgac.orqd 217-222-1835




Township, became the preacher for the
Mendon circuit. Salem Evangelical Church
of Mendon was established in 1853, and the
building was dedicated the following year.
Other churches were established late in the
19th century.

Mendon's post o ce was recognized
in 1834 with Abraham Benton, from
Connecticut, as the rst postmaster. His
brother, Daniel, opened the rst store. S.R.
Chittenden, John's son, was also an early
merchant, and the family continued to
operate various enterprises, including a grain
elevator and a bank, for generations.

e prosperity of the Mendon area made
it an early political center. In the election of
1840, hundreds came from all over the region
to attend a huge barbecue in support of the
following spring. the Union Meeting House, in which any Whig candidate for president, William Henry
congregation with a minister was welcome| Harrison. Orville H. Browning of Quincy, a
in the Chittenden home, taught by Cornelia to meet. e new b|a(.:ksmith' E.A. .Strong,. friend of Abraham Lincoln, was the speaker.
Burgess, one of the members of the party became a we_II—stu_dled Eplscopahan_ minister. |n 1872, artists drawings of the large,
from Guilford, who later became the secong © Congregationalists shared the building, | - peautiful homes, great barns and fenced and
wife of Willard Keyes, co-founder of Quincy, constructed their own churchin 1838 and | ell-tended yards of Orville E. Riddle and

View of Mendon, lllinois, from Collins Street looking west.

As early as 1832, a school was organizeg

ANV I Vid

with John Wood. In February, 1833, the then built a larger one in 1853. S.R. Chittenden, and the three-story residence
Chittenden cabin also was the site on whick of Dr. Young, were published. Virtually
the rst Congregational church was organized every record of the rst ve decades of the

e vast Quincy District of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, which included Mendon,
In 1833, Chittenden, Benjamin Baldwin | had been assigned to famed circuit rider

and Daniel Benton platted a town and nameédPeter Cartwright in 1832. When the rst
it Fair eld, but soon changed it to Mendon | Methodist church was organized at Mendon
when they learned that another Fair eld, Ill.| in 1839, Enos ompson, from a family of
existed. e citizens immediately constructed barrel coopers near Paloma in Honey Creek

thriving community support the assertion
published in 1879: “and within the next few
years Samuel Bradley, John B. Chittenden,
the Bentons, the Baldwins and other thriy
Connecticut Yankees came to the Prairie and
formed there a prosperous settlement”

in lllinois.

Linda Riggs May eld is a researcher, writer and online consultant foaldoctor
scholars and authors. She retired from the associate faculty of BlessingeRezraat C
Nursing, and is on the board of the Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County.

1

Col. John Chittenden came to lllinois from GU|If0rd
Conn. He arrived in Quincy in the winter of 1831
and was received by John Wood. He purchased a
trackless prairie on the site of present day Mendon
from a French resident named Jacob Gorshong. |
1833, he laid out and platted the village of Mendon.

Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County, Est. 1896

Mendon Township from the 1872 Atlas Map of Adams County, III|n0|s




SOCIETY CELEBRATES 123NITH CALFTOWN COOKOUT

e Historical Society of Quincy and

Adams County is celebrating its milestonedopted and the rst o cers of the

125th anniversary year withGal own
Cookout picnic on the grounds of the
Governor John Wood Mansion, on
Sunday, September 19. e eventis
open to the public. e celebration will
run from 12:00 noon until 4:00 pm and
will feature live music; German food;
children’s activities; book signings;

free tours of the Governor’s historic
home; and self-guided walking tours

of Cal own. Food and beverage trucks
will be available on the grounds, and the
area’s 7-piece premier horn bahakebox
Reloadedand classic rock groupilver
Bullets will be performing throughout
the event.

Dr. David Costigan, the Society’s
Historian in Residence and a long-time
member, will sign copies of his boak
City in Wartime: Quincy, lllinois and the
Civil War at the event. Reg Ankrom,
historian and former Historical Society
Executive Director, will also be available
to sign his latest book Stephen A.
Douglas: Western MaBoth books
will be sold at the event and other local
authors and books may also be available

Some seating and an event tent will be
provided, but guests are also welcome to
bring lawn chairs.

e organization was formed on Friday,
June 12, 1896, as tHestorical Society of
Quincy, lllinois e rst meeting was held
at the Young Men's Business Association
and drew an unexpectedly large crowd.
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ay, September 19t "
Noon 10 4 PM

At that meeting a constitution was however, Louise Maertz, a prominent
member of the Historical Society, with
Society were elected, including Lorenzo the help of Daniel Wood, the son of
Bull (president), James Woodru (1st John Wood, raised enough funds to
Vice President), General E.B. Hamilton purchase the Mansion and protect it.
(2nd Vice President), addeus Rogers e Historical Society took control of
(Recording Secretary), S.M. Emery, Jr. the property in 1907 and has maintained
(Corresponding Secretary), Edward Wellshe home ever since. For many years it
(Treasurer), Chauncey Castle (Auditor), served as the main address of the Society
and William Collins (Historiographer).  and housed the organization’s many

e charter was sianed and submitted  artifacts, including the original compass
Gilie O ee e S?ecretary 2 Rim used by John Wood to explore_the bounty
of lllinois on June 25, 1896. Willam  'ands and the rstseal of the city. ese
Hinrichsen, the Secretary of State of ~ Items are currently on display in the
Illinois, o cially signed, acknowledged History Museum on the Square at 332
and led the certi cate on June 29, 1896, Maine Street.
recognizing the Historical Society of is historically signi cant home was
Quincy, lllinois as a legally organized  added to the National Register of Historic
corporation under the laws of the state. Places in 1970 and in 2007 was named
one of lllinois’ 150 most important
architectural structures. In celebration of
the 2018 lllinois Bicentennial, the home
was selected as one of the lllinois 200
Great Places by the American Institute of
Architects lllinois.

e Society has long been a liated
with the iconic Governor John Wood
Mansion. In late 1906 the city approved
a request to construct an alley near 12th
and State which would have required the
historic home to be demolished. In 1907,

e Historical Society of Quincy and Adams has been recognized dirzwis
Centennial Busines®y the lllinois State Historical Society.

ISHS Executive Director William Furry says “l congratulate you and your
lllinois centennial business for achieving a truly outstanding milestone-100 years
of continuous operation in the Prairie State. rough economic downturns,
depressions, adjustments, bumps, crashes, and countless minor and major crises,
your company has succeeded for a century or more and has earned the respect of
every business owner in lllinois and the Midwest. Our hats are o to you.”

e Society will be honored by the ISHS at a public ceremony in Fall of 2022 when
the COVID crisis is diminished.

hsgac.orqd 217-222-1835




NEW LOUNGE, LENDING LIBRARY OPENING SOON

e “multi-purpose” room located to the right

of the entryway on the rst oor of the HSQAC

Visitors Center is being redesigned as a lounge
and lending library which will provide members,
supporters and guests with a casual yet comfortab
environment where they can relax, read, grab a cu
of co ee, or study. e project is being funded by a
private donor.

Additions to the room include built-in bookcases,
co ee bar, and computer station, as well as a
spacious conference-style table to accommodate
research, study, or small gatherings. Comfortable
lounge furniture with side tables will also be added
and the space will be accented with wood oors a
a replace. A highlight of the re-design is a wall to
wall “Welcome” mural of John Wood, sword in han(
and in battle in Monroe, Missouri. e image was - M - e P

PUb”Shed byHarpers W?ell(l-m August 17, 1861, as Jenna Niemann, Registered Interior Designer with Klingner and Associatesyppeui
Rescue of Colonel Smith's Comman_d”at Monroe, posed this design for the new lounge area in the HSQAC Visitors Center. A fochlepoint of t
Missouri, by Governor Wood of lllinois: room is a wall to wall mural from a drawing depicting John Wood's heroic restnmebf 