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Another Bicentennial activity sponsored by the 
Society has been the sixty second History Minutes 
broadcast by WGEM since last January.  �ese brief 
moments re�ect people, events, and places in Adams 
County since 1825.   

Several volunteers have written about a variety of local topics covering a wide range of interest.  
From a piece about U.S. presidents who have visited Adams County to a story about an eight legged 
lamb to a concert by the John Phillip Sousa band--these informative, sometimes sad and sometimes 
amusing tales show us our past in brief glimpses.  We appreciate those who wrote History Minutes, 
including Nora Baldner, Rhonda Basinger, Nancy Benz, Tony Crane, Terrell Dempsey, Jack Freiburg, 
Patrick Hotle, Tim Jacobs, Linda May�eld, Rob Mellon, Lynn Niewohner, Jane and Paul Moody, Mark 
Peter, and Beth Young. 

�e HSQAC also thanks WGEM personnel- General Manager Ben Van Ness, Marketing Manager 
Shawn Dickerson, and Digital Correspondent Jason Lewton- for their time, expertise, and e�orts to 
prepare these stories for broadcast.  For those interested, the “History Minute” segments are being 
archived at WGEM and may be accessed from WGEM’s home page (WGEM.com) by scrolling down 
to “Bicentennial Minutes.” 

THERESA OAKLEY 
I was born and raised in 

Quincy, a seventh generation 
Quincyan, and I attended 
St. Peter School and Quincy 
Notre Dame. A�er starting our 
lives here, my husband Dave 
Oakley and I relocated to Sussex 
County New Jersey where we 
lived for 16 years and raised our 
�ve children. We moved back to Quincy nearly 
20 years ago, and I have worked as a physician 
assistant at SIU Center for Family Medicine ever 
since.  

I earned my undergraduate and master’s degrees 
from Rutgers University and �e University 
of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. Two 
years ago, I received my doctorate degree from 
SIU School of Medicine. I have four amazing 
grandchildren, and I try to spend as much time 
with them as possible. I like traveling, reading, 
yoga, and walking. My husband and I also enjoy 
riding our tandem bike. Following in my mother’s 
footsteps, I have always had an interest in Quincy 
history, and I look forward to supporting the 
great work of the Historical Society of Quincy and 
Adams County.  

MATT BERGMAN 
Matt is a graduate of 

Quincy University with 
a Bachelor of Science 
and a Master of Business 
Administration.  His past 
experience includes work 
in pharmaceutical sales and 
in fundraising and marketing at Quincy 
University.  He is currently an Assistant Vice 

President / Trust O�cer at State Street Bank 
in Quincy. 

A member of the Rotary Club of Quincy 
and the Knights of Columbus, he also serves 
on the board of Covered Bottoms Diaper 
Bank and the Quincy Rotary Foundation.  
His past board service includes the Quincy 
Catholic Elementary Schools Foundation, 
the United Way of Adams County, and the 
Quincy University Mart Heinen Booster 
Club. 

Matt is on the stewardship committee 
and plays the guitar at St. Peter Church 
in Quincy where he and his family are 
members.   He is married to Gina and they 
have three children.

BRYDEN CORY 
Bryden, a Quincy native, 

graduated from Quincy 
High School in 2003. He 
received degrees from Indiana 
University Bloomington and 
Indiana University Robert 
H. McKinney School of Law.  He served as an 
attorney with Gardner and Rans, P.C., in South 
Bend, Ind., and Schmiedeskamp, Robertson, Neu 
and Mitchell, LLC, in Quincy.   He is currently 
Adams County Treasurer, having been elected 
for the position in 2018, then re-elected in 2022.   

A fun fact about Bryden:  �e summer a�er 
his freshman year of college, he worked as a tour 
guide for the Governor John Wood Mansion! 

He is married to Ashley, and the couple has 
three sons – �eodore, 11; Richard, 7; and 
Robert, 25 days. 
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D�. J����� R�����

Customers park on an unassuming 
parking lot on North 12th Street between 
Broadway and Vermont never realizing that 
it once was a site of tragedy. In 1883, this 
very spot held a brick house that became 
shrouded in legends. It was a house that 
gained notoriety as the dwelling place of a 
restless spirit whose tragic story seemed to 
check every box for a classic haunting. �e 
tales, o�en told in secret and in darkness, 
ensured that the house was one of the city’s 
most whispered-about mysteries. 

Joseph Rogers styled himself as an 
“Indian Doctor,” boldly asserting that he 
was a full-blooded Osage and the “Seventh 
Son of a Seventh Son.”  Yet, rumors in the 
community suggested a far more complex 
heritage, one woven from Black, White, and 
perhaps some Native American ancestry. 
In those days, “Indian Doctor” was less a 
formal title and more a colorful nickname 
for men who practiced medicine on the 
fringes, relying on herbal folklore rather 

than medical degrees. Rogers, like others 
of his kind, peddled mysterious patent 
remedies and curious concoctions, such 
as elixirs whose e�ectiveness was o�en as 
questionable as their origins. 

Rogers, already notorious in the 
community, had once been jailed a�er a 
scandalous incident involving a young 
woman described by the Quincy Whig in 
October 1883 as “simple minded.” Using 
deception, Rogers lured her into the 
woods under the pretense of gathering 
medicinal roots to cure her condition. �e 
consequences of that fateful encounter 
became clear nine months later, when the 
woman gave birth to his child. Charged 
with bastardy, (the fathering of a child out 
of wedlock), Rogers was imprisoned until 
he eventually struck a settlement with her 
family, a resolution that did little to erase 
the infamy of the situation. 

�e Indian Doctor’s personal life was 
marked by melodramatic turns and near 
constant turmoil. A�er divorcing his 

�rst wife, a black woman, he married a 
white woman whose unhappiness with 
their marriage spiraled into tragedy. She 
attempted to take her own life not once, but 
twice. First by poison, and then by trying to 
leap into the Mississippi River. Her second 
attempt was thwarted by an alert employee 
of the Quincy Water Works. �e apparent 
catalyst for her despair was Rogers’s 
insistence on saving money by moving 
to a house on Front Street, a prospect she 
found so unbearable that, as reported by 
�e Quincy Daily Herald on April 11, 1883, 
she declared she would “rather be food for 
�shes than board in a house on the levee.” 

A�er some persuasion, her husband 
�nally agreed to search for a new place to 
live. Mrs. Rogers soon found herself at the 
busy boarding house of Mrs. Glover, a well-
known laundress on the west side of North 
12th Street. With Mr. Rogers frequently 
away traveling far and wide, trying to earn 
a living by peddling his medicines, Mrs. 
Rogers rarely stayed put at home, her own 

By:  Beth Lane

A HAUNTING TALE OF  A HAUNTING TALE OF  
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misadventures unfolding in his absence. 
She became notorious in her own right for 
drinking and chasing men. 

Upon his return from Keokuk, Iowa, his 
latest unsuccessful sales trip, on October 6, 
1883, tensions erupted in the cramped 
kitchen of Glover’s boardinghouse. �e air, 
charged with anger as Rogers, embarrassed 
and enraged, confronted his wife over 
rumors of her in�delity during his absence. 
�eir heated argument, overheard by a 
young black girl named Fanny Remsen, 
quickly spiraled out of control.  

 Driven to madness, Rogers drew a .32 
caliber revolver and, with deadly aim, shot 
his wife in the back of the head. �e sharp 
crack of the gunshots would have echoed 
throughout the neighborhood. Mrs. Rogers 
collapsed, blood �owing from the wound. 
�e nightmare did not end there. What 
unhinged thoughts ran through Roger’s 
mind are unknown, but he then turned the 
revolver on himself, obliterating the upper 
portion of his own head.  

�e horri�c sight that awaited young 
Fanny Remsen as she rushed into the 
kitchen was unforgettable. Mrs. Rogers lay 
sprawled on her back, a bullet hole gaping 
as blood puddled onto the �oor. Nearby, 
the Indian Doctor’s dis�gured body bore 
the devastating evidence of a self-in�icted 
gunshot.  

�e situation was even more unsettling 
as evidence was uncovered, suggesting the 
violence was not a spontaneous act or crime 
of passion, but rather a cold premeditated 

attack. Earlier that day, Rogers had killed 
the family dog, a chilling prelude to the 
tragedy that would soon unfold. 

�e Quincy Whig , on October 11, 1883, 
summarized the incident with unforgiving 
words: “Both Joseph Rogers and his wife 
were hard characters. As has been stated, 
the woman was of no account, but the 
doctor was even worse. … Altogether, while 
the a�air is a horrible one, still the death 
of these two is no loss to the community.” 
�is should have marked the conclusion of 
the matter, but an even more terrible and 
mystifying chapter was yet to unfold.  

A swi� inquest was held on Monday, 
October 8, two days a�er their death, 
and the un-embalmed bodies were 
unceremoniously interred at Woodland 
Cemetery, on the west side of Potter’s Field 
near the City Vault. However, Joseph Rogers 
and his wife would not “Rest in Peace.” �ey 
had been placed in their double grave for 
only one night before the burial site was 
disturbed. 

Mr. Wheatland, the cemetery sexton, 
dutifully informed Mr. Powers, president of 
the cemetery association, that a grave had 
been opened and he suspected the body had 
been stolen. �is marked the �rst incident 
of body snatching in the city in several 
years. 

�e men hurried to inspect the site, 
and the ensuing investigation revealed a 
macabre scene. One side of the double 
grave had been disturbed, and investigators 
discovered numerous footprints. According 

to �e Quincy Whig  on �ursday, October 
18, 1883, all of the depressions appeared to 
be from “genteel” boots or shoes, with one 
pair notably smaller than the rest.  Could a 
woman be involved? Or a young person? 

�e men investigated further. Upon 
clearing away the dirt, a shattered fragment 
of the casket was discovered at a depth of 
only two feet. Digging deeper revealed a 
horri�c sight. �e Indian Doctor was now 
sitting upright! �e lid of his casket had 
been removed, and there were clear signs of 
an attempt to drag his body from his grave. 

By the time the Rogers’ burials were removed, the bodies were no longer 
suitable for use as educational cadavers. Also, there were no valuables 
buried with the bodies that might have tempted thieves.

 In the 1880s, cadavers were primarily used for anatomical education and 
dissection in medical schools, but the supply was limited, leading to both 
legal and illegal means of procurement.

Tensions erupted a�er Rogers returned from 
a trip. Rogers was enraged and confronted his 
wife over rumors of her in�delity during his 
absence. �e confrontation resulted in Rogers 
murdering his wife.
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For reasons unknown - maybe the loose earth had collapsed back 
into the hole, or the approach of daylight, or perhaps “even their 
foul hearts failed them before their work was consummated,” the 
e�ort was abruptly abandoned and hastily concealed. 

An investigation was launched by law enforcement, but the 
wagon tracks of the getaway vehicle vanished onto the well-traveled 
street, leaving authorities puzzled. For the next week, vigilant 
watchmen stood guard over the grave, determined to thwart any 
would-be grave robbers. Once they believed the danger had passed, 
they shi�ed their watch to other, fresher, burial sites. 

�e following Sunday, two men wandered through Woodland 
Cemetery in search of hickory nuts. Driven by morbid curiosity, 
they decided to visit the grave of the so-called Indian Doctor. What 
they found was alarming. �e earth was freshly disturbed, �ecks of 
bloodied cloth littered the ground, and a faint trail snaked down 
the hillside to a fence, where a smear of bright yellow clay clung 
ominously to the top. �is time, both bodies had vanished without 
a trace. 

Grave robbing was considered a serious crime, punishable by 
imprisonment, with no option to plead to a lesser charge or pay a 
�ne. However, the most common motive for those seeking bodies 
was to resell them for medical school dissection. �is required the 
body to be recovered as soon a�er burial as possible. By the time 
the Rogers burials were removed, well over a week a�er interment, 
the bodies were no longer suitable for such purposes. �e clothing 
in which the deceased had been buried was le� behind in the 
disturbed graves. �ere were certainly no valuables buried with the 
bodies that might have tempted thieves.  

Rumors spread quickly. One imagines that whispered tales of 
“hoodoo queens” and hexes and “casting the bones” and such 
kept people looking over their shoulders.  Strange occurrences 
also began to be mentioned at the boarding house. Despite the 
widespread alarm, no perpetrators were ever apprehended.  If ever 
there was cause for a haunting, this episode surely was one. �is site 
had the reputation of one of the most haunted places in town for 
many years. 

So, the next time you blithely leave your car in an unattended lot, 
especially at night, be sure to park near the light pole. �ere may be 
more history in that lot than meets the eye. 

Grave robbing was considered a serious crime, punishable by 
imprisonment, with no option to plead to a lesser charge or pay 
a �ne. �e most common motive for those seeking bodies was to 
resell them for medical school dissection

�e macabre practice of exhuming 
freshly buried bodies for medical 
dissection began in the late Middle Ages, 
with most cadavers the bodies of executed 
criminals. By the late 18th and 19th 
centuries, however, executions sharply 
declined just as medical schools multiplied, 
fueling an intense demand for human 
specimens. �is gap gave rise to a shadowy 
underworld of “resurrectionists” or “body 
snatchers,” resourceful criminals who 
prowled graveyards by night, supplying 
cadavers to eager anatomists. 

In Britain, the notorious trade was 
partially curbed by the Anatomy Act of 
1832, which permitted medical schools to 
claim unclaimed bodies from workhouses, 
prisons, and hospitals. Yet, elsewhere, the 
practice remained illegal, forcing body 
snatchers to operate in secrecy, o�en 
forming organized gangs complete with 
grave diggers and informants constantly 
scouting for new burials. 

�e phenomenon hit Quincy, Illinois, 
with particular force a�er the founding 
of the Quincy College of Medicine 
at Chaddock College in 1882, which 
dramatically increased local demand 
for cadavers. Grave robbing became so 
frequent that families resorted to desperate 
measures, such as the use of iron co�ns, 
armed guards, and nightly vigils to protect 
their loved ones from being spirited away. 
Although the Illinois General Assembly 
passed a law in the early 1880s allowing 
unclaimed bodies of criminals and paupers 
to be sent to medical colleges, the law 
applied only to cities with populations over 
100,000, favoring Chicago and leaving 
smaller institutions like Quincy at a 
disadvantage. 

�e Quincy Cemetery Association soon 
launched an investigation into the rash 
of grave robberies, focusing especially on 
the vulnerable potter’s �eld at Woodland 
Cemetery, a hillside resting place for the 

unidenti�ed and the impoverished. �e 
�ndings, reported by the Quincy Daily 
Herald in October 1883, were scandalous. 
�e newly established medical school in 
Quincy itself was implicated in the the�s. 
�e investigation was quietly dropped 
when it was revealed that the bodies were 
being used “in the interest of science,” 
and authorities o�en turned a blind 
eye, especially when the deceased were 
strangers, paupers, or criminals. 

By the mid-1880s, the grim business 
was so widespread that armed guards 
patrolled local cemeteries, ever watchful 
for grave robbers. It was not until improved 
embalming techniques and changing social 
attitudes toward medical research that the 
era of the body snatcher �nally faded into 
history. But in the 1880s, the specter of 
midnight grave robbing haunted Quincy, 
as the city’s cemeteries became contested 
between science and the sanctity of the 
grave. 

BODY SNATCHERS AND RESURRECTIONISTS PROWLED 
QUINCY CEMETERIES IN THE 1880s  
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 �e Water Sprite – a seascape oil 
painting by American artist John Quidor 
-- a Quincyan for a few years – has now 
found a home back in Quincy courtesy of 
its new owner, local author and historian 
Robert Turek.  Turek has loaned it to the 
Society and it is now on public display in 
the Governor John Wood Mansion for 
the �rst time ever, having been part of 
a private collection for decades.  Turek 
discovered the painting through dogged 
research and networking and purchased it 
from a Boston art collector.   

Quidor lived in and near Quincy in the 
1830’s for a number of years.  According 
to historians, while in Quincy, he and 
commercial artist H. Bebehauser painted 
a scene from the Book of Revelation called 
Death on the Pale Horse. Using a massive 
seventeen by eleven foot canvas, they 
created the piece in the basement of the 
Quincy Congregational Church.  It was 
later displayed in the county courthouse 
and now resides at the Smithsonian.   
Quidor also purchased a farm near Quincy 
for $8,000 with money earned by painting 
several oversized religious canvases 
inspired by works done by Benjamin West.   

�ose pieces have since disappeared.    

Quidor’s paintings o�en exhibit a 
combination of humor and Romanticism, 
and it is easy to tell that he was inspired by 
the Hudson River School which focused 
on the beauty of natural landscapes, the 
re�ection of light, and subtle use of color.  
Quidor specialized in painting images 

inspired by literary works and is perhaps 
best known for �e Headless Horseman 
Pursuing Ichabod Crane based on 
Washington Irving’s short story �e Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow.  

�ose interested in viewing Quidor’s 
painting in the John Wood Mansion should 
contact the HSQAC O�ce at 217-222-1835.    

QUIDOR PAINTING NOW ON DISPLAY 
IN GOVERNOR’S MANSION 

�e Water Sprite by John Quidor is on display in the Governor John Wood Manson until April 2026.

�e John Wood Mansion Candlelight Tours are festive, evening 
tours held in December at the historic Quincy home of Illinois’  

12th governor, featuring period decorations, musical  
performances, and a special holiday aatmosphere.
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 John Quincy Adams 

As part of the Adams County 
Bicentennial, the Society sponsored a mini-
symposium – the John Quincy Adams 
Celebration- dealing with the life and 
contributions of our 6th President, John 
Quincy Adams.  �e event was held at �e 
Armory at 416 Jersey on July 19, with more than 100 attending.  Lunch was served by 
J.J.’s Catering, and music was provided by string players from Javaux Music School.  

To kick o� the symposium, Quincy Mayor Dr. Linda K. Moore read a proclamation 
naming July 11 John Quincy Adams Day in the City of Quincy.  “His lifelong 
dedication to public service, scholarship, and the betterment of the nation continues to 
inspire Americans and all who cherish the cause of human dignity,” the proclamation 
states, describing Adams.    

In addition to serving as President, Adams’ long pubic service career included stints 
as Secretary of State, U. S. Representative, U. S. Senator, Minister to Russia, Minister 
to Prussia, and Minister to the Netherlands.  He was also a practicing attorney and 
was very involved in the famous U.S. Supreme Court case United States vs. Schooner 
Amistad.  

Five speakers provided a wealth of information regarding Adams.  �e �rst was Dr. 
Steve Belko from John Wood Community College who made connections between 
Adams and Adams County.  He was followed by Je�rey Denman, author of “Reluctant 
Abolitionist,” who o�ered insights into Adams’ views regarding slavery.  Denman was 
followed by Brian Fox Ellis’ portrayal of John Quincy’s father, our second president 
John Adams, who spoke about his son’s life.  “First Lady Louisa Adams” was the title 
of Dr. James Taylor’s portion of the program.  �e Saturday event was closed out by 
Dr. Mark Cheatham who discussed Adams and his political nemesis and presidential 
successor Andrew Jackson. 

At the conclusion of the presentations, audience members had the opportunity 
to purchase books from the authors and to speak with them individually.  Member 
Jan Leimbach summarized the program by saying:  “ I learned so much about John 
Quincy Adams and now have a better appreciation of his life and what he did for our 
young country.” 

 Symposium 
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In 1908, an important meeting convened 
at the Newcomb Hotel to announce the 
formation of a commission dedicated to 
establishing the very �rst Illinois state armory. 
Although the initial legislative e�ort fell 
short, renewed advocacy in 1911 propelled 
the initiative forward, culminating in the 
state’s approval of the Quincy Armory bill in 
June of that year. �e newly-formed Quincy 
Armory Commission selected a prominent 
location on 4th and Jersey Streets in July 1912. 
Detailed planning commenced in 1913, with 
construction breaking ground in earnest by 
September 1914. 

�e building was designated to serve as the 
headquarters of the 5th Infantry Regiment 
which had been mustered into federal service 
in 1898 for the Spanish-American War.  

�e �rm of Buerkin & Kaempen was 
commissioned to construct the new brick and 
stone armory. Both were German immigrants 
who established themselves as leaders in the 
construction �eld, Buerkin as a contractor 
and Kaempen as a mechanic and carpenter.   

In 1888, Buerkin and Kaempen, having 
worked on various projects separately 

across Quincy, decided to join forces. �ey 
successfully completed the Armory project 
at 4th and Jersey in 1915, culminating in the 
grand opening of the 5th Infantry Regiment 
Armory with three days of festivities starting 
on October 12. �e o�cial ceremonies were 
attended by distinguished guests, including 
Illinois Governor Edward Dunne, Senator 
J. Hamilton Lewis, and prominent military 
dignitaries.  

�e historic Armory’s reach extended far 
beyond its military roots; it was the heartbeat 
of community gatherings, hosting everything 
from thrilling circuses and lively concerts to 
bustling trade shows and competitive sporting 
events. 

By the 1950s, the city’s military needs had 
outgrown the original facility, prompting 
the construction of a new, modern National 
Guard Armory on Koch’s Lane. �e storied 
armory at 4th and Jersey then became 
transformed, �nding new life in the hands of 
many di�erent local businesses. 

An ambitious restoration e�ort began 
in 2021, when Meegan and Ryan Fischer, 
together with Ryan Jude Tanner and Jay 
Krottinger, breathed fresh energy into the 
historic building. Repurposed as an elegant 

By:  Rob Mellon

event space, �e Armory reopened its doors on 
October 26, 2022, once again welcoming the 
community. 

QUINCY ARMORY WAS THE FIRST ARMORY QUINCY ARMORY WAS THE FIRST ARMORY 
IN THE STATE OF ILLINOISIN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

Jay Krottinger and Ryan Tanner

Meegan and Ryan Fischer
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�e Historical Society recently 
received a remarkable donation: a 
striking oil portrait of Dr. Daniel 
Garrison Brinton, accompanied by 
his 1865 military promotion signed 
by President Andrew Johnson. More 
than just objects, these artifacts open 
a window into a life shaped by war, 
science, service, and controversy. 
Brinton’s legacy is layered, his 
connection to Quincy is interesting, 
and his story more relevant than ever 
in today’s conversations about memory 
and meaning. 

Born in 1837 in Pennsylvania, 
Brinton trained as a physician and 
served as a Union Army surgeon during 
the Civil War. From 1864 to 1865, he 
was stationed in Quincy, where he 
served as surgeon-in-charge of the 
US Army General Hospital, which 
consisted of �ve buildings in the city. 
�e hospital played a critical role in 
caring for wounded and ill Union 
soldiers traveling through or recovering 
in the region. Brinton oversaw a sta� 
of doctors and nurses working under 
o�en challenging conditions, managing 
everything from battle�eld wounds to 
outbreaks of disease. 

His time in Quincy was not only 
professionally signi�cant but personally 
formative. Brinton developed a deep 
appreciation for Midwestern resilience 
and community. Local records suggest 
he engaged with civic life during his 
time here, attending lectures and 
contributing to early public health 
discussions. �ough his stay in Quincy 
was just a few years, it le� a lasting 
impression which makes his work here 
an important part of the city’s Civil War 
history. 

Following the war, Brinton turned 

to academia, becoming a noted 
anthropologist and linguist. 
He published in�uential works 
on Indigenous languages and 
cultures. However, his legacy 
did not age well. In later years, Brinton 
became a vocal proponent of eugenics 
and scienti�c racism. �ese ideas were 
rooted in pseudoscience and prejudice 
that were widely accepted in his day but 
are now known to be deeply �awed and 
harmful. His writings contributed to 
racist ideologies that have had long-
lasting consequences, and this part 
of his story must be acknowledged. 
His story is a sobering reminder: 
even brilliant minds can fall prey to 
dangerous beliefs. 

So, why did we accept this donation?  

Because history isn’t just about 
celebrating the past, it’s about 
confronting it. We know history isn’t 
always easy but it’s always worth 
exploring. Brinton’s contributions to 
wartime medicine and Quincy’s history 
matter, but so do the damaging ideas he 
later promoted. History isn’t just about 
honoring the past; it’s about learning 

from it. Brinton’s story, like many, isn’t 
black and white but it is a shade of grey. 
It’s full of contradictions, shaped by its 
time, and essential to understanding 
how our collective story got here. 

�e portrait was painted by 
renowned American artist �omas 
Eakins and was originally presented 
to the American Philosophical Society 
on January 16, 1900, during a special 
memorial meeting held in the hall of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
�e event honored Brinton’s academic 
contributions, as he had been a member 
of both organizations. �e portrait 
re�ects how Brinton was celebrated 
in his time for his scholarly work. 
Today, as it goes on display, it will 
be accompanied by its full historical 
context and will serve as a conversation 
tool. It will o�er a way to explore how 
public memory evolves and how we 
grapple with the complex legacies of 
in�uential �gures. 

FROM THE COLLECTION

Dr. Daniel Garrison Brinton

SOCIETY ADDS TWO IMPORTANT  
PIECES TO COLLECTION 

Dr. Brinton’s military promotion signed by President 
Andrew Johnson is now in the Collection of the Historical 
Society of Quincy and Adams County.   

At the Historical Society, we believe in telling the whole story. By preserving and interpreting artifacts like Brinton’s portrait 
and military promotion, we shine a light on Quincy’s role in the Civil War and engage our community in deeper questions about 
ethics, legacy, and the responsibility of remembrance.  

We invite you to join us in embracing history that challenges, teaches, and inspires.  
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Brothers in Arms explores the remarkable lives of �ve soldiers 
and a sailor from Quincy. Among them are Horace Brown (Rodney 
Farr), who served aboard Union gunboats, and Martin Hawkins 
(Fred Anastas), who took part in the daring “Great Locomotive 
Chase.” �e video also tells the inspiring story of William Dallas 
(Orville Jones), born into slavery, who escaped to freedom, enlisted 
in the Union Army, and later became the �rst African American to 
serve on the Quincy police force. Edward Prince’s (Jack Freiburg) 
story is featured as well—he served as second in command of 
Grierson’s Raiders, leading a daring 600-mile cavalry raid to 
outmaneuver General Pemberton. Finally, the �lm recounts the 
tragic story of William Shipley (A. J. Belko), who emigrated from 
Prussia as a child, settled in Quincy, and became the �rst man from 
the city to give his life in the Civil War; he was killed at the Battle of 
Belmont. 

Architects of Change aptly describes the visionary individuals 
who shaped Quincy’s growth, culture, and legacy. Governor John 
Wood (Tim Jacobs), the city’s founder, transformed Quincy into 
a thriving commercial and political hub before serving as Illinois’ 
governor. Henry Knapheide (Jannick Lange), who arrived from 
Germany in 1848, established a wagon-building business that 
endures today as one of Quincy’s cornerstone industries. Rev. David 
Nelson (David Harbin), a passionate abolitionist and religious 
leader, advanced both faith and freedom through his tireless work in 
the antislavery movement. Candace Reed (Leslie Reynolds Fowler), 
who served as a Civil War nurse, later built a successful photography 
studio, becoming one of the few women photographers in Illinois 

during the late 19th century. Cornelius Volk (Patrick Hotle), a 
sculptor with deep Quincy roots, le� his mark through enduring 
works such as the statue of John Wood in Washington Park and 
the Union soldiers’ monument in Woodland Cemetery. Orville 
Browning (Rich Keppner), who was a close friend of Abraham 
Lincoln, dedicated his career to public service as a state senator, U.S. 
senator, Attorney General, and Secretary of the Interior. Together, 
these individuals embody the spirit of transformation, innovation, 
and service, securing Quincy’s place in history as a city built by its 
true Architects of Change. 

Pioneers in Medicine tells the story of four individuals who 
rose to meet the di�cult and unforeseen medical challenges faced 
on and o� the battle�eld. Dr. Samuel Everett’s (Kurt Leimbach) 
death at Shiloh underscored the peril faced by military surgeons 
who le� prosperous practices to serve the Union cause. Elizabeth 
Leebrick’s (Kim Dinkheller) resourcefulness in procuring supplies 
and nursing the wounded shows how private citizens �lled gaps in 
wartime medical care. Dr. Orson Hyde Crandall’s (Gary Fowler) 
wartime service on hard fought campaigns like Vicksburg and his 
post war role in establishing a soldiers’ home illustrate a lasting 
commitment to veterans’ welfare. Louise Maertz’s (Jan Leimbach) 
nursing, her advocacy for widows, and her historic preservation 
work demonstrate how women transformed wartime service into 
long term civic engagement. Together, these pioneers forged a legacy 
of compassion and public service that shaped Quincy’s medical and 
humanitarian institutions during and a�er the Civil War. Pioneers in 
Medicine ends with a brief history of Woodland Cemetery. 

QUINTESSENTIAL QUINCY  VIDEO SERIES NOW ONLINE 

W hen the Civil War erupted, the people of Quincy rose to the challenge of a divided nation with remarkable leadership 
and self-sacri�ce. �e Quintessential Quincy video series, created through a collaboration between the Historical 
Society of Quincy and Adams County (HSQAC) and Beverly Vaillancourt, M.Ed., brings these stories to life. �rough 

the voices of community members, the series shares the experiences of seventeen individuals whose lives re�ect the resolve and 
resilience that de�ned 19th-century Quincy.  

Research for this series included a dive into the image resources of HSQAC by volunteers and sta�. Vaillancourt heavily researched 
the digital archives of the Library of Congress, and made onsite trips to the Library of Congress and the National Archives to �nd other 
photos, prints, drawings, and documents. Images and documents were also graciously shared by others, including the Crystal Lake 
Historical Society and the Fulton County Historical Society. 

Back row (L to R):-Lyman Sutton (Corporal), James Jaquess (Chaplain), Reuben Woods (Surgeon), John Tillson (Captain), and William Schmitt (1st 
Sergeant).  Front row (L to R):  Walter Wait (Sergeant), William Du� (Lieutenant Colonel), and Sterling Delano (Captain).  
Source: Historical Data Systems 
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In August, the Historical Society and Quincy Community �eatre 
sponsored �e Victory Belles , a vocal trio from the National World 
War II Museum in New Orleans. �e group, which specializes in 
three-part harmony, performed popular and patriotic music from the 
1940’s, including a musical salute for all branches of the U.S. armed 
forces. Quincy’s Twel�h Street Brass opened the show for the Belles, 
pictured le� with Jerry Bartell of the American Legion Post #37, 
which was also a sponsor of the event. Approximately 400 attended 
enjoyed the performance, including several veterans. Other sponsors 
included Hansen Spear Funeral Home, Senator Jil Tracy, Representative 
Kyle Moore, Linda Moore, Ron Snider, Tim Bass, Tom Leeper, Tony 
Grootens, Kurt and Jan Leimbach, Kenneth Abbott, Kristin and Todd 
Eiler, Ti-Trust, and Bret and Joi Austin. 

Mark Lueckenho� will present a short history of Quincy airports 
and aviation history on Sunday, November 16, at 2 pm.  �e program 
is scheduled in the History Museum’s Stained Glass Gallery pending 
completion of the Museum’s addition.  Lueckenho� will also provide 
artifacts from �omas Baldwin, Monroe Field, and more. 

On July 7th the Historical Society had a special visitor. Rich Co�man, 
a retired investment executive, from Marblehead, Massachusetts, 
stopped at the Visitors Center to arrange a tour of the Mansion and 
grounds. What made the visit unusual and special was that Rich rode 
onto our grounds on his bicycle. He le� his Massachusetts home in 
mid-June and pedaled thirty days before arriving in Quincy. From here, 
he planned to ride to Marblehead, Illinois, and Hannibal, Missouri, 
before continuing his trek to California. When asked why he picked 
a transcontinental bike ride, Rich said he wanted to improve his 
health, learn more about the country, and time to think. Mansion tour 
guide Rich Keppner took our traveler on the tour, giving our visitor 
a thorough grounding in the history of Quincy and the importance 
of John Wood. As Co�man departed, he waved goodbye to all as he 
traversed the alley going toward 12th Street.  Co�man is pictured, 
center, with Keppner, le�, and Tim Jacobs, right, following his Mansion 
tour.   

In July, Dr. Wendell Mauter, Quincy University Professor of History 
Emeritus, presented a program on the history of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
highlighting the career of Quincy native Col. George Iles as part of the 
Society’s Bicentennial monthly lecture series.  Mauter o�ered a broad 
overview of the Airmen’s contributions during World War II to an 
audience of over 100 who also participated in a provocative question 
and answer session following the event.   

HistoryHistory
ForFor Al lAll
 THE VICTORY BELLES

AVIATION HISTORY PROGRAM

BICENTENNIAL SPEAKER SERIES

TRANSCONTINENTAL CYCLIST
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Journey to Freedom: Illinois’ Underground Railroad, a new 
exhibit sponsored by Looking for Lincoln of Spring�eld, is travelling 
throughout the state of Illinois and is scheduled in Quincy at the 
History Museum on the Square from mid-October 2025 through 
mid-January 2026.  �ose featured in the exhibit include some of the 
courageous freedom seekers as well as Illinois residents who served 
as conductors and were an integral part of the Underground Railroad 
as it moved through Illinois.  Viewers will also learn more about the 
communities from Cairo through Spring�eld to Quincy and Chicago 
that were stops on the Underground Railroad.  �e exhibit is free and 
open to the public.   

 

�e roof on the Governor John Wood Mansion was replaced with 
cedar shake shingles in July.  For several days the building was covered 
with ladders, sca�olding, and roofers while the upgrade was being 
completed.  A grant from the Moorman Foundation supported the 
project. 

�e HSQAC Board of Directors has made the upkeep of its structures 
and campuses a priority and has established a rotating maintenance 
schedule at the Mansion which includes interior and exterior painting, 
minor carpentry repairs, landscaping, lighting improvements, and 
HVAC upgrades as the budget allows. �e Quartermaster membership 
level of $5,000 per year supports the care of the Mansion, ensuring it 
remains open to the public for tours and events.      

Quincy native Martin Settle will return 
to the community in September for a 
launch of his new book, a memoir entitled 
�is Little Ichnolite of Mine. �e photo on 
the cover of the book is pictured (right) 
and shows Martin with his brothers. 
Settle’s book covers all aspects of Quincy 
history – the good and bad – as well as 
his family’s role in the community and 
his own memories of growing up on the 
Mississippi River.  A look at the infamous 
Monckton family is also featured in 
the memoir.  �e program will be held 
Sunday, September 28, at 2:00 pm, at 
Utopia Event Center, 900 North 12th 
Street in Quincy, which will have a cash 
bar available.  Utopia is the former home of �e Plaza restaurant which 
was owned by Settle’s family.   �e event is free and open to the public.   

 
�e Visitors Center Conference Room has a new feature-- four 
stained glass panels are now the focus of the south wall of the room.  To 
enhance the visual e�ect, the pieces are highlighted with back lighting 
which illuminates the design from behind.  �e panels have been stored 
in the History Museum for many years and were identi�ed only as 
“from a church in Pitts�eld.”  Anyone knowing additional information 
regarding the provenance of these stained glass pieces should contact 
the Historical Society O�ce at 217-222-1835.    

TRAVELLING EXHIBITION

MANSION PRESERVATION 

SEPTEMBER HISTORY PROGRAM

STAINED GLASS PIECES
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THE CURIOUS DEATH OF A THE CURIOUS DEATH OF A 
VAUNTED QUINCY CITIZEN VAUNTED QUINCY CITIZEN 

Henry Leonidas Prentiss’s pedigree linked 
him and his son, U.S. Civil War Major 
General Benjamin Mayberry Prentiss, both 
mid-19th century Quincyans, to the earliest 
days of Great Britain’s American colonies. 
An admirable ancestry, however, did not 
save Henry Leonidas from an ignoble death 
on a downtown Quincy street Christmas 
Eve in 1849. 

�e May�ower-era family’s patriarch, 
Valentine Prentice, born February 25, 1598, 
in Felsted, England, and his wife, Alice 
Bredda Prentice of Chelmsford, sailed 
on the HMS Lyon on its third voyage to 
British colonial America. Before leaving, 

the Prentices were required to swear their 
loyalty to King Charles I. Days later, on 
August 23, 1631, they departed Bristol with 
119 other passengers for a 71-day voyage 
to the New World. �ey arrived at Boston 
Harbor on November 2. 

For the Prentices, the voyage 
compounded the sadness the family carried 
with them on the journey. �ey had buried 
four-year-old Josias, their eldest son, in 
Chelmsford just before they le� England. 
Midway through the crossing to America, 
death took their youngest boy, 16-month-
old Geremiah, and the Prentices gave their 
boy’s small body to the sea. �ree-year-old 
John Prentice was Valentine and Alice’s only 
surviving child. It was from John, born May 
6, 1628, that the lines to the Henry Leonidas 
Prentiss family descended. Still, the voyage 
might be considered fortuitous for the 
Prentices. On its next voyage, its fourth, the 
Lyon hit a shoal near the Chesapeake River 
and sank. 

John Prentice phoneticized his name 
to Prentis. During Henry Leonidas’s 
generation, someone—according to a 
family genealogist it might have been Henry 

Leonidas himself—added a second s to the 
surname, and the family went by Prentiss. 
�at’s how the Quincy Whig referred to 
them.   

None of the stories explained Henry 
Leonidas’s self-promotion. During his 
two years as a militiaman in the War of 
1812, Henry Leonidas was promoted from 
sergeant to captain. In Quincy, he took the 
liberty of advancing himself a grade, calling 
himself Major Henry Leonidas Prentiss. 

On April 14, 1814, Prentiss married 
Rebecca Mayberry in Belleville, Virginia, 
and their third child and �rst son, Benjamin 
Mayberry, was born there on November 
23, 1819. In 1836, Henry Leonidas moved 
his family to Marion County, Missouri, to 
manufacture rope from hemp grown there. 

Trade in Quincy acquainted Henry 
Leonidas with several people in Ellington 
Township who were cultivating �ax for 
the manufacture of linen. Leonidas saw an 
opportunity to organize the producers to 
increase the use of linen for clothing, sacks, 
sheets, tablecloths, and towels. And in 1841, 
he moved his family to Quincy to develop 

By: Reg Ankrom

�e Prentiss family were expert rope makers. �eir 
business focused on manufacturing cordage, which 
was essential for ships, boats, and other industries.

Henry Leonidas was promoted from sergeant to captain during the War of 1812. In Quincy, he took the liberty of advancing himself a grade, calling himself 
Major Henry Leonidas Prentiss. 
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the business. �ere, however, he found more 
demand for rope, particularly by steamboats 
that made dozens of stops there each week. 
A steamboat could require as much as �ve 
miles of rope of various sizes for various 
purposes. 

Henry Leonidas and son Benjamin built a 
nearly block-long “ropewalk” on Hampshire 
between 5th and 6th streets to twist long 
hemp �bers into rope, or cordage. A special 
census the city council commissioned in 
1842 found the Prentiss ropewalk operating 
without competition. And Tenk Hardware 
on the south side of Maine Street between 
5th and 6th Streets sold Prentiss cordage in 
all lengths and strengths. 

Henry Leonidas was highly regarded in 
mid-19th century Quincy as businessman 
and civic leader, and Quincyans were 
shocked the next morning to learn he had 
been found at 9 p.m. December 24, 1849, 
bludgeoned outside the Quincy Saloon on 
the northwest side of John’s Square. He died 
four hours later. 

�e Quincy Whig reported that the one 
witness to the murder saw Prentiss and two 
men exit the saloon. One administered the 
single blow that killed Henry Leonidas. 
He fell, groaning, against the brick wall 
of Janson’s Furniture store and slid to the 
sidewalk. �e perpetrators �ed in opposite 
directions. �ey were apprehended before 
Christmas Eve ended. 

In the early hours of Christmas Day, 
County Coroner �addeus Monroe 
assembled an inquest jury at Henry 
Leonidas’s home, where his body had been 

taken. A Whig reporter, also summoned, 
was as thorough in his description 
as Doctors Edward L. Pearson, J.W. 
Hollowbush, and Charles A.W. Zimmerman 
were in examining Henry Leonidas’s body. 
�ey separated the scalp su�ciently to 
examine the parietal bone. �ey described 
it as badly fractured by the blow to the le� 
side of Henry Leonidas’s skull. �e blow was 
delivered with enough force, doctors agreed, 
to split the skull to expose the brain. �e 
only other marks were abrasions on Henry 
Leonidas’s elbows. 

Witnesses testi�ed that Prentiss “had a 
quarrel or a di�culty with a young man 
by the name of Austin West in the Quincy 
Saloon on the same evening about a game 
of cards.” Prentiss, they said, struck the �rst 

blow, which “drew blood from the face of 
West.” �e saloon’s owner separated the 
antagonists and ordered Prentiss to leave. He 
did. �e two younger men followed him out. 
Ten minutes later, he was found unconscious 
in a sitting position at the steps of Janson’s 
Furniture store. 

�e inquest jury continued the 
investigation at the courthouse on the east 
side of the square and decided that Austin 
West, one of the two men apprehended 
soon a�er the incident, had committed 
the crime. According to the Whig, West 
had a reputation for being “one of a band 
of rowdies who unfortunately harbor in 
our city and nightly congregate about the 
drinking establishments and make ‘night 
hideous’ with their drunken revels and 
debaucheries.” 

But the Whig found Henry Leonidas 
culpable, too, reckoning that the twin 
vices of gambling and intemperance were 
responsible for the altercation that claimed 
his life. �ough a knowledgeable man and 
warm politician, the newspaper reported, 
Prentiss was inclined to be contentious 
“when under the in�uence of his besetting 
sin.” 

A jury convicted West of manslaughter, 
and Circuit Judge William Minshall 
sentenced him to three years in prison. A 
large contingent of the Quincy community, 
including most of the city’s lawyers, eight 
jury members, and a good many residents, 
however, objected. Responding to their 
petition, Governor Arthur C. French in 
July 1851 pardoned West. Freed, he never 
returned to Quincy. 

 Quincyans were shocked to learn that Prentiss had been found at 9 p.m. 
December 24, bludgeoned outside the Quincy Saloon on the northwest 
side of the square.  He died in the in the early morning hours on 
Christmas day 1849.

Henry Leonidas Prentiss had a quarrel with some young men at the Quincy 
Saloon over a game of cards. Card playing was not just a game in the early 
1800s—it was woven into the social fabric of saloon life. High stakes games o�en 
led to rivalries, disagreements, and violence. 

Benjamin Prentiss spent his early childhood in 
Virginia, but was part of westward migration 
with his family to Hannibal and then 
eventually to Quincy, where Prentiss spent 
much of his adult life.



16  |  �e Governor’s Post hsqac.org  |  217-222-1835 

As autumn settles over the region, Quincy’s History Shop at �e 
History Museum on the Square (332 Maine St.) is turning over a new 
leaf. Recently refreshed with exciting inventory and local �air, the 
shop now o�ers a vibrant mix of historically themed gi�s, regional 
artwork, and thoughtfully curated products that celebrate both the 
past and the present. 

One of the most exciting updates is the arrival of Golden Collective, now the shop’s largest 
vendor. �is beloved local brand brings a range of Quincy-themed apparel, keychains, 
stickers, and art prints—perfect for anyone looking to show their hometown pride or take 
home a meaningful memento. 

Jewelry lovers will enjoy browsing handcra�ed pieces by East to West Jewelry, a local maker 
known for elegant, minimalist designs. �e shop also features pop art prints and watercolors 
by JcWoahmack Art, adding a modern, colorful touch to the shelves. 

History remains at the heart of the museum’s mission—and its merchandise. Visitors will 
�nd magnetic �nger puppets of historical �gures, historical character cards, and a rotating 
collection of fun, history-inspired gi�s for all ages. A growing local author and interests 
section includes titles that explore Quincy’s rich past and regional stories that connect readers 
more deeply with the community. 

Quincy’sQuincy’s

HistoryHistory
ShopShop

Quincy’sQuincy’s

HistoryHistory
ShopShop
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In addition to new products, the shop now o�ers gi� certi�cates, 
making it easier than ever to share the experience with others. 
Whether you’re shopping for a history bu�, a proud Quincyan, or 
just someone who loves a thoughtful gi�, the museum’s shop has 
something special waiting for you this season.  

We also have select inventory online for convenient browsing. 
Shoppers can enjoy �at rate shipping or choose local pickup at 
the museum which is perfect for early holiday gi�ing or out-of-
town shoppers. Visit our online shop at www.hsqac.org  

�e gi� shop is open Tuesday through Saturday 10 AM to 4 
PM. Purchases directly support the museum’s mission and the local 
artists, authors, and makers it proudly features. 

�is fall, stop by �e History Museum on the Square and discover 
how history and creativity come together. 
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History comes to life once again this fall 
during the annual Woodland Cemetery 
Tours presented by the Historical Society of 
Quincy and Adams County. �is signature 
event features guided walking tours through 
Quincy’s historic Woodland Cemetery located 
at 1020 South 5th Street.   Participants will 
have the chance to absorb the rich heritage of 
the community as they visit the gravesites of 
notable Quincyans represented during the tour 
by actors telling their stories and dressed in 
period attire. 

�e 2025 Woodland Cemetery Tour 
Committee consists of Rob Mellon, Nancy 
Benz, Beth Lane, Lynn Snyder, Bobette 
Cawthon, and Kristie Bradshaw.  �rough 
research and analysis, they have plotted the 
cemetery routes and cra�ed the character 

scripts for this year’s event.  You will be 
amazed, entertained, and enlightened by 
this year’s diverse stories which range from 
an introduction to some of the area’s most 
indestructible pioneer women to a local murder 
trial that allows you the option to participate as 
a juror. 

�ree tours are available this year and are 
scheduled on various Saturdays in October, 
plus Halloween and Saturday, November 1:   

Trailblazers: Pioneer Women of Adams 
County, October 4 and November 1.  Discover 
the untold stories of the determined women 
who overcame countless challenges to create 
the foundation of our community, including 
Christiana Holmes Tillson, Eliza Caldwell 
Browning, and Ann Streeter Wood. 

Spirits of the Mississippi, October 11 & 25:   
�is captivating tour explores the notable 
�gures who made their mark along Adams 
County’s riverfront.  Captain Moses Syre Hall, 
his wife Lydia Hall, Joseph Robbins Piggott, and 
Willard and Willis Blakeslee are among those 
featured this year. 

�e Pfanschmidt Murders (inside the 
Mausoleum) on October 18 & 31 (Halloween). 
Explore one of the area’s most notorious 

unsolved cases – �e Pfanschmidt Murders- 
and listen as �rsthand accounts and testimonies 
of those who witnessed the investigation 
unfold.  Characters include those involved in 
litigating the case and the trial.   

Tours begin at 5:30 pm and are available 
every 30 minutes, with the �nal tour scheduled 
at 7:00 pm.  

Tickets are $20 and will be available online 
at www.hsqac.org or by calling the HSQAC 
o�ce, 217-222-1835. �is is one of the Society’s 
primary fund raisers and tours o�en sell out, so 
early registration is encouraged.  

For more information, visit www.hsqac.org 
or follow us on social media for updates and 
behind-the-scenes previews. 

TRADITIONAL  
WOODLAND CEMETERY 

TOURS BEGIN IN OCTOBER 

Enjoy beautiful Woodland Cemetery at sunset 
during the HSQAC Woodland Cemetery Tours in 
October. 

L to R: Woodland Cemetery Committee members 
Kristie Bradshaw, Beth Lane, and Bobette Cawthon 
have been researching and planning the cemetery 
tours since February of this year. 
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 Before he enlisted in Company ”C” of the 3rd 
Missouri Volunteer Cavalry ( a Union out�t), the 
younger Wessels attended a local commercial school 
and was employed as a traveling salesman. 

Wessels’ military service spanned three years 
from the time of his enlistment in Quincy on 14 
September 1861 until he was discharged at Little 
Rock, Arkansas, on 21 November 1864.  His “C” 
Company was comprised mainly of Illinois men and 
su�ered a greater number of losses than any other 
in the regiment.  Early in the war at the Battle of Mt. 
Zion, Missouri, on 28 December 1861, Wessels was 
wounded in his shoulder and in his head.   

Wessels was both a chaplain and a bugler for “C” 
Company.  One of his superiors, Captain James 
Miller, described Wessels in an a�davit as “a good 
honest soldier, conscientiously performing every duty 
without �inching.  He volunteered to go on a long 
and dangerous expedition when he was scarcely able 
to ride. ” 

Upon his return to Quincy in 1864, Wessels again 
worked in sales, this time for Meyer and Kespohl, 
a local dry goods and grocery store. A�er several 
years, he started his own business, John Wessels 
and Company, which was a purveyor in crackers 
and confectionary.  His business grew rapidly and 
eventually became one of the largest of its kind in 
Illinois.  Wessels retired soon a�er his factory was 
destroyed by �re.   

On 19 October 1876, John Wessels married 
Anna Phillipina Herleman at St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Church with the Reverend Simon Liese o�ciating.  
Four children were born to 
Wessels and his wife --   three 
daughters (Ida, Rose, and 
Florence) and a son John 
William, who was David 
Hermann’s grandfather. 

�e older Wessels died 
on 22 December 1921 and 
is buried in Woodland 
Cemetery in Block 14, Lot 73.  
A funeral service was held in the Bethel German 
Methodist Church at 12th and Je�erson, followed 
by a military service at Woodland.  His wife and 
all four children survived him. 

During his lifetime, Wessels was very involved 
in his community.  He was an active member of 
both Bethel ME and Salem churches, the local 
American Travelers Protection Association, and 
the �ird Missouri Cavalry Association, as well 
as the John Wood GAR Post 96 where he served 
as chaplain and quartermaster.   

SOCIETY RECEIVES UNIQUE CIVIL WAR SOCIETY RECEIVES UNIQUE CIVIL WAR 
ARTIFACTS FROM HERMANN FAMILYARTIFACTS FROM HERMANN FAMILY

�e Historical Society recently received a donation of several items from Miriam Hermann of Quincy.  
�ese family treasures belonged to her late husband David’s great grandfather, Quincy businessman and Civil 
War veteran John J. Wessels II, and include a set of spurs, a ri�e, 1861-1864 diary, �ag, sword and scabbard, as 
well as portraits and a bugle pictured here.   

Wessels was born the eldest son of John and Margaret Wessels in Tannenhausen, Hanover, Germany, on 28 
March 1840.  In 1854, he and his family le� their homeland for the United States  A�er a two-week Atlantic 
crossing, the group landed at the Port of New Orleans and moved soon therea�er to the Golden, Illinois, area.   

HSQAC member David Hermann, a superb musician, o�en 
performed for the Society’s Christmas Candlelight Tours 
of the Governor John Wood Mansion.  His wife, Miriam, 
recently gave the Society several Civil War artifacts which 
belonged to his great grandfather.

A framed copy of Wessels’ military record is one 
of the artifacts the Society received from the 
Hermann collection. 

�e brass hilt of the sword which was 
donated is decorated with an intricate 
design featuring leaves, seals, and an 
eagle. 
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Bicentennial Book Coming Soon.

BENZ HIRED AS SOCIETY’S MUSEUM  BENZ HIRED AS SOCIETY’S MUSEUM  
AND COLLECTION MANAGER AND COLLECTION MANAGER 

With a passion for 
preserving and interpreting 
the stories of the past, 
Nancy is excited about this 
next step in her career. A 
proud Hancock County 
native, she holds a B.A. in 
American History with a 
concentration in women’s 
and gender studies from 
Quincy University. In 
2018, she received her 
M.A. in American History 
from Western Illinois 
University, specializing in 

public history. Her expertise encompasses women’s history, archival 
research, collection development, museum engagement, and heritage 
preservation, earning her recognition as a dynamic leader in the 
�eld. Nancy has received numerous academic and community 
impact awards and has been selected for national recognition as a 
museum professional.  

Most recently she served as Curator of Collections and Exhibits at 
�e Quincy Museum, where she revamped educational programs, 
developed exhibitions, and managed a diverse collection. In 2022, 
she was selected as a feature pro�le for the American Alliance of 
Museums Museum Professionals Pro�le Series. Her innovative 
contributions were recognized with the “Gem of the Gem City” 
award from Young Professionals of Quincy in 2023, and again in 
2024 as a recipient of the “20 Under 40” award from the Quincy 
Herald-Whig and Hannibal Courier Post. Complementing her 
curatorial work, she founded Tracking Your History: Family & 
History Preservation Services, helping individuals uncover and 
preserve their personal and organizational histories. 

She is the author of Trailblazing Midwestern 
Women: Women Who Made �eir Mark on 
HERstory (co-created with Robert Turek), an 
all-age coloring book providing illustrations 
and short biographies of local historical 
women. Nancy also has had numerous articles 
featured in local and national publications. 
Her scholarship bridges academic and public 
history, o�ering insight into underexplored facets of 19th and 20th-
century America. She has contributed as co-editor of the Western 
Illinois Historical Review and serves as a regional and state judge for 
National History Day competitions. 

Nancy’s dedication extends beyond her workplace; she also teaches 
engaging history lessons at local venues and organizations, inspiring 
her community to engage critically with the past. She has delivered 
keynote addresses and lectures for organizations, including the 
Quincy Preservation Commission and POLIS at Quincy University. 
Her media appearances include interviews on PBS, history podcasts, 
and magazine publications. 

She combines her academic rigor with a commitment to 
community engagement and making history inclusive and accessible. 
Nancy interned with the Illinois State Archives at their Macomb 
IRAD facility, assisting with genealogical requests and creating 
�nding aids for historical records from 16 counties. As a member 
of the Young Professionals of Quincy Council, she continues to 
advocate for her community and the preservation of Quincy’s 
rich cultural heritage. She volunteers as an archivist for Woodland 
Home/Quanada and has joined the Adams County Bicentennial 
Commission as a project manager for a mobile pop-up exhibit.  

Outside her professional pursuits, Nancy enjoys life in Quincy 
with her husband, Jacob, and their beloved yet sassy pooch, Alice. 
She volunteers at community hubs, reads an enormous amount of 
�ction, and consumes as many movies and reality TV shows as she 
possibly can. She is also an avid dinosaur lover! 

Nancy Benz of Quincy was recently named HSQAC Museum and Collection Manager, a new 
position created a�er the retirement of longtime Research Librarian and Collection Manager 
Jean Kay.   With her experience as a historian and museum professional, Nancy brings a wealth 
of knowledge and expertise to her role. In this position, she will coordinate operations at the 
History Museum on the Square and will also serve as the Collection Manager and Archivist in 
the Research Library at the 425 South 12th campus.   Additionally, she will create social media 
content. 

To celebrate our county’s 200th anniversary in 2025, the Adams County Bicentennial Committee, led by 
chairman Chuck Scholz, is proud to announce a new comprehensive historical book of the county, its 
people, and its communities, highlighted by hundreds of photographs representing all eras and aspects 
of local Adams County history. Adams County Illinois:  �e First 200 Years is scheduled to be published 
by Acclaim Press in early fall 2025. 

Be sure to come in and introduce yourself to Nancy at either of our locations! 
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While construction continues on the new 3,700 
square foot addition to the History Museum, some 
major exterior components are now visible giving 
the community a preview of the impressive steel 
and concrete façade of the ground �oor entrance which will soon be a reality.   
Exterior framing and waterproo�ng are completed, and interior framing and 
construction of the elevator sha� have now begun.  Drywall installation and 
�nishing have started in some areas inside the building, and it is expected that 
the glass panels will go in soon.  Plans for the remodeling of the Ernest Wood 
addition are currently being �nalized.   

When the project is �nished, patrons can expect an entrance lobby 
surrounded with stunning �oor to ceiling glass and access to the rest of the 
building through an elevator or stairway.  On the �rst �oor,  a new reception 
area will house a welcome desk which will o�er patrons information about the 
History Museum and other Quincy landmarks in keeping with the Museum’s 
status as an o�cial Welcome Center for the National Park Service’s Abraham 
Lincoln National Heritage Area.  On the second level, the unique Stained Glass 
Gallery will remain but will be equipped with access to the new event space 
and gallery which connects to an outdoor terrace with a river view.  New ADA 
compliant restrooms will also be added on the second level.  One of the last 
projects to be completed will be the elevator which will run from the basement 
to the second �oor of the building, providing transport for patrons and also for 
catering and exhibit needs.   

PROGRESS CONTINUES 
ON MUSEUM’S 
NEW ADDITION 
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Other improvements include the incorporation of the Lincoln 
Gallery into the Museum. �e gallery’s footprint will be enlarged 
when it is moved from the Society’s Visitors Center to the 
renovated Ernest Wood addition.  �is must-see display currently 
includes artifacts from Lincoln’s assassination as well as other 
historical items representing Lincoln’s many visits to Quincy. In the 
new gallery setting, Eliza Browning’s storyline will be expanded and 
her family’s relationship with Lincoln explored in depth.  Also, the 
story of Quincyan Henry Brown who walked Lincoln’s horse, Old 
Bob, during his funeral procession will be 
added to the exhibit.  �e plans also include 
rotating exhibit space in order to feature 
Lincoln artifacts from private collections 
and other institutions.     

�e fund raising e�ort for the building 
is ongoing and has moved into phase two 
which includes naming opportunities to 
honor donors supporting the project.   


�
�
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One of the chapter’s goals is to mark 
the grave sites and or cemeteries of the 
Revolutionary War Patriots who are buried 
within these nine counties.  Currently 
through use of the SAR Patriot Research 
System, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution Genealogy Research database, 

cemetery records, and other sites, the 
chapter has compiled a list of 115 patriots 
who are buried within the chapter’s 
boundaries.  Approximately 56 known 
patriot grave sites have been identi�ed 
by using photos of the actual grave site, 
visiting the grave in person, and through 
the help of historical societies.   

�e planning of a dedication takes 
close to a year.  �e chapter votes on a 
patriot to be honored, then a thorough 
research of his service is done.  �e grave 
site is located, and GPS coordinates are 
recorded. With the assistance of other 

patriotic organizations and historical 
societies, living descendants of the patriot 
are contacted and invited to the dedication.  
Every dedication features the presenting of 
colors and the national anthem as well as a 
gun salute and Taps.         

In recent years, the Elijah Smith 
chapter has dedicated the grave sites and 
cemeteries in the counties of Adams, Cass 
and Morgan, including that of Dr. Daniel 
Wood in Quincy’s Woodland Cemetery.  
On October 8 at 2:00 pm, the chapter 
will be honoring Revolutionary War 
Patriot Abraham Scholl who is buried at 
the Griggsville Cemetery in Griggsville, 
Pike County, Ill., by marking his grave and 
placing a cemetery plaque in his honor.  
�e public is invited to attend this special 
dedication. 

SAR HONORS REVOLUTIONARY WAR PATRIOTS 
ELIJAH SMITH CHAPTER, IL SSAR 

�e Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) is an organization which honors our Revolutionary patriot ancestors.  �e SAR 
was founded in 1889 and was chartered in 1906 as a non-pro�t, non-partisan organization.  �e Elijah Smith Chapter covers nine 
counties in Illinois -- Adams, Brown, Cass, Hancock, McDonough, Morgan, Pike, Schuyler, and Scott -- and meets once a month 
in Jacksonville.  

By: �omas E. Lamb (Camp Point),  
Vice-President
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�e year was 1907. Twenty-two year old 
Stella Zimmerman was hired in January to 
teach second grade at Quincy’s old Lincoln 
School. �e new school had not been 
built, the NAACP had not been created, 
and the 1908 Spring�eld, Illinois “Race 
Riot” had not occurred. Miss Zimmerman 
had taught for three years at the Lincoln 
School in Louisiana, Missouri, and was a 
1904 graduate of Lincoln Institute’s normal 
school course.  

In the years a�er the Civil War in the 
states that had segregated schools, it was 
common to name the school for African 
American children a�er Abraham Lincoln. 
�ree such schools are mentioned here. 
�e �rst one that Stella Zimmerman 
would have attended was the Lincoln 
School at Louisiana, Missouri. She brie�y 
started school there, returned to attend 
high school, and then taught her �rst 
years there. �e second one is the former 
Lincoln School at 10th and Spring Street 
in Quincy which had been built in 1872 
and rebuilt about 1911. And then there 
is Lincoln Institute which was one of the 
schools that provided a range of education 
for Missouri African Americans who could 
travel there. 

Of particular interest is the formation of 
the Lincoln Institute. It had been �nanced 

by veteran soldiers of the 62nd and 67th 
US Colored Troops in 1866 to provide a 
school to educate African Americans. 

Ms. Zimmerman’s own paternal 
grandfather, Reuben Zimmerman, had 
fought in one of these regiments until 
he succumbed to disease. �e 67th was 
originally the 3rd Missouri Colored Troops 
which explains the placement of the school 
in Je�erson City, Missouri. �ese soldiers 
had been taught to read and write during 
the Civil War by their o�cers and knew 
the value of education for their fellow 
citizens and children. �e school continues 
today as an integrated Lincoln University. 
Several members of Ms. Zimmerman’s 
family had graduated from the Lincoln 
Institute and become teachers. 

�e town of New Philadelphia should 
also be mentioned as Ms. Zimmerman 
grew up in the settlement and attended 
the New Philadelphia rural school. New 
Philadelphia was founded in 1836 in 
Pike County on the Illinois prairie, 30 
miles southwest of Quincy. �e founder 
was Free Frank, later known as Frank 
McWorter. He was the �rst African 
American to plat and legally register a 
town in the United States. He did so to 
earn more money to free additional family 
members, to provide an area to help 
freedom seekers along their freedom path, 
and to create an integrated town �lled 
with people who believed in freedom for 
all. Another family who �ourished there 
were the Clarks, some of whom moved 

to Quincy and were active in the Quincy 
Underground Railroad movement there as 
well as in New Philadelphia. 

Ms. Zimmerman taught 2nd and 3rd 
grades at Quincy’s Lincoln School until 
she resigned in August 1920.  She appears 
to have been very engaged, talented, and 
competent. With a certain modesty, she 
did not seek the limelight. She seemed 
to prefer to be helpful in furthering a 
good cause, to entertain, or honor God’s 
teachings with her music or ideas. 

 During these years she became 
acquainted with Aaron Malone, future 
husband of Annie Turbo Malone. Professor 
Malone was principal at Lincoln School 
from 1902 to 1911 and would become 
the Choir Director for the Bethel AME 
church.  In the Quincy newspapers of the 
time her name appears periodically when 
she participated in a musical program, an 
NAACP meeting, or a school activity. 

Stella Zimmerman had attended both 
integrated and segregated schools while 
growing up in Missouri and Illinois. 
She started school at Louisiana, Mo. in 
1891. Her extended family including her 
maternal grandparents lived there. Her 
mother was a young music teacher, and 
her father taught school. Her grandfather 
Alexander Hubbard was an early AME 
minister who had moved his family 
to Louisiana in 1872 from Chariton, 
Missouri, to minister at Wesley Chapel. 

By 1895 her mother, Charlotte had 

By:  Marynel Corton (Barry)

New Philadelphia residents circa 1917.  Stella Zimmerman is pictured in the second row, second from 
the le�.  Her mother, Charlotte McWorter, is standing next to her. 

STELLA STELLA 
ZIMMERMAN �  ZIMMERMAN � 
TEACHER AT TEACHER AT 

LINCOLN LINCOLN 
SCHOOLSCHOOL

�e New Philadelphia site was recently declared a 
National Historic Site and is under the umbrella of 
the National Park Service. 
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married George McWorter, a grandson 
of Free Frank McWorter.  Stella, her 
two brothers and mother moved to 
the settlement that remained at New 
Philadelphia community site in Pike 
County, Illinois. Nearby was the integrated 
rural school called New Philadelphia. 
Her brother, Hermes Zimmerman notes 
in his brief autobiography that the New 
Philadelphia school was pleasantly situated 
on a main road, a half mile from their 
home. �e school was used for community 
gatherings and Sunday School. It had a 
piano and organ. 

 Hermes recalled that their mother had 
very high expectations for her children’s 
school performance.  She wanted the 
local teacher to know how well African 
American children could learn. In 1895 
when the Zimmermans moved in, there 
were six African American families living 
in the area. Stella went through eighth 
grade there. 

 Stella’s �rst music teacher was her 
mother.  Hermes stated she believed in 
teaching everyone who was interested 
in music, regardless of skin tone. Stella 
excelled at both vocal and piano. Natural 

talent and learned skills in music served 
her well in Quincy in her church and at 
community events. She had also attended 
music programming at Lincoln Institute 
and the Quincy Conservatory. 

In July 1914 a conference entitled the 
Interstate Racial Conference was held at 
Quincy. �e NAACP Choir performed. 
Dr. W.E.B DuBois, who was the editor of 
the national African American publication 
entitled Crisis and a founder of the 
NAACP in 1909, was a key speaker. Stella 
Zimmerman performed a musical piece. 
Much of the meeting occurred at the Bethel 
AME Church where Stella had served as 
Choir Director since 1912. 

Stella was also active with the Lincoln 
School PTA and the local chapter of 
NAACP. One Quincy newspaper article 
reported that at the regular December 
meeting of the Quincy Lincoln PTA, a 
group took on a fundraising task to pay o� 
the school’s new Victrola. One of the four 
PTA members who agreed to raise money 
to cancel the debt was Stella Zimmerman. 
In January 1917, at the monthly meeting 
of the Quincy NAACP it is noted that Ms. 
Zimmerman opened the discussion on 

“Home” by presenting an interesting paper 
on this subject. About 100 people attended 
that meeting. 

In November 1918 when Aaron and 
Annie Malone had their grand opening 
celebration for a new building at Poro 
College in St. Louis, several Quincy 
residents were there. Stella and her brother 
Hermes Zimmerman of Hadley, Illinois, 
were there. Hermes had been asked to 
lead the Poro Chorus for the opening. 
Hermes as did Stella found inspiration 
in the many noted attendees. Aaron had 
married Annie Turbo Malone in 1914. 
She already had a successful hair products 
business which they both expanded. She 
was also a philanthropist who added social 
programming to her school called Poro 
College. �e Malones also had social events 
and owned houses in Quincy. 

 By 1922 Stella Zimmerman had married 
Elmer McDougal of Chicago and was 
teaching at the Lincoln School in Gary, 
Indiana. Mr. McDougal worked as a waiter 
on railroad diner cars and as an embalmer. 
�ey soon had two children. She passed 
away in January 1936 in Gary, Indiana, at 
the age of ��y one. 

�e Lincoln School building cost $28,000 and was built by George P. Behrensmeyer. Opening on Sept. 12, 1910, it was the most modern school 
in the district. �e building had eight classrooms, an auditorium, a manual training room, a domestic science room, a domestic arts room, and a 
principal’s o�ce. �e two-story school had a total of 22 rooms and could accommodate 400 people.  

�e building is now part of the 11th Street campus of Blessing Health System and was converted for use as housing for the hospital’s boiler system 
in 1960.  Blessing commemorated the building this spring, recognizing it as the �rst public school for African American children in Quincy. 
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Frank E. Campbell, famously known as 
the “Undertaker of the Stars,” was born on 
July 4, 1872, in Camp Point, Illinois. Raised 
in a family deeply rooted in national and 
community service, Frank learned early 
the importance of dedication and hard 
work. His father, George S. Campbell, 
served honorably with the 16th Illinois 
Infantry Regiment during the Civil War, a 
legacy of commitment that George and his 
wife, Melvina, diligently passed on to their 
children. Together with his brother Charles 
and sister Cora, Frank grew up in a modest 
home where every family member played a 
vital role and contributing was simply a way 
of life. 

Like many families in rural Adams 
County, the Campbells were known for their 
tireless work ethic. Frank Campbell began 
working at the young age of twelve, taking 
a job with the Baschey-Liggett Lumber 
Company in Camp Point. His time at the 
successful lumberyard helped him develop 
his carpentry skills, and before long, he 
was handcra�ing tables, chairs, and most 
notably co�ns. In the 1880s, it was common 
for furniture makers to also serve as local 
undertakers. �is early work experience in 
Camp Point proved to be a turning point, 
shaping the course of Frank’s life forever. 

Funerals in rural Illinois during the 

19th century were somber, intimate, sad 
gatherings, most o�en held in the family 
home. Preparation was minimal, o�ering 
scant comfort to those mourning their 
loss. To Frank, these Victorian rituals felt 
gloomy and painfully awkward. Witnessing 
loved ones struggle through grief with 
such stark, crude customs le� a deep 
impression on him. Inspired by what he saw, 
Frank imagined a better way, a digni�ed, 
compassionate approach to honoring the 
dead and supporting the living. 

By the age of 18, Frank Campbell was 
already arranging funerals across Adams 
County, but he found himself frustrated by 
the sti�ing, outdated customs surrounding 
death in his community. Fueled by a bold 
vision to revolutionize funeral traditions and 
leave his mark on the trade, Campbell made 
the daring decision to move to New York 
City in 1892 at just 20 years old, setting the 
stage for a transformation in the industry 
that would rede�ne dignity and innovation 
in funeral services. 

Frank Campbell’s New York journey into 
the world of memorial services began at the 
storied Stephen Merritt Burial Company, an 
institution immersed in both the traditions 
and changes of its era. �e company was not 
just a funeral home:   it operated one of the 
earliest embalming schools, a practice that 
�rst developed amid the turmoil of the Civil 
War. As families longed to bring their loved 

one’s home, embalming grew from wartime 
necessity to a widespread custom by the 
dawn of the 20th century. 

Driven and ambitious, Campbell enrolled 
at the pioneering Renouard School of 
Embalming in New York, the �rst institution 
of its kind in the United States. His days 
were spent overseeing funerals; his nights, 
steeped in careful study of the delicate art 
of preservation. Campbell’s unyielding 
dedication did not go unnoticed. By the age 

CAMP POINT BOY BECOMES THE WORLD  CAMP POINT BOY BECOMES THE WORLD  
RENOWNED “UNDERTAKER OF THE STARS” RENOWNED “UNDERTAKER OF THE STARS” 

By: Rob Mellon 

By the age of 18, Frank Campbell was already 
arranging funerals across Adams County, but he 
found himself frustrated by the sti�ing, outdated 
customs surrounding death in his community.
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of 25, he held the titles of General Manager 
and Vice President at Stephen Merritt. Still 
restless to forge his own legacy, however, 
Campbell con�dently struck out on his own 
barely a year later, determined to rede�ne 
the future of funeral service. 

Frank E. Campbell shook up New York’s 
funeral traditions when he opened the Frank 
E. Campbell Burial and Cremation Company 
in Manhattan in 1898. Determined to 
transform somber rituals into upli�ing 
tributes, Campbell pioneered the shi� from 
quiet home vigils to grand, beautifully staged 
ceremonies in his lavish, chandelier-lit 
funeral parlor. He replaced old-fashioned 
horse-drawn hearses with a �eet of elegant 
Rolls-Royces, setting a new bar for style 
and sophistication. Always looking ahead, 
Campbell introduced paid obituary ads so 
families could honor loved ones publicly, and 
he transformed funeral homes by o�ering 
personalized visitation rooms complete with 
modern comforts. Not content with just 
innovation, he also began training female 
embalmers and arrangers, a radical move 
that brought new faces and perspectives 
into the industry for the �rst time. �rough 
these bold changes, Campbell turned gloomy 
farewells into extraordinary celebrations of 
life, forever rede�ning what a funeral could 
be. 

His personal life changed, as well. Frank 
met Amelia Margaret Klutz, a schoolteacher 
from Staten Island, and the two quickly 
formed a lasting bond. On June 15, 1905, 
they were married in Manhattan. Embarking 
on a grand, new adventure together, the 
newlyweds set sail to Europe and the Far 
East for their honeymoon. 

Upon her return to New York, Amelia 
trained in funerary science and went on to 
serve as Vice President and Secretary of the 
Frank Campbell Funeral Home. �eir son, 
Frank Campbell, Jr., followed in the footsteps 
of his mother and father and became actively 
involved in the family business from a young 
age. 

�e Campbell family quickly became a 
household name in New York City, thanks 
to their �air for unforgettable, deeply 
personalized ceremonies. Word spread 
about Frank’s remarkable approach. He 
once honored an elderly woman’s unusual 
wish by carefully embalming her beloved 
canary so it could be laid to rest beside her. 
With such extraordinary attention to detail, 

Frank’s business soon drew a clientele of 
celebrities and anyone seeking an extra-
special, white-gloved farewell. �e funeral 
home’s reputation grew with its �rst celebrity 
service, honoring the famed opera singer 
Enrico Caruso, but it was the spectacular 
send-o� for screen idol Rudolph Valentino 
that truly put the Frank E. Campbell Burial 
Company on the map. 

Valentino was more than just an Italian 
movie star, he was one of Hollywood’s very 
�rst heartthrobs, igniting a frenzy unlike 
anything America had seen before. With 
his undeniable good looks and charisma, 
Valentino drew adoring fans in droves, 
ushering in the golden age of celebrity 
obsession and the rise of passionate fan 
clubs. Sadly, at the height of his fame, 

tragedy struck. On August 23, 1926, he 
collapsed at Manhattan’s Hotel Ambassador 
and died suddenly at 31 years old, shocking 
millions around the globe. Valentino’s 
untimely death only cemented his legend, 
transforming him from box o�ce sensation 
into a Hollywood icon. 

Rudolph Valentino’s funeral was an 
unforgettable spectacle. Crowds estimated 
at over 100,000 people �lled the streets of 
Manhattan, gathering outside the Frank 
Campbell Funeral Home in a display 
of overwhelming grief and admiration. 
Following this dramatic outpouring, 
Valentino’s remains made their solemn 
journey by train across the country to 
California. 

From that moment on, Frank Campbell 
became synonymous with the most 
glamorous and exclusive farewells in 
New York. Celebrities, dignitaries, and 
society’s elite trusted his visionary approach 
to memorializing lives. Not content 
with traditional o�erings, Campbell 
revolutionized the business, introducing 
adaptable chapels, elegant roo�op and 
dining venues for intimate gatherings, and 
a steadfast devotion to care, privacy, and 
unparalleled service. He even acquired a 
yacht, �e Hour Glass, transforming it into 
a �oating sanctuary for truly unforgettable 
funeral ceremonies. With tailored caskets 
and dazzling themed tributes personalized 
to each individual, Campbell brought an 
unmatched artistry to every celebration 
of life, elevating funerals to events as 
memorable as the people they honored. 

Renowned for his reputation of exclusivity 
and lavish service, Campbell was more than 
just a funeral director to the elite. He held 
a deep conviction that every individual, 
regardless of wealth or social standing, 
was entitled to a digni�ed farewell. With 
steadfast compassion, Campbell ensured that 
even the poorest members of the community 
received respectful and meaningful funeral 
services. 

Tragically, just as Frank Campbell’s 
business was �ourishing and his reputation 
soaring, he passed away from heart failure 
on January 19, 1934. Never one for modesty, 
Frank’s �nal wish matched his grand spirit. 
He requested a massive bronze casket and 
a resting place beside his mother at the 
Bergen Crest Mausoleum in New Jersey. 

Amelia, a pioneering �gure and longtime leader at 
Frank Campbell Funeral Home, ascended to the 
presidency of the company a�er Frank’s death. 



Unfortunately, the enormous, 1,400-pound casket was far too large 
to �t inside the mausoleum. As a result, Frank’s remains were le� in 
an unlikely resting place, stored under a stairway, where they would 
remain for decades. 

Amelia, a pioneering �gure and longtime leader at Frank 
Campbell Funeral Home, ascended to the presidency of the 
company a�er Frank’s death. Under her visionary leadership, she 
orchestrated the funeral home’s signi�cant relocation to Madison 
Avenue, dramatically raising its pro�le in the city. Demonstrating 
her forward-thinking approach, Amelia became the �rst in the 
industry to launch a radio advertising campaign, an innovative 
move that set new standards for funeral home marketing. She 
continued as president of the company until 1944, when she 
entrusted daily operations to her son, Frank Campbell, Jr. A 
decade later, in 1954, the respected Campbell family sold the 
business to Service Corporation International, marking a pivotal 
shi� by aligning with one of the world’s leading funeral service 
conglomerates. 

Frank E. Campbell 
Funeral Home stands as 
one of the nation’s most 
distinguished burial 
services, renowned for 
its legacy of serving an 
extraordinary roster of 
legends, luminaries, and 
historical icons. Its beautiful 
parlors have borne witness 
to the �nal farewells of 
world-famous �gures, 
from cultural icons like 
John Lennon and �e 
Notorious B.I.G., to political 
royalty such as Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, and 
creative visionaries like Judy 
Garland and Heath Ledger. 
�e list of notable clients 
extends to trailblazers 
and titans of every stripe, including Nikola Tesla, Joan Rivers, 
James Cagney, Ivana Trump, Bat Masterson, Ayn Rand, and even 
infamous ma�a bosses, cementing Campbell’s reputation as the 
�nal gathering place for those who shaped American history. 

For over 125 remarkable years, the Frank Campbell Funeral 
Home has stood as a beacon of privacy, discretion, and unmatched 
personalized service. What began as the dream of a determined 
and innovative young boy from Camp Point has blossomed into 
a trusted sanctuary for families in their most sensitive moments. 
Known for honoring every unique request, Frank Campbell 
Funeral Home continues today to provide compassion and care 
with a personal touch that has made them legendary in the 
industry. 
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Campbell replaced the tradition of horse drawn hearses with a �eet of Rolls-
Royce automobiles. 

Rudolph Valentino’s funeral was an unforgettable spectacle. Crowds esti-
mated at over 100,000 �lled the streets of Manhattan, gathering outside 
the Frank Campbell Funeral Home in a display of overwhelming grief and 
admiration. 

Rudolph Valentino

For over 125 remarkable years, the Frank Campbell Funeral Home has stood 
as a beacon of privacy, discretion, and unmatched personalized service. 
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�ree race cars with their drivers poised at the starting line, while eight other men and an airplane complete the exciting scene. Baldwin Park, originally 
situated at 30th and Maine Streets, was established in 1892 by �omas Baldwin. It became a cornerstone of local history, serving as the venue for the 
Adams County Fair throughout the 1920s. �e park’s legacy continued until 1954, when its remaining buildings were removed to make room for  
Quincy Senior High School and Baldwin School.


