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Bandits Hold up Fowler Bank

video. Kay has retired a er 21 years as the research librarian and collectagesr ficarthe Historical
Society of Quincy and Adams County.

‘SHE KNOWS SO MUCH
AND WHERE EVERYTHING'S AT’

By: Deborah Gertz Husar more research, and | was o and running,
Herald-Whig Sta Writer nding more”’ Kay said.
Used with permission
Jean Kay retires a er 21 years with Twenty-one years later, Kay said it was time
the Historical Society of Quincy and  to leave the job, e ective the end of 2024,
Adams County. but she still continues to volunteer one day

a week, working with Benz, hired to manage

Nancy Benz says it's amazing to watch Jeathe History Museum on the Square and as
Kay at work in the collections of the Historicalcollections manager. “I'm going to do what
Society of Quincy and Adams County. WhenNancy tells me to do,” Kay said. But Benz
working to answer a question, Kay knows  quickly disagrees. “She’s still going to research
what resource to use “and goes directly to it and tell me where to go,” Benz said. “If | don't
Benz said. “I'm never going to be able to Il know it, Jean knows it, and if Jean doesn't
her shoes — she knows so much and where know it, I try to know it
everything’s at — but I'm going to try and || ) )
some of that space” Kay credits Iris Nelson, HSQAC Board President Lynn Niewohner
retired Quincy Public Library reference praised Kay's dedication. “She's done a
librarian, for suggesting that she consider ~ rémendous job for us,” Niewohner said.
the job as the historical society’s research K@ managed the society’s collections and
librarian and collections manager. “I had bee@nSwered research questions, working with
doing genealogical research for hire, and Id HSQAC sta and dedicated volunteers. Some
also done quite a bit of research on my own questions come from athors in the midst of
family, so | knew about the resources in the @ Manuscript vy|th area ties. O'Fhers focus on
local area which was quite important for this 9€nealogy, articles for the society's quarterly
job? Kay said. “Someone coming from outsidgnagazine or, more rgcently, the Adams County
would have had probably more experience in Bicentennial. “Over time, the job has expanded

" working in a place like this, but they wouldn't 9réatly. ere's a lot more connection from
Fame Takes Half Century t0 e had the background: outside the area, so that means there's more

2

Reach Quincy Artist questions coming in all the time,” Kay said.
Her own family, for example, includes “I've helped with school programs. I've given

connections to the former Wellman Tobacco house tours. I've sold things in the gi shop. |
On the Cover: e Farm-Yard in Winter by Company in Quincy and to Judge Benjamin didn't ever mow the grass.’
G.H. Durrie. Published by Currier and Ives Berrian, who donated the site for the original _ _ _
(NY) in 1861. school named in his honor and built in 1868.  But Kay's favorite task remained researching
“ ose people had interesting histories. Id the past — and the people — of Quincy and

heard the stories about them. | enjoyed doing‘da@ms County.
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“Sometimes even an average job can be especially important. You don't know until you've
actually done some research about someone, and you o en nd out they did do something that was
important,” Kay said. “ at's what historical societies are supposed to be doing, nding just yo
average person and showcasing how they a ected their communities or households, how thety conne
to the larger picture of human history,” Benz said.

Benz came to HSQAC a er nearly a decade working in the “public history world,” primarily at the
Quincy Museum. “I've always loved what the Historical Society has stood for and donely’'m real
excited to be a part of that now,” she said. Most impressive, she said, is just the amount oftedcumen
history for the county. “You think of Quincy as a small town, the county as a small county and that not
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a whole lot really goes on, but working here and working on projects with Jean, I've come to realize

Quincy had a really neat history with manufacturing, ag, bakeries, breweries, all of these di erent

MnNioSI1TUNRILCAL SULIC I T

things,” Benz said. “As a trained historian, making those small connections to the greater American BOARD OF
narrative has always been really important to me. Whether that is creating exhibits or ndiryg famil DIRECTORS:
history, writing articles or something kids can see, smell and touch to connect to that tpeaterss :
always been what drives me.”
Tony Crane
Dr. George Crickard
Terrell Dempsey
Kim Dinkheller
4 Dr. Patrick Hotle
;o Jan Hummel
¥ . Dr. Tim Jacobs
Fe Amy Kaiser
= e . £ Lynn Niewohner
HSQAC members Dr. Patrick Hotle and Beth Younfi_oy e I 7 NI\ W Kelsey Pigg
thha_lve been named to lllinois State Historical Board;Speakers at the Lincoln Day celebration included, L Gabrielle Rober
IS year. K - . . N
to R:  William Gri ng, Jonathan White, Dr. Michael Lynn Snyder

MEMBERS ATTEND
LINCOLN BIRTH-
DAY CELEBRATION
IN SPRINGFIELD

On February 15th last, four Historical Society Jonathan White, professor at Christopher

members attended the 216th Abraham Lincoln
birthday celebration hosted by the Abraham
Lincoln Association in the Abraham Lincoln
Hotel in historic downtown Spring eld, Illinois.
Quincyans Dr. Tim Jacobs, Rich Keppner, Dr.
Patrick Hotle, and Beth Young, all current
Society members and past or current Board
members, enjoyed the event enormously.

During the day, the attendees heard several
excellent speakers and enjoyed a delicious
banquet meal. e keynote presenter was Dr.
Michael Burlingame, the author of a number
of books about Lincoln. His magnum opus is
Abraham Lincoln: A Lifpublished in 2009 which
contains over 2000 pages. In scholarly circles,
the book is referred to as the “green monster”
and weighs about nine pounds.

A second nationally-known speaker, Tim
Good, chose the topic “Lincoln and Lynching”
for his presentation. Good is currently the
National Park Service director of the Lincoln
Home in Spring eld. Previous assignments

Burlingame, Kate Masur, Edward McClelland, and

Tim Good. Brad Tietsort
Dr. J. Matthew Ward

include White Haven, Grant's home in St. Tl e

Louis, and Ford’s eater in Washington, D.C.
His name might sound familiar, since he has
appeared at HSQAC events, including the Civil
War Symposium series.

OFFICERS:
President: Lynn Niewohner
1st Vice President:
Gabrielle Rober
2nd Vice President: Brad Tietsort
Treasurer: Jan Hummel
Secretary: Dr. Tim Jacobs

Newport University in Virginia, added to the
event by talking with his co-editor, William
Gri ng, about their new releasé Great and
Good Man a compilation of letters hitherto
unknown which relate to Lincoln. White

is a frequent guest on C-Span Civil War
programming.

Rounding out the roster of speakers were
Edward McClelland, who talked about Stephen
Douglas’ greatest speech, and Kate Masur, who
tackled the Black Laws of Lincoln’s era.

STAFF:

Rob Mellon, Executive Director
Susi DeClue, O ce Manager
Dan Doane, Grounds
Nancy Benz, Collections and
Museum Manager
Heather Bangert, Gi Shop Sta
Jenna Benz,

e Governor’s PostDesigner

While attending the event, our Quincyans
also met with William Furry, Executive Director
of the lllinois State Historical Society (ISHS).
Dr. Hotle and Ms. Young have been selected
for o ces in the ISHS for the coming term.
Hotle will replace Young as an Advisory Board
member, and Young has been named to the
Board of Directors. Having HSQAC members
serving on ISHS boards and committees will
strengthen our connection to the “goings-on” of
lllinois history throughout the state.
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BANDITS HOLD UP FOWLER BANK

Making AdemsCouniy
Bandlit Proof

By: Beth Lane

In 1924, the state of lllinois had the
unfortunate distinction of having forty
percent of all the bank robberies in the
United States! It took an armed robbery
in broad daylight by unmasked men at the
Fowler Bank een miles north of Quincy
to demonstrate that Adams County was ng
excluded from the troubles that plagued th
lllinois banking industry in 1925.

In 1874, Quincy had been the site of

one dollar, a considerable savings to both
banker and customer.

In April of 1925, the bankers of Adams

County, including all the Quincy banks

plus sixteen banks from small surrounding

towns, met to begin to organize protection
t for their facilities under the guidance of the
e lllinois Bankers Association. e IBA had

hired R.C. Saunders, former Des Moines,

lowa chief of police to create and implemen

a plan. e IBA then embarked on a county

On ursday, May 14, 1925, at approximately
3:30 pm, two unmasked men robbed the State
Bank of Fowler and ed the scene in a stolen
Ford car.

e IBA plan was organized under the
tsheri 's 0 ce, with the community choosing
upstanding citizens as town guards who
would then be deputized. Each guard was

the largest bank heist in the country when
$250,000 was stolen from the First

by-county tour of lllinois seeking to set up supplied with a heavy.45 caliber revolver and

a Krag carbine ri e, the service weapon

National Bank. $85,000 in cash was
carried away in carpet bags, the res
being stocks and bonds and bearer
notes. Since that time, the area had
been spared further major bank
robberies. Quincy Sheri Grubb
thought that the reason was, at least | -
in part, due to our lack of paved road |
that could allow criminals to make a
quick escape to Chicago, Kansas Ci |
or St. Louis. But things were changir|
by 1925.

of the U.S. military during the early
1900s. e men were to be trained in
the use of the rearms and required to
complete target practice each month. In
addition, the banks would post in their
window a red card stating: “$1,000 will
be paid for the capture or taking of any
robber or robbers, burglar or burglars,
Dead or Alive!”

Along with the three to ve local
guards, all area telephone operators
would be trained to sound the alarm

v

Despite the Hollywood version
of bank robbing, it was far from
being an individual operation. Most
heists were done by highly organize e fioor
bank-robbing gangs. In 1925, bank ke by

beneath

locked by

DIAGRAM OF INTERIOR OF FOWLER BANK— (1) Indicates safe and money drawer
silver amounting to more than $2,000,

entered the fropt door of the bank. (4) Where Bedale and Seckman were forced to lie on

when noti ed and they were provided
with the contact numbers of other local
sheri s and agencies to immediately
cast a net to catch the criminals. All

ashier's cage from which the two ,armed, unmasked bandits took the currency and
(2) Vault in which cashier and two customers were

the bandits. (3) Cage at which Bedale and Seckman were standing when robbers

while robbers looted safe and money drawer. (5) Stolen Ford whick ted f
frofit of bank with third member of the gang at wheel. Dolred“]i:‘:‘ghw:w: p.?}:

hn_n_dits ".'.,l,h,mr l[ight from bank after locking three men in the bank vault

robbers stole more money than
the US government realized from

taxation, roughly $3,800,000,000. is made protective forces and integrate them into a,

being a bank teller in Illinois a dangerous
occupation. And robbery was very expens
to borrowers. Bankers, to balance their re
ink, charged six dollars per thousand as a
premium against loss from robberies. In
1924, our neighbor state, lowa, took steps
correct a similar situation and by decreasi

railroad ticket takers or toll collectors
would be likewise trained.

Under the plan, an agreement was to
epe forged to allow area communities to
send their vagrants to Quincy to be lodged
in the workhouse, with the fee for their
adnaintenance paid by the referring locality.
It was common practice for gangs to send
an advance man to the town, posing as
hat vagrant while scouting the bank, likely

_ statewide network. In the fall of 1925, sixte

Vflinois bank robberies were in villages

| with a population under 800 people, and &
correspondingly small police force. lowa h
56 bank robberies in 1920. A er Governor

®arding implemented the lowa Bankers

'%Protective League using Saunders’ plan, t

their crime rate managed to lower the loss
premium from six dollars per thousand to

4 | e Governor’s Post

number fell to eight robberies in 1924, with
only three being successful.

escape routes and gathering information.
To document this, Saunders had a sketch

hsqac.orq 217-222-1835




In 1924, the state of lllinois had the
unfortunate distinction of having forty percent
of all the bank robberies in the United States.

found in a robber’s car in Albian, lllinois,

drawn by a “tramp” It showed the business |

section of Albian, the interior and exterior
of the bank, the number of o cers on duty,
the road by which to arrive and the one by

which to depart, the possible sum to be had'® 1
and even a tentative day for the robbery. It | . .
was Saunders’ opinion that if a vagrant knew

he had to stay away from Adams County,
or break rocks in the Quincy workhouse,
he would choose to go elsewhere. (ere
was push-back in Quincy by the Labor
Unions who objected to housing vagrants
who would then be discharged, penniless,
into the Quincy area. “Labor does not

In 1874, Quincy was the site of the
largest bank heist in the country
when $250,000 was stolen from the
First National Bank. ¥

accomplice waiting in the auto outside an(
sped away.

ey used a car stolen in Quincy as the
getaway vehicle and drove it to a little-use
lane near Mendon where another car was
parked. ey were going fast enough to lea
twenty feet of skid marks as they stopped

NEVER BEFORE IN
POLICE ANNALS!
NEVER BEFORE _

The Dramatized [

want Quincy to be the dumping ground sty

but still tarried long enough to remove the

for people co’?sid%reg und_esiralIJDIe_Iby OtheT jicense plates from the stolen auto before| e
CHomr;;urg'isb Sallotlggsumcy aly leaving. In case they were followed, they § coear..
eraid, Lctober 18, ) broke out the car's rear window to be able| .

. With The
e Fowler bank job in May of 1925 re freely at anyone pursuing them. o

netted the robbers about $2,000 in cash a
$45,000 in notes. (However, these notes
were of no value to the robbers, being loca
promissory notes and mortgages.) Two
men entered the bank, pulling guns on the
bank teller and his customer, and emptyin
the cash drawer. e safe standing behind
the teller cage was closed but not locked
and quickly emptied by the thieves. About
this point, another bank customer, Gale
Tout, manager of a lumber yard, entered
the bank with $95 cash in his hand to be

nd e three locked in the bank vault were
heard by a fourteen-year-old boy who the
entered the bank. e manager, hollering
instructions from inside the vault told the
young man who to call. He quickly raised
Y the alarm, phoning the bank president anc
the sheri in Quincy. A er the manager =
called out the safe combination, number-byMovie poster for e Great St. Louis Bank
number, from inside the vault, the door was ROPPery (1959). Despite the Hollywood

d and the three insid freed version of bank robbing, it was far from being
openedan e three inside were Ireed. 4 individual operation. Most heists were done

by highly organized bank-robbing gangs.

Since the bank protection plan had not

deposited. It took him a minute to register
the drawn pistols pointed at him. He soon
had his hands over his head, cash still in
one of them. is occasioned some dispute
between the robbers, according to Mr.
Tout, with the older one saying, “Aw let the
poor devil keep his money. It's not insured
and the bank’s money is.” Soon the two
customers, the cashier and the $95 were
locked in the vault. e robbers joined their

yet been implemented, the robbers made
good their escape, and although one man
was later arrested in Kansas City, he was
extradited to stand trial before he manage
to post bail and disappear. e getaway
driver was sentenced for another robbery,
but he escaped from his jail cell.

d

e lllinois IBA plan was implemented
and in May of 1926 there were 102

Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County, Est. 1896

county banker’s federations, town guard

h&fganizations in thirty-three counties and

about 2500 armed guards. Prison sentences
had been increased for bank robbery and
cooperation between ve states was helping
in prosecutions. irty active bank robbers
had been sent to the penitentiary and losses
reduced by half a million dollars.




MAJOR CHANGES HAPPENING IN I\/IUSEUI\/I GIFT SHOP

By: Emily Peters and Patrick Milford

Have you heard whispers of changes happening in Quincy’
History Shop in the History Museum on the Square at 332
Maine? We are Emily Peters and Patrick Milford of Golden
Collective, an apparel and lifestyle brand whose mission is to
highlight what makes Quincy special, and we are excited that
we are involved in some of those changes.

For the past two years, Golden Collective has been one
of the region’s favorite places to purchase apparel and gi s
that showcase Quincy pride. We create locally inspired
goods based on Quincy'’s iconic history, architecture, events,
and more. Our driving force is this community; we love
celebrating the people and places that keep Quincy moving
forward.

Our partnership with the Historical Society of Quincy
and Adams County began in October of 2024 when we were
graciously invited to sell our wares at the beloved Woodland
Cemetery Tours. A portion of proceeds from each sale made
during the tours was gi ed to HSQAC in support of their
mission.

We are thrilled to announce we're joining the museum’s
gi shop, Quincy’s History Shop, as a premier merchandise
provider. We look forward to continuing our partnership with
the Historical Society, combining our e orts to promote all
the things that make Quincy cool. Plan a visit to the museum
soon and see what we've been up to!

Emily Peters and Patrick Milford own Golden Collective, which will be the new

Join us at Quincy’s History Shop at 332 Maine Street on  premier merchandise provider in Quincy's History Shop, the gi shop in the

Saturday, March 15, from 10 am-2 pm and meet the makers. History Museum.

B¢ ENCTE NN T AL S ERIE S i
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THE AMAZING LIFE'OF LAUHETTA ENO

A PRESENTATION BY"ARLIS I]h_‘l’_ﬂl'ER

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2025
6:30PM - PROGRAM

MARY ELLEN ORR AUDITORIUM, JOHN WOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE
1301 5. 48TH STREET, QUINCY, ILLINOIS

&
SPONSORED BY JOHN WOOD C.C. AND THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY W0
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Rememberi
... bDenn

(His Sister-in-Law)

e bust of “Young Lincoln” was created by Dennis Raymond DeClug|
and donated to the Historical Society by his brother, Gary DeClue, an
sister, Sandra DeClue Brewer, following Denny’s death from cancer.
are to install it in the new Lincoln Gallery when the Society’s collectio
of Lincoln artifacts is moved to the History Museum following the
upcoming construction project.

“Young Lincoln,” when | rst met him, resided on the back porch at
the DeClue family home. | noticed him resting on the bookcase whe

! WO.U|d sngak through the door to grab some peanut butter fudge at Sandy Brewer and Gary DeClue, younger siblings of Dennis “Denny” DeClue,
Christmastime, just like the rest of the family. It was cooler out there sQ, i pedside the “Young Lincolr’ bust Denny sculpted when he was a young

the fudge fared well, and | am sure Mr. Lincoln kept & somewhat watchiyh. Following Denny's death, the family is donating the pibeeHistorical
eye on how many pieces each of us took. | was certainly curious abogbciety for use in the Lincoln Gallery.

the sculpture, so | asked about its history and was told “Oh, Denny made

that for Mom and Dad. " It was amazing, and a great likeness - incredi@ysions of his famous cream cheese dip for the holidays-one with meat
detailed. Even to an untrained eye such as mine — the chiseled featuregd one without, for the vegetarians in the family, his sister and her
down to the hair on his head - seemed real; the eyes and the expressi@aughter, Cara. Another vivid holiday memory -- sitting in the family
soulful, sorrowful, wistful. But most of all, it was room listening to the two brothers-Denny

very beautiful and exceptionally well done. and Gary-as they sat around the television

near the kitchen table, chatting, cheering and
commiserating during KC Chiefs games.

Sandy recalls, however, that Denny was not
satis ed with this particular Lincoln sculpture
and had even started on another one. He did
not think he had captured the true emaotion in
Lincoln's expression and was starting over.

Trips to Silver Dollar City were annual
events for many, many years. “D” and his dad
always participated in the military ceremony
when the park opened in the morning, and he
looked forward to being robbed by the “Boland”
brothers each and every time the family rode the
train through the woods at the venue.

Denny was born in Malden, Missouri, the
rst child of Raymond and Wanda DeClue.
Following graduation from high school, he
received a degree in business administration
from University of Missouri-Columbia, then
served in the United States Army where he was
stationed in Bankok, ailand. He was honorably
discharged.

Denny’s later years were far from pleasant, but
the debilitating pain he o en experienced, rst
from sciatica and then from cancer, did not deter
him from the many trips home to help his mom
before and a er his father’s death. He always
brought goodies — veggies from his garden,
bargains from a good sale at a grocery store, or a
book he had read and thought she would enjoy.
Weekly calls just to chat or discuss a television
show were also valued. He usually tried to nd a
show they both could watch, then call her a er to
discuss it.

A man of many talents, Denny was an award-
winning bass sherman, a very successful
gardener and landscaper, as well as a wonderful.
artist. His visual acuity and artistic talent were |
natural gi s, and in addition to the Lincoln bust, :
he produced several oil paintings, drawings and Bust of “Young Lincoln” by Dennis Raymond
other sculptures. His use of color was impressivé€eClue.
as was his understanding of the intricacies of the

living form (both human and animal), of balance, and of nature. ese  Not long before his death, he participated in the Honor Flight to

skills were evidenced not only in his paintings and sculptures but also Washington, D.C., as a Vietnam War Veteran and considered it one of the

in the area of landscaping. He spent several years in Columbia as a great honors and highlights of his life.

landscaper for renowned Missouri landscape designer and photographer

Gay Bumgarner (Quarter Horses Running in the Snow). Denny was a kind, kind soul and a really good man. He was also very

unassuming regarding any recognition of his talents. He never sought a

Denny dearly loved his family and took exceptional care of his parerigieer as an artist, entered any competitions, or wanted attention or any

his siblings, their spouses and families; and his kitties, Jake and Babyremuneration for his art. Acknowledging Denny’s death makes us, his

At family gatherings, he o en shared his cooking skills. He specializedtamily, sad beyond measure, but we are also joyful that his talent has beer

in fried chicken and chili -- plus peanut butter fudge, of course, and  recognized with this display of his work and that his legacy, his art, will be

a fantastic cream cheese dip every year at Christmastime. Being the enjoyed by many.

thoughtful brother and uncle that he was, Denny always made two

Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County, Est. 1896




Bergner’s Store Reshaped
the Retall Landscape in Quinc

not save what had been the primary anchor at

By: Rob Mellon
e Gem City has a long history of

department stores, especially in uptown
Quincy. Unfortunately, by the late 1970s
commerce shi ed from the downtown area tg
shopping centers farther east. e interstate
did not run to Quincy at that time, and other
modes of transportation to western lllinois
were limited. Quincy was indeed the capital
of what is o en referred to as “Forgottonia,” &
political name for the area devised to repres

the lack of governmental support for econom

development in western lllinois.

Bergner's Department store, however,
considered the seclusion of the area as a
possible strength and initiated a study to
determine the viability of store expansion
in Quincy. e company commissioned
Hammer, Siler, George and Associates of

Washington, D.C., to conduct a market study.

e three-month study revealed that 78% of
business to Quincy came from Adams Coun
and communities in northeast Missouri.
Although remote, the city was centrally locat
in rural western lllinois with only Keokuk,
lowa, and Hannibal, Missouri, providing
limited retail competition.

Moreover, according to the study, 30% of
Quincy women were leaving the area to sho
in other communities, primarily St. Louis.
Additionally, 38% of the entire retail business
in the county was going to other communitie,
is indicated there was room for signi cant
retail growth in the city, especially for higher

e Bergner’s store in Quincy was one of the best performing |

ocations in the soaempiaayportfolio, bu
the Quincy Mall for years.

inventories. ese discoveries informed
Bergner’s decision to expand into western
lllinois with a facility approximately 100,000
square feet in size which would serve as an
anchor store for the planned Quincy Mall at
33rd and Broadway.

Bergner’s had an impressive history going
back nearly a century. e company was
in 1899. at single store would become

the second largest lllinois retailer outside of

Chicago. Bergner would grow his business

Wisconsin.

e major expansion of the business came
in the 1970s, however. From 1973 to 1978
Bergner’s doubled in size. omas P. Liston,
the CEO of Bergner’s during that time, plann
to double the number of stores again by 198

ty During the 1970s, the company purchased
Myers Brothers’ lllinois stores in Spring eld,
edDecatur, Danville, Mattoon, and Lincoln. In
addition, Bergner's acquired Weise Stores in
central and northern lllinois. Combined with
Myers and Weise, Bergner’s was in the top 4
of retailers nationally. It was at this time the
business planned its expansion to western
P lllinois. It was a controversial move in the
company because Quincy was outside its
normal area of consideration. e location wa
‘a challenge, but because Bergner’s preferreq
build in smaller cities with rural surrounding

D

[

and Carson, Pirie, Scott in Quincy had limited

er]sttarted by Peter Alan Bergner in Peoria, lllinoi

and eventually add more stores in lllinois and

t liquidation meant that even robust local sdkks cou

_—

ergner’'s became the largest retailer in town in
978, and its location in the Quincy Mall shi ed
the retail focus of the city to East Broadway.

In 1978, Bergner's moved forward with

the plan to build a store at a Quincy location
“to be determined.” e study that was
conducted indicated several disadvantages
of an additional retail store in the downtown

rea, however. Uptown Quincy already had

.C. Penney and Carson, Pirie, Scott stores,
‘and although the city o ered o street parking
at reasonable rates, the parking was limited --
especially for a large department store.

e

NJ

Because of these factors, Bergner’s expansion
store would be located either at the existing
shopping center at 33rd and Broadway, where
a mall was being planned, or at a new shopping
center which it would build at 48th and
Broadway -- and not downtown. In all of its
other locations, Bergner's was the leading retail
|_outlet -- and the company planned to become

ng dominant retail force in the Gem City.

0

Even though it might seem foolish now,
community and business leaders were also

, areas, the size of Quincy was a natural t for

end clothing and other items. Sears directe
its sales to lower income levels, and J.C. Pe

8 | e Governor's Post

the company.

nney

considering building two malls at that time,

hsqac.orq 217-222-1835
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Bergner’s was founded by Peter Alan Bergner in Peoria, lllinois, in 1&8§8own Quincy included Kresge, Woolworth, J.C. Penney, and Carson, Pirie,
at single store would become the second largest lllinois retailer outsifieott stores. Although the city o ered o street parking at reasonable rates, the
of Chicago. Bergner would grow his business and eventually add mearking was limited, especially for a large department store.

stores in lllinois and Wisconsin.

with the planned mall at 33rd and Broadwa
and a possible second mall with Bergner’s
as the anchor at 48th and Broadway. e
Quincy City Counsel refused zoning for a
second mall, however, so Bergner’s shi ed
the focus to the 33rd and Broadway locatio
Moreover, since east Broadway was populg
with cow pastures and corn elds in the late
1970s, the 33rd Street location seemed to
the most prudent site for any retail expansi

e summer of 1978 became a time of
development and shi ing retail focus in
Quincy. First, there were rumors that the
Carson, Pirie, Scott store in Quincy was
closing. e store had stopped buying
inventory on October 1 of that year, and
the Carson employees that had le were no

replaced. Store manager Glen Lamb spoke g

Carson's employees, attempting to convince
them to stay and indicating that the buying
freeze was only temporary. e new 80-store
Quincy Mall with a massive Bergner's store
as an anchor, however, made the future of
largest store in uptown Quincy tenuous at
best.

Warsaw, lllinois, native Don Larson was
picked as the rst manager of the Bergner’s
store in Quincy. Larson worked at Carson,
Pirie, Scott in Quincy for a time before bein|

named the manager of the Bergner’s in Pekin

lllinois; therefore, he was supremely quali €
for the position in Quincy’s new store. Bein
from the area, Larson knew that people fro
a 50-mile radius routinely drove to Quincy
to shop. According to Dr. Faisal Rahman, &
Quincy College Economics professor at tha
time, “With the amount of money in Quincy,
a shopping complex like the Quincy Mall is
already several years late.”

e construction crews and tradesmen

y Bergner’s store in Quincy opened on time.
A gigantic grand opening took place on
ursday, October 19, 1978, at 10:00 am. A
large red, white, and blue hot air balloon
hovered over the store attracting spectators

N.to the event. rongs of people were present

teflhen Bergner’s rst opened its doors. If
Bergner’s board chair omas Liston had

P€any misgivings about maintaining a store of

PMthe far western part of the state, they melte
away as he witnessed the community intere
and support for the new Bergner’s. Liston
stated at the opening, “ e new store is an
amazement.”

At the time of the grand opening, the
Quincy Mall was about 75% complete.

[ Bergner’s joined Kirlin's, Radio Shack, Carl’

[ ‘Shoe Store, Forbes Clothier, Key Rexall,

? and the Town and Country Cinema. On
November 14, 1978, Aladdin's Castle, Zales
Jewelers, Musicland, Spencer’s Gi s, Walde

hBooks, Maurices, and e Limited opened.
gears was not part of the Quincy Mall in 19

Bergner’s became the largest retailer in
town in 1978, and the Quincy Mall shi ed th
retail focus of the city to East Broadway. e
new store was an immediate success. Berg
o ered the largest variety of clothing, shoes

9 and cosmetics in town, and the store becan

the destination for high quality clothing. e
credit card applications in Quincy doubled
those at other lllinois Bergner’s locations.

o

9
m
In late October 1978, Bergner's Country
 Inn Restaurant opened. It featured family
t style dining and was open from 11:00 am
to 7:00 pm. e restaurant o ered a salad
bar with homemade soups. Each Sunday,
Bergner’s Country Inn had a champagne
brunch from noon until 4 pm, which include
choice of meat, vegetable, potato, salad ba

worked tirelessly to make sure the new

Historical Society of Quincy and Adams

dessert and champagne for only $4.75. e
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restaurant had limited success and was closed
to create more space for merchandise by the
late 1980s.

Bergner’s continued to have robust growth

in the late 1970s and throughout the 1980s.

e company acquired eight Myers Brothers

Company stores in Spring eld, lllinois, in

1978. In 1985, the group acquired stores in

Wisconsin, including three Gimbel's Stores.
Hin 1989, Bergner’s bought Carson, Pirie,
S%cott, but by that time, the Carson’s store in

downtown Quincy had been closed for several

years.

e 1990s ushered in new retail
dynamics, as shoppers moved away from
large department stores and started to turn
> toward computer-based commerce. e new
business landscape placed the company in
a precarious position considering Bergner’s
had several major department stores across
M ve di erent states. e company’s individual
stores started to fail, and in August 1991,
7%ergner’s led for bankruptcy. e company
exited chapter 11 in 1993, but its nancial
e problems continued. In July 2005, Bergner’s
was sold to Bon-Ton Stores, Incorporated.
névsr that sale, the Bergner’s name was only
used in lllinois.

'€ e liquidation of Bon-Ton Stores in

April 2018 marked the end for Bergner’s in
Quincy. At the time Bon Ton was operating
260 stores in 24 states. All of those stores
were set to close by the end of August. e
Bergner’s store in Quincy was one of the best
performing locations in the company’s entire
portfolio, but liquidation meant that even
robust local sales could not save what had
been the primary anchor at the Quincy Mall
d for years. e Quincy store opened at 10:00
r, am and closed at 9:00 pm on Wednesday,
August 29, 2018, and never reopened.




AGROUND
BREAKING

-ACHIEVEMENT!

(L to R): Joe Waterkotte W|II Kllngner representing Waterkotte
Construction and Klingner and Associates, respectively; Rob Mello
HSQAC Executive Director; Laura Sievert Hessletine, Arts Quincy
Executive Director; Jack Freiburg, HSQAC Capital Campaign
Fundraising Committee Chair; and Mike Troup, Mayor of Quincy,
moved the rst shovels of dirt for the project.

An ADA compliant addition for the History Museum on
the Square will soon become a reality, as evidenced by the
recent groundbreaking on the western side of the building in
December 2024.

e project has a long history, with the handicapped
accessible option “on the table” since the Society acquired th
building in 2011, according to HSQAC Board member Tony
Crane. Physical plans for the project were developed by the
Society in 2016 when the Museum was selected as a Welcor]
Center for the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area.
Funding for the project was never obtained, however. en
following the COVID epidemic, the idea was spurred into acti
again when Laura Sievert Hesseltine of Arts Quincy submitte
as a grant to the lllinois Arts Council Agency which was looki
for shovel-ready projects to nance. e Society was awarded
$1.5M Rebuild lllinois grant from the State in 2020 but the grg
was not funded until 2023.

€ numerous cost increases since the project was
designed have caused HSQAC to quickly become involved ir
fund raising campaign. Although the drive is ongoing, there
a deadline by which the grant dollars must be used in order t
comply with state regulations, making the new addition a top
priority over the past few years. Klingner and Associates and
Waterkotte Construction, both of Quincy, have been hired to
design and build the structure.

CAMPAIGN UPDATE

e Society has received community donations of more than $600,00@5==#

in its campaign to build an addition at the History Museum. e capital

Freiburg, chairman of the Society’s Fundraising Committee says “ e

campaign is still underway and donations are still being accepted. Jadk -

fundraising committee wants to thank all of the generous donors who jave

contributed or pledged to our campaign thus far. e board is currently i

the process of selecting, with guidance from the fundraising committed,

a professional fundraising rm to assist us in obtaining additional funds

from foundations, endowments, grants, large donors etc. that are morg|of a

national scope.”

Recent important gi s include a $100,000 bequest from the Estate o
B. T. “Ted” Kemner. Quincy architect Tony Crane, Kemner's close frien
recalls his interest in history and architecture. “Ted Kemner was a ver
proud citizen of Quincy and Adams County and shared his resources
abundantly with local and area not-for-pro t agencies, organizations, a

institutions. e Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County was ong

of his favorite organizations, in that his family history is deeply rooted i
our area. He was a student of history throughout his life”.

In addition, HSQAC has also been awarded a new grant from the st
Looking for Lincoln organization. “We are extremely proud that our
community and the History Museum have been selected as a gatewa
the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area,” says HSQAC Executive
Director Rob Mellon. “e Looking for Lincoln grant supporting our
Lincoln Gallery is important not only for celebrating Abraham Lincoln's
connections to Adams County, but it will also enhance the overall visit
experience at the History Museum. A special Lincoln Gallery committ

is being formed which will determine the best use of the grant and de Vi

a plan to move the artifacts and redesign the gallery space to augme
current Lincoln Gallery interpretation. We envision more stories, more
artifacts, and we are excited about additional space which will provide
ability to feature traveling exhibits on a rotating basis.”’

Site preparation has already begun at the museum and foundation
is scheduled for March. e substantial completion date is planned for
August 2025.
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cMembers
Travels

72 e Governor’s Post will begin
running a new series of stories
about HSQAC members and their

travels. is rst article shows a
surprising way Quincy is connecteq
to a Tennessee distillery.

DISCOVERING THE
“NEAREST GREEN"|
STORY

By: George Crickard Ill

Quincy, lllinois, has had a signi cant impact on the history
of the United States from coast to coast — ranging from the
Quincy connections of Abraham Lincoln in Washington, D.C., tq
Mary Astor in Hollywood. My most recent “Quincy” encounter
occurred in Tennessee.

George Crickard 1V, pictured in the Nearest Green Distillery with barrels of
A few months ago, my son, George IV, and | were traveling Nearest Green.

through Tennessee and stopped at the Nearest Green Distiller
in Shelbyville. e story of the distillery is fascinating. Nathan
“Uncle Nearest” Green was the rst African American master
distiller in the United States to work with Jack Daniel. Nearest
born in 1820 in Maryland. By the 1850s he was working on the
Call Farm outside Lynchburg, Tennessee, which was owned byt
Dan Call -- a preacher, farmer, and distiller of whiskey.

Nearest started on Call's farm as a slave, but like many freedf&
black individuals, he continued working on the farm as a free
a er the Civil War. He was known to have perfected sugar map,
charcoal Itering which gave Call's whiskey a unique smoothne{™%
e ltering process was similar to what West Africans used to
Iter their water. Many historians theorize that slaves brought
this technique to the United States. Distillery workers, including in the second row, le , Nearest Green and

right, Jack Daniels. eir story inspired the Uncle Nearest whiskey now sold
In 1850, a seven-year-old white orphan boy named Jack Daraethe Nearest Green distillery.

also started working on the Call Farm. He was introduced to

Nearest and the two became close friends. Green taught Danig| i, ang entrepreneur, read their story in Mew York Times
his sugar maple charcoal Itering method, which is currently a '

universally accepted and required step in the making of authenticcawn Weaver has an amazing story, as well. She was born in
Tennessee whiskey. California, the daughter of Motown recording artist and producer
Frank Wilson. By the age of 15, she moved away from home. It

Jack Daniel began selling the Nearest Green-distilled *Call 55 5 g cult time for Fawn living in a series of homeless shelters,
Whiskey” throughout central Tennessee. In 1865, Daniel bougB she was driven and had a vision for the future. e smart

Call's still and started the Jack Daniel Distillery, making Nearest | 4 industrious Weaver started a public relations rm when she

Green hig rst master distiller. is partners.hip isoen credited was only 18-years old. Fawn became an extremely successful
with making the Lynchburg area more racially tolerant, with  p i ecswoman. leader. and author

Blacks and whites living and working together in Lynchburg

long before it became commonplace in the American south. e |n 2016, she traveled to Tennessee to interview the descendants
relationship between Jack Daniels and Nearest Green and the of Nearest Green for a book project. rough Weaver's research,
racial harmony of the area was largely ignored until Fawn WeavRé full history of the Jack Daniels Distillery was brought to light.
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e following year the dynamic Fawn Weaver o
launched the Nearest Green Distillery. By 20

the Uncle Nearest Premium Whiskey brand ha
expanded to 12 countries. Weaver shattered
barriers and helped design one of the leading
distilleries in the entire industry.

Uncle Nearest Premium Whiskey has been
the most awarded American whiskey since
2019. Whiskey, a distilled, barrel-aged alcoho
beverage, is made from fermented grains
including corn, rye, wheat, and barley, while
bourbon is a type of whiskey made from at le
51% corn. e Nearest Green Distillery makes [
a Tennessee whiskey using Green's method |
-- distilled corn mash ltered via sugar maple
charcoal and aged in charred oak barrels.

e Nearest Green Distillery is an impressive
complex. While standing in front of the Neares
Green snack shop my son George pointed out
the “Quincy” connection at the distillery. e
Green snack shop sells Tennessee-made snagks
including Moon Pies, Goo Goo Clusters, Little
Debbie Snack Cakes, and Mountain Dew. Of
course, the shop's sign listed Quincy natives
Barney and Ally Hartman as the creators of
Mt. Dew. My son excitedly pointed out the
Hartmans!

—

THE REMARIABLE TRUE STORY OF JACK DANIEL
HIS MASTER DISTILLER MEAREST GREEN
AMND THE IMPROBABLE RISE OF LINCLE NEAREST

It would be our recommendation to visit the
Nearest Green Distillery the next time you are
in Tennessee. | would also like to encourage
our Historical Society members to share other
Quincy connections when they travel. For Fawn Weaver, owner of Nearest Green Distillery, wrote Love & Whiskey about the

us a great trip was made better with a little relationship between Nearest Green and Jack Daniels.
connection to home.

"FAWN WEAVER

COUNTY, ILLINOIS
EMMIAL » EST. 1825

Mary Ellen Orr Auditorium
John Woaod Community College
1301S.48th StreetjQuincy, lllinois
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SOCIETY OFFERS
NEW BOOK FOR
BICENTENNIAL

e Historical Society
of Quincy and Adams
County unveiled its new
book, Tales of John Wood
and His Adams Countyt
. | Fo Wy an open house and book
WO ' | : M signing in December at
P I = the Governor John Wood
Mansion.

HSQAC members and local authors Jack Freiburg, Arlis Dittmer, and Reg

Ankrom are pictured here in the formal parlor of the Governor John Wood

Mansion at the book launch. Since 2014, Dittmer has coordinated the Once L

Upon a Time column, the source of stories for the book. e stories in Tales of
John Woodvere selected

from the Society's history B i 4N JOHN WO0OD

column “Once Upon a

Time” which is featured AND HIS

weekly in theQuincy

veekly i ADAMS COUNTY
OBSERVING THE B

CENTENNIAL

Twenty-one local
authors’ pieces are
included in the book
which covers the rst decades of Adams County and highlights
various aspects of John Woods life. Many of the authors were
available at the open house to “meet and greet” the public and sign
copies of the book.

b i s : o 5 = HSQAC member Reg Ankrom was the driving force behind the
M by ﬂ B ; ip et e project, selecting the stories and coordinating the publication of the

Local authors Hal Oakley and Tom Fentem were two of the 21 writers WhosebOOk' Copies of the book were also sold and signed at the event.

pieces were included in e Tales of John Wood and His Adams County.

e book project was developed to celebrate the Adams County
Bicentennial in 2025.

Copies of the book are available in the History Museum’s gi
shop, Quincy’s History Shop, at $45 for hardcover copies or $27 for
SO cover copies.

= AT R o (S

Linda Riggs-May eld and Iris Nelson were on hand to “meet and greet” the
public and sign books at the event.

From le , John Wood VI, his nephew, Peter Ziesmer, and his sister, Jean Zi
mingled with guests at the book launch at the Mansion.
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HSQAC BOARD MEMBER IN
QCT PRODUCTION

HSQAC board member Kelsey Pigg serving up pie, Dawn portrays Betsy Ros
will channel her passion for the past on in Revolutionary War reenactments and
the musical stage this spring at Quincy binge-watches the History Channel. It's a
Community eatre (QCT). Pigg, tting role for Pigg, who has previously
who joined the HSQAC board in 2022, brought local historical gures to life in
portrays Dawn in QCT’s production of  various HSQAC events and presentations
WAITRESS - a role that mirrors her own

dedication to local history. “Dawns love of history and my own
volunteer work with HSQAC makes this ‘ RELSELPIGS
In the show, Dawn is a quirky history role really special,” said Pigg. “We both R A/
bu who works alongside Jenna and share an interest in telling and preservinca \g' AWPE

Becky at Joes Diner. When she’s not the stories of our past, which has made
j > ;s playing Dawn so much fun.”

WAITRESS tells the heartwarming
story of Jenna, a waitress and expert
pie maker, who is stuck in a small town
and a loveless marriage. Faced with
an unexpected pregnancy, Jenna fears
she may have to abandon the dream
of opening her own pie shop...until a
baking contest in a nearby county and thg
town’s handsome new doctor o er her a
tempting recipe for happiness. Supported
by her quirky crew of fellow waitresses
and loyal customers, Jenna summons thé
secret ingredient she’s been missing all
along — courage. *

bt > Performances are March 14-16 and
Pigg portrayed the popular illustrator, 20-23. Tickets are available by calling

Quincy native Neysa McMein, in the HSQAC 217-222-3209 or visiting 1qgct.org.
Woodland Cemetery Tours.

Note: *WAITRESS contains adult
themes and mature language.

Historical Society of Quincy and Adams County, Est. 1896




Bobette Cawthon

Rich Keppner

and Jan Leimbach

Stoney Roots

Rich Cain
and Kelsey Pigg
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Tim Bois

he Historical Society of

Quincy and Adams County

threw open the doors of the
Governor John Wood Mansion to the area in
December, and more than 500 visitors took
the opportunity to view the historic home
in its holiday nery. Hundreds of tiny white
lights brought out the beauty of the period
furnishings, while the live poinsettias - a tota
of 35 this year-added the traditional pop of
red. Trees were placed in every room on the
Mansion's rst oor, and a monochromatic
color scheme was o en featured with the treg
decorations. 12th Street Brass

On ve evenings, tour- goers were
welcomed inside the Mansion by docents Rig
Keppner and Barb Ippensen, then greeted b
Governor and Mrs. John Wood. Governor
Wood re-enactors included Tim Jacobs, Rich
Cain and Rodney Farr; Mrs. Ann Streeter Wood was portrayed by Jan Leimbach, Bobette Cawthon,
and Kelsey Pigg. Live entertainment was also featured each evening and included 12th Street Brass, th
Javaux Cellists, Stoney Roots Bluegrass Band, the Eventide Singers, and guitarist/singer Logan Kammer

Light refreshments were available in the Visitors Center and tour guides assisted the groups as they
walked through the Mansion grounds to the home. Kurt Leimbach, Patrick Hotle, Lynn Niewolmer, Ja
Hummel, Rob Mellon, and John Frankenho served as guides. Registrars included Arlis Dittmer, Amy
Kaiser, Marcia Johnson, Jan Hummel, Matthew Ward, Beth Young, Lynn Snyder, and Kim Dinkheller
Some special items from Quincy’s History Shop, the Society’s gi shop, were also avelpbée.t
Visitors could purchase custom Christmas Candlelight Tour sweatshirts or the Society'®kew bo
Tales of John Wood and his Adams CouHgather Bangert, Lynn Niewohner, Jan Hummel, and Kim
Dinkheller handled the shop sales.

Barb

e Christmas Candlelight Tours are a longtime Quincy tradition and are free and open to the Ippensen
public because of the support of the Hal and Kathy Oakley Family.




Preserving the Past

ENHANCING ARTIFACT CARE AT HSQAC

Ever wonder what it takes to preserve
the treasures of the past? At the Historica
Society of Quincy and Adams County
(HSQAC), a dedicated team of volunteers
working to ensure that Quincy’s treasures

especially delicate textiles—are preserved paper, which helps prevent harsh folds

for generations to come. anks to grant
funding and some good old-fashioned elb
grease, the Society is tackling an importa
project: safeguarding its clothing and texti
collection.

Unlike stone or metal artifacts, fabrics
are incredibly fragile. Time, light, humidity,
acidic materials, and even tiny pests can
cause irreparable damage. For example,
a scarf was once owned by Ann Streeter
Wood, the rst wife of Quincy’s founder,
John Wood. Due to poor storage in the
past, the scarf was found in a deteriorateq
state—a stark reminder of why preservati
matters. e pieces in our textile collection

tell a story, but only if we take the necessario prevent creasing. Storage boxes with

steps to preserve and protect them. Withg
proper storage and protection, fabrics can
fade, weaken, and eventually fall apart.

Our artifact preservation project
focuses on rehousing artifacts into
proper storage boxes with additional
appropriate preservation supplies that
meet archival standards. ese specialized
boxes are designed to protect items from
environmental factors. is initiative
ensures that future generations can study
and appreciate these historical items in
their original form. It also ensures that the
Historical Society has examples of histori

~
4

Preserving textiles is a meticulous proces
First, each item is carefully examined to
assess its condition. If necessary, surface

iglirt is gently removed. Next, the artifact is
—properly supported with acid-free tissue

S.

and creases that could lead to permanent
pwlamage. Additionally, garments with
ntfragile buttons or embellishments receive
eextra attention to safeguard against further
deterioration.

nds so far? A canvas oatie for budding
swimmers and some “interesting” vintage
Shoes and purses, which are also part pfundergarments!
the HSQAC's collection, require additiona
care to maintain their structure and
materials. Leather shoes and handbags,
for example, need to be conditioned
periodically to prevent cracking, while
fabric accessories must be kept free of
dust and pests. To maintain their shape,
rshoes are o0 en stu ed with acid-free tissue

paper, and purses are padded internally

Ruth has been involved with HSQAC
since the 1990s, rst writing about historic
homes for th&uincy Herald-Whignd
later working with the ever-knowledgeable
Jean Kay on various research projects.
When asked why she keeps coming back,
Ruth stated “ e camaraderie, the endless
opportunities to learn, and the shared
laughter over the oddities we uncover” As
Ruth puts it, volunteering here isn't just
for history bu s—it's for anyone who loves
organizing and having a good time.

utustom supports help protect these items
from external pressure and environmental
damage.

Nancy Benz, HSQAC’s new Museum
& Collections Manager, is thrilled to see

e category of textiles not only includes
clothing and personal adornment pieces
but quilts and blankets as well. Quilts and| this preservation work in action: “I know
blankets, due to their large size and delicatévhat goes into projects like this. It can
fabrics, require special handling to prevert be dirty and tiring work, but preserving
damage. ey should never be tightly these artifacts is an essential step in
folded, as sharp creases can weaken bersour stewardship. Sustainable collection
over time. Instead, they are best stored at management is critical for museums and
in acid-free boxes or rolled around archival historical societies. ese items are not just
tubes with acid-free tissue paper to preveptobjects; they're storytellers, connecting us to
ratreasing. If folding is necessary due to spad@e past and inspiring future generations.”

clothing and textiles for exhibits and
educational programming.
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constraints, the folds should be padded wijith
tissue to reduce stress on the fabric. Keepin
quilts and blankets in a climate-controlled
environment also helps preserve their col
and structural integrity.

e Historical Society welcomes anyone

vgho wants to get involved. Whether you

)rg)ve history, enjoy organizing, or just want
to contribute to the community, there are
plenty of ways to help. Volunteers assist
with cataloging, research, and preservation
projects. Donations—whether nancial or
in the form of archival supplies—are also

y greatly appreciated.

One of the volunteers helping with this
project is Ruth Hultz, who's been diving
head rst into documenting and organizing
the artifacts before they move to their ney
homes. Ruth admits she never imagined
how much time it would take to organize
and inventory the collection and prepare
artifacts for proper storage, but she’s havi
a blast—especially when it comes to sorti
through the quirkier pieces. Her favorite

So, if you've ever wanted to get hands-
on with history, now’s your chance. Join
]d—ISQAC in preserving Quincy’s past—one

nga\rtifact at a time.

hsqac.orq 217-222-1835




VIOLA *VI”
HUTMACHER

WINS MISS ILLINOIS IN 1948

Viola Ruth Hutmacher was born in Quincy, lllinois, on June 8,
1927, the daughter of Frank and Ruth Elligsen Hutmacher. She was an
excellent student and an accomplished singer who participated in local
and state beauty pageants.

On Saturday, July 10, 1948,
Hutmacher was crowned Miss
Illinois at the Miss lllinois

pageant in Mt. Vernon, lllinois. o
She quali ed for the state-wide Hutmacher represented lllinois in the
competition a er winning the Miss America pageant in Atlantic City,

Miss Quincy title in 1948. She New Jersey.

was a graduate of Quincy Senior 1948 in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

High School and a current According to theQuincy Herald- Governor Green adjusts the

student at Quincy College when Whigon September 12, 1948, “Vi*  crown of Viola Hutmacher of

she was crowned Miss lllinois.  Hutmacher didn't win the national Quincy, M'is lllinois, as thle tWOd

crown as all Quincy hoped she wouI@ﬂzsva;ftstolgigﬂgfg'ona Roa

During the Miss lllinois but nevertheless she proved herself to '

pageant, the contestants paradedbe a champion as “Miss Quincy, lllinois”

on a 75-foot runway in formals

and bathing suits, then gave Following her time as Miss lllinois, Viola performed as a singer in

an exhibition of talent. Miss several communities across the state. She moved to Spring eld, lllinais,

Hutmacher wore a green and and worked as the Director of Operations for the Illinois State Senate for

white striped bathing suitand 15 years. She was married to Maurice Suits a er WWII and the couple

a red satin formal. She sang had two sons. She later married James J. Palumbo. A er her time with

“ltalian Street Song” for the the State Senate, she worked as the Director for Special Events for the

talent portion of the competition. lllinois State Fair and served in that role until her retirement. Viola

A er her victory in lllinois, founded the lllinois County Fair Queen Pageant and served as the
Viola Hutmacher of Quincy was Hutmacher participated in director of that event for 35 years. Viola Hutmacher Suits Palumbo died
named Miss lllinois in 1948. the Miss America pageantin  in November 2014 at the age of 87.
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JOHN WOOD AND THE WASHINGTON

PEACE

CONFERENCE OF 1861

Balloon View of Washington, D.C., by Jacob Wells (1861). Image courtesy of the GdlectidBs o

House of Representatives.
By: Reg Ankrom

On Jan. 7, 1861, Virginia Gov. John Letch
proposed that delegates from every state
gather in Washington in February for a
national conference to stop what he called &
“monstrous” march toward disunion “merely
because men cannot agree about a domest
institution.” e institution was slavery.

lllinois Gov. John Wood, whose 10-month
term would end one week a er Letcher’s
plea, knew there was no chance that disuni
could be averted. e presidential election of

1856 had foreshadowed the coming division.

at election shocked the South -- and
provided the lesson that elected a dark hors
presidential candidate, Abraham Lincoln, in
1860. Here's how it happened.

John C. Fremont, who in 1856 was the tw
year-old Republican Party’s rst presidential
candidate, had nearly been elected on a
platform to stop the spread of slavery. Had
he won Pennsylvania, which went to favorite
son James Buchanan, and either lllinois or
Indiana, Fremont instead of Buchanan woul
have been the 15th president of the United
States. And he would have achieved the
victory without a single electoral vote from t
South.

Fremont's near-miss showed Republicans
that a free-soil ideology could win the
presidency in the North alone. at became
the Lincoln campaign committee’s successf
strategy for 1860. e South recognized the
threat.

Ten southern states did not even include
Lincoln's name on the ballot. e lesson of

no longer had the iron grip they had exerted
ePn the central government for most of seven
decades. Foreseeing no satisfactory way ah¢ ad
to protect slavery, Southern “Fireaters,” pro-
slavery extremists, began planning secessiol .
By Feb. 4, 1861, when the Washington
icPeace Conference convened, disunion was
well underway. South Carolina, a perennial
proponent of secession, had departed on Dedrepublican Richard Yates, who succeeded John
20, 1860. Mississippi le on Jan. 9, 1861. By Wood as the lllinois governor, appointed Wood
Feb. 1, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisianaone of the ve lllinois delegates to the peace-confer
Prand Texas joined in breaking their bonds withence. Radical Republicans in Congress -- men
the Union. who would accept nothing less than an end to
slavery -- applauded John Wood'’s appointment.

i

A full month before Lincoln was
einaugurated president, the Confederate
Congress on Feb. 4, 1861, convened its rst
meeting in Montgomery, Ala. On the same
day former President John Tyler of Virginia,
Oa slave owner who was elected the peace
convention’s chairman, gaveled to order the
132 delegates from 21 states.

, If there were those who thought the Deep
South could be enticed to return to the unio
g Quincy’s John Wood was not among them.

Republican Richard Yates of Jacksonville

who succeeded Wood as lllinois governor o

neJan. 14, appointed his predecessor one of
lllinois delegates to the peace convention.
Other delegates were Ottawa lawyer Burton
Cook, Lincoln's second law partner Stephen
T. Logan, anti-Nebraska Democrat John

,|M. Palmer, and Freeport Mayor omas J.
Turner. According to Robert Gray Gunderso
who chronicled the convention, radicals in
Congress -- men who would accept nothing
less than an end to slavery -- applauded
Wood's appointment.

In Washington, Wood took little interest

in the convention. Believing lllinois’
delegates would signal Lincoln's views, other
states’ representatives looked to the lllinois
delegation for clues to Lincoln’s thinking.
Wood and the delegation provided little.

at re ected Lincoln’s attitude toward the
convention. He saw nothing that could come
'from it. As he said in more than a dozen
private and con dential letters in December
1860, President-elect Lincoln admonished
n powerful friends, north and south: “Let
ethere be no compromise on the question of

extending slavery. If there be, all our labor is
Qost. ... e tug has to come, and better now,

than any time herea er”

h

Lincoln did not waver from that position,
although he made no remarks about it during
the convention.

=}

Wood’s main contribution during the peace
convention came when he learned that New
York nanciers had threatened to stop the ow

the 1856 election for the South was that the
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Former President John Tyler of Virginia, a slave
owner who was elected the peace convention's
chairman, gaveled to order the 132 delegates from
21 states on February 4, 1861.

1861.

some compromise was achieved with the
South. New York bankers and brokers were
largely dependent on revenues that southern
cotton brought them. Wood, along with
Palmer and Cook, in a message to Yates urg
that Illinois guarantee a proportionate share o
loans to the federal government to weaken th
New York nanciers’ in uence over Lincoln’s
administration.

od

D —+

ose Congressional radicals who

welcomed Wood's appointment to the
convention had reason to believe he was one
of them. Wood had been among the rst
Whigs, a national party dissolved by U.S. Sen.
Stephen A. Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Act
of 1854, to subscribe to the new Republican
Party and its 1856 platform demanding a limit
to slavery and denying its extension into free
territories.

A native New Yorker, Wood was known
for anti-slavery sentiment. He considered
his life’s greatest achievement his work in
1824 to prevent an attempt by the lllinois
General Assembly, dominated by transplanted

President-elect Lincoln admonished power
ful friends, north and south: “Let there be no

e Washington Peace Conference convened at the Willard Hotel in Washington, DeRryamy-

in Quincy from Missouri leaf tobacco and
enjoyed an occasional chew of plug or ne cut
tobacco. A spittoon for his expectorations was
nearby. e furnishings still can be viewed in
the Wood mansion, the largest artifact in the
collection of the Historical Society of Quincy
and Adams County.

His use of the Quincy o ce enabled Wood
to o er his party’s dark horse presidential
candidate, Abraham Lincoln of Illinois,
the governor’s o ce at the state capital in
Spring eld for his 1860 campaign. Lincoln
took Wood up on the o er. Wood also allowed
Bissell's widow to continue residency in the
governor’s mansion in Spring eld.

John Wood understood as easily as others
of his party and northern section that great
danger lurked in the historical lessons of the
1856 elections. ey were there for all to see.

e North was growing. e South was
not. at relationship was upending the
compromises that forged a union in 1789
by writing provisions in the Constitution
that gave the South control of the federal
government -- so long as the provisions

compromise on the question of extending slaveryemained e ective. e constitution’s “federal

southerners, to turn the six-year-old Illinois
into a slave state. Voters in the lllinois
Military Tract, which he worked, opposed a
referendum to create a slave constitution by
a 90-to-10 ratio. Statewide, the ratio of defe
was 57 to 43.

Nominated by Abraham Lincoln and
other Republicans, Wood was elected
lllinois’ lieutenant governor at the top of
the party’s rst statewide ticket in 1856. He
became governor on March 18, 1860, when
Republican Gov. William Henry Bissell died
in o ce.

With business interests pre-occupying hin
-the reason he declined Republican reques
1860 that he seek a four-year term as gove
Wood got permission from the lllinois
General Assembly to remain in Quincy.
Ending its spring session, the legislature w3
leaving Spring eld, which gave Wood little
reason to relocate to the capital city.

n-
S
n

at

If there be, all our labor is lost. ... e tug has to
come, and better now, than any time herea er”

Wood attended to state business from an
o ce in his family’s Greek Revival mansion g
the northeast corner of 12th and State stree
He altered a room on the south side of the
house to accommodate the o cial governor’s
o ce by extending a parlor over the south
porch, which he then enclosed. at nearly
doubled the space for his o ce.

ratio,” a euphemistic mechanism that had
given the South an extra three- hs vote for
every slave, was no longer enough to keep up
with the North's surging population -- and
nan increasing number of representatives in
tscongress.

In the House of Representatives, Northern
attacks on slavery -- the South’s institution
-- came with greater frequency and greater
volume. e silence of Northerner John Wood

When he conducted o cial business,
Wood closed the double doors between the
governor’s o ce and his home’s family room.
Vrisitors entered through a doorway on the
wiest side of the porch. e governor invited
his visitors to sit in a sti -backed, horsehair-
covered chair alongside his desk, on which

slie neatly organized paperwork, an inkstand,

and his inlaid black humidor from which
he drew cigars. Wood smoked cigars made
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at the Washington Peace Convention was
deafening.

Writers for the Once Upon a Time
history column needed! Contact the
Historical Society O ce at 217-222-
1835 if you are interested or would

like details.




THE QUINCY POTATO CHIP

COMPANY — QUINCY MAID

e legend of the potato chip began in 1853 in the Adirondack Mountains at the Moon’s

Lake House restaurant in Saratoga Springs

Vanderbilt became dissatis ed with the thick and dry potatoes he was served. He sent the
potatoes back to the kitchen, demanding they be more thinly sliced. George “Crum” Speck
working in the kitchen and decided to teach the old robber baron a lesson. Speck, the son
black father and a Native American mother from the Huron tribe, curtly told the kitchen sta
“I'll show him.” He then grabbed a handful of potatoes and sliced them as thinly as possible
He then fried them to a crisp, to the point that they could not be eaten with a fork, and the
plate of seemingly inedible potatoes was taken to Mr. Vanderbilt. According to the legend,
instead of being disgusted, Vanderbilt loved the crispy potatoes and from that incident and

, New York, when railroad magnate Cornelius

unexpected response, the modern American potato chip was born.

By: Rob Mellon
It is a great story, but according to

brown paper bags. He bought a delivery truc

and was then able to distribute his products

was
of a

the

K

Vanderbilt biographer T.J. Stiles, it is highly | to more customers. Over the course of the George “Crum” Speck and his sister Catherine

unlikely that the legend of the potato chip

is true. Be that as it may, George Speck is
still the individual most o en given credit

for the invention of the American version of
the snack. Crum and his sister, Kate Speck,
eventually opened their own restaurant and
the brother/sister potato chip recipe became

favorite in New York and New England. From

the northeast, the sought-a er snack quickly
spread throughout the country.

By the end of the 19th century, potato chips
were in such demand that entrepreneurs begatr
chip companies that provided the crispy fried

potatoes to grocery stores. e chips were

originally placed into large barrels and would
be scooped out and sold by measurement or

weight. Unfortunately for those early potato
chip fans, by the time the store clerk got

to the bottom of the barrel, the chips were
broken into tiny pieces and very stale. With

rst few decades, Ostermueller expanded hi
business route by route and truck by truck.

a

According to legend, railroad magnate Corneliu
Vanderbilt is a central gure in the invention of
the potato chip. While the validity of the story

S “Kate” Speck Wicks are the two siblings credited with
the invention of the modern potato chip.

north end. e plant was out tted with

new modern machines to expedite the chip
making process. e new plant and increased
workforce allowed the company to routinely
make 4,800 bags per day, with the ability

to increase production when needed. e
company doubled sales from 1947 to 1948,
and sales continued to grow into the 1950s and
1960s.

e company sold the Quincy Maid Potato
Chips brand and distributed chips and
popcorn products to customers in lllinois,
Missouri, and lowa. Quincy Maid products
were delivered within 150 miles of the city.

s Growth continued, and by 1980, the Quincy
Potato Chip Company’s eet had increased to
14 delivery trucks.

the invention of cellophane and later glassine has never been established, the legend continues
bags, however, it became possible to keep theto this day.

chips fresh, and the increased portability of t
snack in the handheld bags made the potato
chip’s popularity explode nationally.

In the late 1930s, a Quincy entrepreneur,
George B. Ostermueller, got into the potato
chip business. Ostermueller le his job
working for a local department store and
started a business selling assorted nuts.
He sold cashews and other nuts in small
individual bags. He expanded his business
include vending machines which he later use
to sell his products.

In 1939, George Ostermueller bought out
his partner and merged his vending machine
business with a potato chip company: e
Quincy Potato Chip Company was born. In
the early years, George would hand fry the
potatoes and then hand pack the chips into

22 | e Governor's Post
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During World War I, rationing created
signi cant complications for the company. F
example, Ostermueller used staples to seal
bags at that time, and the rationing of metal
created a staple shortage. Additionally, rub
rationing made it di cult for the Quincy
Potato Chip Company to nd tires for its
delivery trucks, so George bought used truc|

Gires and had them recapped during the war
Q<eep his delivery routes going.

Modernization a er WWII expanded
production in nearly every industry, including
that of the potato chip. Ostermueller’s chip
company was initially located at 902 S. 6th
Street, but moved to 823 N. 12th Street into
a larger 2,500 square foot plant in Quincy’s

!

e company’s most popular item became
“George’s Best” Old Fashioned Potato Chips
which was developed in 1985. ese chips
were hand fried in the old style and required

rthree times the labor and time it took to make
hieggular chips. It was the quality of Quincy

Maid products that led to the company’s
béegional popularity, however, and it would be
those high-quality standards that would prove
di cult to maintain over time.

k
to © 1980s brought additional challenges to

the company when a drought in 1987 created
a shortage of white potatoes. Potato chip
manufacturers used a special type of white
potato with a thin skin called “chippers,’

and it was these special potatoes that George
peeled, cut, and fried to make Quincy Maid
Potato Chips. Ostermueller began paying a
premium price for potatoes during that time.

e increased product costs coupled with the
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admirable venture, but the many challenges the business faced remain

Unfortunately, the once thriving potato chip company was almost
inoperable when it was purchased in 1993. Most of the equipment and
machinery in the plant were antiquated. e batch fryer that was used to
make the regular chips had a tag on it that said “Model Number 12, Ser
Number 0001,” which made it one of the rst potato chip fryers of its kinc
ever produced. To make matters worse, one day the gas fryer explode
and from that point forward, all the chips had to be hand cooked. ese
issues signi cantly reduced output, and the lack of production caused a
debilitating erosion of the existing customer base. By 1993, there were
only eight employees and the company had only four operational delive
trucks.

An ambitious plan to increase production and expand the customer
base was initiated and included doubling the size of the workforce and
expanding the delivery eet from four to 10 trucks. ere were some
initial successes, but in the end the challenges proved to be too di cult t
overcome.

By 1997, the Quincy Potato
Chip Company, with its obsolete
equipment, aging truck eet,
and shrinking customer base
could not compete with the
other regional chip makers --
let alone the large international
chip making corporations. e
owners tried to nd a buyer,
but were not successful. Aer
nearly six decades in operation,
the business closed, and the
building on North 12th Street
and the Quincy Maid brand
were eventually sold.

laborious process the compan
used to make their high-qualit
handmade chips placed a gred
deal of nancial pressure on
the business. Even facing
these challenges, though,
the company persevered and
was able to celebrate its 50th
anniversary in 1989.

e lineup of Quincy Maid
potato chips was “George’s Bes
regular and ridged chips, regula
Quincy Maid potato chips,
barbeque, and onion and garlic.
In the late 1980s the company
expanded its chip varieties to
include mesquite barbeque,
jalapefio, and sour cream and
onion. e company also
produced regular, cheese, and white cheddar popcorn and also distriuted
other foods like nuts.

e company produced the
tasty and popular snack for 58
years, however, and to this day,
many of the residents of the
tri-state area remain nostalgic
about Quincy Maid Potato
Chips — Quincy’s own.

It was during this di cult time that several of the midwestern chip
makers were in an intense ght for shelf space, and when Anheuser-
Busch launched Eagle Brand snacks, a chip war almost erupted. ese
economic burdens on the Quincy Potato Chip Company led to cost
cutting measures that eventually led to reduced quality. Eventually the
market pressures coupled with a lack of modernization proved to be fatal
to the company.

When George Ostermueller died in 1992, the Quincy Potato Chip
Company, which was facing tremendous challenges and an intensely
competitive market, led for bankruptcy. Two Payson business men,
Harold Schmidt and Chuck House, bought the potato chip company from
bankruptcy receivership in 1993. When the company was purchased,
House stated in thQuincy Herald-Whig“We didn't want to see Quincy
lose another business. is area needs all the jobs it can get” It was aAn employee of the Quincy Potato Chip Company bagging chips in the early :
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FAMED AMERICAN
BOXER JOHN L.
SULLIVAN UMPIRED
A BASEBALL GAME

Quincy Baseball League team from the early 1900s. I N Q U I N CY

e famed American pugilist John L. Sullivan came to Quincy on Sunday, September 20, 1908, to umpire the nal game of t
Quincy Baseball League’s season. Sullivan, who is considered the rst heavyweight chahgplostaryt of gloved boxing,
thrilled the Quincy crowd on a very pleasant Sunday a ernoon. e carnival-like atmosphergddaeld events from both
the managers and the players before the game. e managers participated in 50- and 100-yard dishasy the managers’
events there were three eld events featuring local players. ese included a bunt and run dash to rstloass) by player
50- and 100-yard dashes. John L. announced the participants of the running events to the delight of the cromthe8ulliva
introduced himself with a story about an Irishman, which drew a burst of laughter from the crowd.

e exhibition game pitted the managers how he delivered the knockout blow duringthe majors with the Cardinals, Reds, and
from the surrounding area against the

Quincy Baseball team. Sullivan, sporting

his trademark
handlebar
moustache,
had a three
round
sparring
match a er
the rstinning

Famed boxer John L. Sulli_vam which he

umpired a baseball game in
Quincy in 1908.

demonstrated

his 75-round ght against boxer Jake Giants. During the exhibition, he was the
Kilrain. Kilrain accompanied Sullivan to  pitcher for the managers’ side. Fromme
Quincy and participated in the exhibition. struggled in his return to Quincy, however,
Sullivan was a baseball fan and was a stargiming up four earned runs. Linderbeck,
the local Roxbury, Massachusetts, team inthe center elder for the Quincy team, led

his youth. the way with three hits and two stolen
o bases. e weather was perfect and so was
Also participating in the spectacle the conduct of the players, which is not

was Art Fromme of Quincy, whowas a  gyrprising considering who umpired the

time. Fromme was an accomplished big  paseball season ended with an entertaining
leaguer who played nearly a decade in ourish in late summer 1908.
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FAME TAKES

HALF-CENTURY
TO REACH
QUINCY ARTIST

By: Reg Ankrom

own New York City studio, Quidor was

Until 1942, the only attention 19th century N0 more attentive to his understudies than

Adams County artist John Quidor gained f
his art was a lawsuit he won in a New York
City court in 1822. Quidor’s was a hard-luc
life. Even his court victory worked against
him.

Quidor was among the rst land
speculators in the lllinois Military Tract;
this brought him to Quincy in 1837.He was
born January 26, 1801, in Tappan, New YO
and moved with his parents to New York
City. At seventeen he was indentured for
artistic training to portraitist John Wesley
Jarvis. Four years later, he sued Jarvis for
“breach of indenture.” In his ling, Quidor
contended he had been faithful to the
contract, keeping Jarvis's professional sect
obeying his commands, and acting frugally
with his goods. As the agreement required
of Quidor personally, he did not fornicate
or marry, gamble, leave without permissior
or haunt ale houses or taverns during his
apprenticeship.

A jury found for Quidor and awarded him
damages of $251.35, one-tenth of the $2,5
he sought. e win was a mixed blessing. It
was as damaging to Quidor’s reputation as
an artist as it was to Jarvis, because Quidc

yrdarvis. Apprentice omas B. orpe could
not remember Quidor providing “anything
k but easel room and one or two common
engravings to copy.” He would leave the
studio for weeks, orpe recalled, and when
present would “lie at full length on the long
bench” and sleep.

riCharles Loring Elliott of Albany, who is
considered one of the nest portraitists of
the 19th century. Among his approximately
seven hundred paintings were portraits
of novelist James Fennimore Coopetr,
photographer Matthew Brady, and the
Republican Party’s rst presidential
regandidate, John C. Fremont. In December
1840, Elliott nished his portrait of 27-year-
old lllinois lawyer Stephen A. Douglas just
before Douglas arrived in Quincy three
,months later as an lllinois Supreme Court
justice and circuit judge. e portrait is on

biography of Douglas.

00 Quidor believed he had found a niche
in painting scenes from popular novels of
Cervantes, James Fennimore Cooper, and
»r Washington Irving. ey were not simply

Most notable of Quidor’'s apprentices was

River Scene with Boats
by John Quidor, circa 1867

Quidor was among the rst land speculators in
the lllinois Military Tract, which brought him to
Quincy in 1837.

his days. His rst work, a 27-by-23-inch

the cover of the rst volume of this reporters gjj painting, “Dorothea;” romanticized the
young woman in Cervantes’s Don Quixote.

It demonstrated his talent. e National

Academy of Design exhibited the painting in

1828. But his paintings did not sell.

Quidor was forced to turn to novelty art

qtiblustrations. e literary themes were the
inspiration for his work, interpretations
to richly mock customs and prejudices of

had to admit that he had received inadequ
training.

to make a living. He painted tavern signs,
parade banners, decorations for steamboats,
and ornamental panels for re engines of

When he later took on apprentices at his

26 | e Governor's Post
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volunteer re companies. His income was
enough to nance investments in bounty
land in Western lllinois’ Military Tract. On
July 31 and November 1, 1823, he bought
E two 160-acre parcels of land for $50 each
near what would later be platted the Village
of Columbus. He had earned enough to pay
o the land by late 1827. His father Peter also
bought properties there.

When re destroyed his studio and cholera
broke out in New York City in 1837, Quidor
decided to move with his wife Eliza Jane
Harkins Quidor to Quincy. Arriving broke
and discouraged, Quidor found a friend in
commercial artist H. Bebehauser, whose
studio was just east of the Quincy House
hotel on the southeast corner of 4th and
Maine Streets. Bebehauser was dissatis ed
with an emblem he was painting for a local
fraternal organization. Quidor volunteered tp
help. Bebehauser was entirely satis ed with
the result.

eir friendship established, Bebehauser
nanced Quidor’s desire to paint a scene e Headless Horseman Pursuing Ichabod Crane (1858) by John Quidor. Quideddsidad
from the Book of Revelation, he called found a niche in painting scenes from popular novels of Cervantes, JamessReooper, and

“Death on the Pale Horse” With Bebehausel/ashington Irving.
planning to help paint the massive canvas,
the artists secured the basement of the
Congregational Church, then known as the
“Lord's Barn” On a canvas seventeen feet
wide by eleven feet tall, the larger-than-life
horse seemed to leap from the canvas. e
work was displayed to admiring locals, rst
on a wall of the county courthouse, then
exhibited in communities of several southein
states.

Art historian David M. Sokol suspects
Quidor was in Quincy as early as 1834. He
and his wife bought a small tract of land sold
by town commissioners at a land auction
that year. e deed was recorded and several
more land deals, for which he and his
wife are listed as Adams County residents,
occurred in 1837. In that year, Sokol notes,
Quidor opened a studio in downtown
Quincy. ere his interest in literary themes
found maturity, and from there he sent Fire destroyed Quidor's New York City studio in 1835. e artist moved to lllineisyades later.
paintings to New York exhibitions.

In 1844, Quidor bought a 640-acre

Quidor to close his Quincy studio and give, success during his lifetime. But in 1942, John
farm near Columbus for $8,000 from up farming. Smith recovered_the farm, I. H. Bauer, painting and sculpture curator of
the Rev. Rapin Ellsworth Smith, once a and John and Eliza Jane Quidor in 1851 | the Brooklyn Museum, discovered Quidor.
Congregational minister in Columbus and returned to New York with their children. - | Baur's catalogue, John H. Quidor, 1801-1881,
later a resident of Quincy. Quidor promiseq € Whereabouts of the religious paintings i provided critical status to the 19th century

to deliver eight large Biblically-themed unknown. Quincy and Adams County artist. From that
paintings, each to be worth at least $1,000, In 1868, Quidor retired to the home of | point on, his reputation as an important

over eight years. A note dated April 15, 184%s eldest daughter, Anna Quidor Doyle, | American romantic and Hudson River

on the Quidor-Smith agreement reports in Jersey City Heights, New Jersey. He diedSchool artist has not waned. More than a
that Quidor satis ed the agreement. Sokol | there on December 13, 1881. dozen major art galleries and museums own
suggests that habitual drinking caused and exhibit Quidor’s paintings.

Quidor never achieved professional
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HSQAC DEVELOPS VIDEOS FOR LOCAL SCHOOL

By: Beth Young

Sometimes projects take longer to unfo|d

than anticipated. Such is the case with a
new video program o ered by the Society
in conjunction with the Tri-State Civil War
Round Table, the Quincy Public Schools,
and the Adams County Bicentennial
Commission. Here is the story of how it
came to be....

As a former history teacher, | have bee
interested for years in creating an acaden
unit tying together both Woodland
Cemetery and stories of Quincyans burie
there whose lives were touched by the
Civil War. Early in my thinking, as | was
oundering around, serendipity intervened
and | met Beverly Vaillancourt, “a force to
be reckoned with” in the world of history
and instructional design. New to Quincy,
she and her daughter visited the Governg
John Wood Mansion with tour guide Jan
Leimbach in July 2023. In talking with
them, Jan realized Beverly’s keen interes
in the Civil War. Shortly therea er, Jan
told me about Beverly, and Beverly and |
became acquainted over the phone.

Vaillancourt is a retired educator

who creates educational study units and
specializes in the War Between the State
Since |, too, am fascinated by the Civil
War, this common thread was the obvious
impetus for our rst conversations. As we
explored options of collaborations we mig
develop, we decided on a single een-

minute presentation involving stories abouitMellon), Edward Prince (Jack Freiburg),

four or ve people and their connections t
the war. What we have come up with is g
three-part, two-hour program which looks

at the lives of sixteen Quincyans who were Video Il (Medical Stalwarts) o ers the

involved in the conict.

At rst, the program was aimed solely a

1 volunteer Donna Foley, and | spent
iRours looking for photos and pictures;

jdocuments, maps, letters and other items;

at the nearly-completed work, we believe
that its design will make it appropriate

or the community at large. e program
consists of three main components and is
comprised of a mélange of photos, letters,
documents, and maps, with voiceovers reg
by area citizens.

While the project was fun to put togethe
it also required a lot of tedious research.
Our recently-retired archivist, Jean Kay,

helping check for copyright; locating
and verifying information. We also asked

our photographer in residence, member
' Rich Keppner, to make frequent trips to

1d

Woodland to take shots of appropriate
headstones. Somewhere along the way,
we came up with the idea of using area

"residents to provide the voiceovers for
vignettes for the sixteen Quincyans
included in the video.

e following information outlines the
contents of these videos and the name o
the individual providing the voiceover
as well as the name of the Quincy citizen
whose story is being told.

5. Video | (lllinois and the Civil War)
provides general information about
lllinois in the War and contains bios of
six Quincyans who fought in the con ict.
htese include William Dallas (Orville

Jones), General James D. Morgan (Rob

D William Shipley (A. J. Belko), and Horace
Sa ord Brown (Rodney Farr).

stories of four Quincyans who worked in
medical areas of the War as well as a bri
history of the City of Quincy. ese include

students, grades 6 — 12; however, as we

28| e Governor's Post

obk Orson Hyde Crandall (Gary Fowler),

Louise Maertz (Jan Leimbach), Dr. Samuel
Everett (Dr. Kurt Leimbach), and Mother
Elizabeth Leebrick (Kim Dinkheller) who
portray the individuals. Four mayors

of Quincy present the history of the city
portion of this component. ese mayors
include Mike Troup, Kyle Moore, Chuck
Scholz, and David Nuessen.

Video Il (Architects of Change) o ers
a short history of Woodland Cemetery
narrated by Dr. George Crickard and bios
of six Quincy architects of change. e six
are John Wood (Dr. Tim Jacobs), Orville
Hickman Browning (Rich Keppner),
Cornelius Volk (Dr. Patrick Hotle),
Constance Reed (Leslie Fowler), Henry
Knapheide (Jannick Lane), and David
Nelson (David Harbin).

Video | is completed and will be sent
to interested public and parochial schools
at the end of February. e other two

>fcomponent tapes will be released in the

spring. Eventually the entire series will be
available on the HSQAC website.
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Thank You to Our Mem

FOUNDER -
$25,000 and Higher

Robert Ackerman

Robert Black

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Holzgrafe **
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Hutchings
Dennis Williams **

Kay Wilkinson (Deceased) **
Beth Young **

GOVERNOR -

$10,000 to $24,999

Mr. & Mrs. Reg Ankrom **

David Hulsen

Knapheide Manufacturing
Company

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Stiegemeier *

QUARTERMASTER 1

$5,000 to $9,999

Bob Austin

Mike and Ginny Gully

Mr. (Deceased) and Mrs.
Harold Knapheide 111

Lynn Niewohner **

Steve Parker (Deceased)

omas Oakley (Deceased)

MAYOR -
$1,000 to $4,999

Bob Bergman **

Mr. & Mrs. Ned Broemmel **
Dr. George Crickard **
Donna Foley

Jack Freiburg **

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Gerveler
Dr. & Mrs. Tim Jacobs **
Marilyn Kuppler (Deceased)
Kurt & Jan Leimbach **

Dr. George Meyer **

Claire Myers (Deceased)
Hal & Kathy Oakley **
Signe Oakley **

Judy & Steve Siebers **

Dr. & Mrs. Walter Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Vecchie

JOHN WOQOD
SOCIETY -
$500 to $999

Joyce Burns

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Conover
Helen & John Cornell
William & Laurie DeMont **
Suzi Duker

Don Gnuse

John Hagler

William Klingner **

b

James Kusbel **
Rita Lammers **
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Jane Neu **
Jane Nolan
Byron Webb

BUILDER - $100-249

Kent Adams **

Mary Arp

William Arp **

Hal & Hollis Axelrod **

Tanna Barry

Jerry & Linley Bartell

John & Rhonda Basinger **

Ruth Bennett

Norman & Nancy Boone

Janet Brandmill **

Judy Brickey

Sue (Deceased) & Je Bruce
Julie Seager

Elizabeth Busbey

Brian Christiansen **

Bob & Fran Cook

Rod & Karen Cookson **

Timothy & Susan Costigan

Tony & Trish Crane **

Ray Davis

Greg Davis

Gary & Susi DeClue **

Rich & Beth Deters

Arlis Dittmer **

Steve & Glori Duesterhaus **

Richard & Laura Ehrhart

Rodney Farr

Michele & Michael Foster

Roxanne Frey

Dave Fruehling

Nancy Fruehling

Barbara Fry

Roger & Kay Gallaher **

Robert & Barbara Girouard **

Clare Goerlich **

Carla Gordon **

Angela Gutting

Cynthia Halieman

D. Stephen & Carolyn
Hagood **

Ann Haugh

Ric & Monica Hinkamper **

Nancy & Doug Hollenberg

Heather Holzgrafe

Heidi Holzgrafe & Eric Loos

Kent Hull

Dave & Jan Hummel **

Pat & Cindy Humphrey **

William & Linda Hyde

John & Kristin Jameson **

Marcia Johnson

Robert & Jil Johnson **

Margaret Johnson-Dennis

Amy Kaiser **

Jean Kay **

Norman & Kaye Kemner

Victor & Rita Kerr

Mark Krzystofczyk

Lori Kruse **

Cecile Kuhlman **

Joe & Denette Kuhlman **

Robert Landrum

Beth Lane

Ron & Joan Larner

Mike & Karen Lavery

Roger Leach **

Steven Linnemann

Gary Livesay & Valerie
Vlahakis

Mark Lockett

Maurine Maglioco **

Meenal Bashir Mamdani **

Wendell Mauter

Bill & Sharon Mays

Karen Mayville **

Rob & Patti Mellon **

James & Charolette Meyer **

Delmer Mitchell

Jane & Paul Moody **

Sandra Moore **

eresa Oakley

Maxine Paluska

Bill & Patti Paxton

Gary & Emily Peterson

Alfred Pogge

Jim & Martha Rapp

Phil & Pat Reyburn

Richard Robertson **

Bobette & Dan Rottmann

Richard Schachtsiek **

Mike & Linda Schlipmann

Chris & Monica Scholz

Mark & Kate Schuering **

Dr. & Mrs. John Scott

David & Connie Shinn

Gene Soebbing

Paul & Cindi Soebbing **

John Spring (Deceased) **

Grace M. Stillwell

R. Newcomb Stillwell

Brian Stump

Alan & Janet Summy **

Art & Sharon Tenhouse **

Paul & Angelle Tibbets **

Brad Tietsort **

Robert & Beverly Vaillancourt

John Veith **

Dale & Marty Venvertloh

Scott & Robin Walden **

Jim White

Fred Witte

DEIS

MEMBER-$50-$99

Cleve Barkley

Kenneth Best

Vicki Blackwell

Roger Blickhan

Alan Boulton

Sherry Brothers

Kim Bush

Ann Busse

Sandra Callahan **

Hannah Cassens

Lauren Cunningham

Susan Deege

David Derry

Alan DeYoung

Mary Disseler

Pat Doyle-Grace

John & Cheri Dozier

Dienna Drew

Sarah Eaton

Mary Ebert **

Reva Ehmen

Nancy Elliott

Tom Fentem

Linda Finnamore

Michael Flanagan **

John Frankenho

John (Deceased) & Betty
Gebhardt

Geri Grawe

omas Grieser

Joan Groh **

Jean Gutchewsky

Gwen Henslee **

Tammy Hoener

Shelly Holtman

C. Patrick Hotle **

Sandra & Gary Hull

Ruth Hultz

Roy & Pat Hummelsheim **

Mary Hummert

Jim & Linda Inghram

Barb Ippensen

Penni Ippensen

Luke Jacobs

Curt Jacobs

Connie Jenkins

Kirsten Johnson

Jim & Peggy Kaiser **

Carol Kenel-Filley

Linda King

Kimberly Kirlin

Carolyn Koetters

Suzette Krummel **

omas Lamb

Lincoln & Barbara Lieber

Joe & Nancy Liesen **




Greg Likes

Harry Lindstrom

Dian Link

Marlene Magavero

Shannon Matticks

Charles & Barbara McClain **

Kevin McFarland &
Richard Fischer **

Laura McReynolds

Charles Mellon

Lacinda Mena

Dave & Joan Miller

James Miller

Tom & Susan Moore

Christine Moore

Emily Morris

Annette Newquist **

Robert Niebur

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Norfolk

Donald O'Connell

Donna O'Neal **

Suzanne O'Quinn

Teresa Pickle **

Kelsey Pigg **

Erin Pittman

Louis & Janet Quintero

omas Radel

Rich & Alice Rakers **

Leslie Reynolds

Richard & Kim Saalborn

Vicky Saka

William Sander

Lynn Schelp

Cathy & Gary Schluckebier

Steve Schneider

Charles & Jamie Scholz

Tom & Judy Schutte

Roger Schwengel

Phyllis Self

Larry Shepherd

Deanna Smith

Phyllis Smith **

Lynn Snyder **

Lisa Spellman

Kevin Steinkamp

Julie Terstriep

Dan Trower

Kerry McHugh Upton

Charles VanCamp

Patricia & Larry Veile

Dave & Cori Wadsworth

Matt & Lori Walbring

Scott Walker

Kenneth Ward

Matthew Ward

Kathryn Warner

Ellen Waters

James Weise

Logan White

Richard Wilton

Rolla Wike

Robert Winkeljohn

Joyce Winn

Doug Wood

John Wood VI

Judy Yeast

Bruce & Susan York
Jean Ziesmer

COMMUNITY

DONOR

Bob Austin

Dave Daniels
Alex Gough

omas Lamb

Doug Wood
Eleanor Yackley **
Jean Ziesmer

CORPORATE
SPONSORS

Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library

Adams Electric Cooperative

Architechnics

Argabright

Arnold, Behrens, Nesbit and
Gray

Arts Quincy

Blessing Health System

R. L. Brink Corporation

e Business Centre

Camp Point Historical Society

Community Foundation

Creative Garden Services

Custom Turf

Duker and Haugh

Erich Elligson Automotive

Fauble Insurance Agency

First Bankers Trust

First Mid-Illinois Bank and
Trust **

Fischer Builders

Freiburg Construction

Full Service Roo ng

Gem City Armored Security

Gem City Gymnastics/
Tumbling

Gully Transportation

Hansen-Spear

Heimer and Associates

Illinois Arts Council Agency

Illinois Humanities Council

Illinois State Historical Society

Klingner and Associates, Inc.

Knapheide Manufacturing Co.

Laser Images

Le ers Landscape and Nurser

Marion Gardner Jackson
Foundation

Marx Commercial
Development

Mercantile Bank

Michelmann Foundation **

e Moorman Foundation **

Mr. K’'s Fabric Shop

Celebration Home
Quincy Brewing Company
Quincy Exchange Club
Quincy Preserves
Quincy Public Library
Quincy Service Club
Foundation
Refreshment Services Pepsi
Rober Law
Royal Printing
Schmiedeskamp, Robertson,
Neu and Mitchell **
Scholz, Loos, Palmer, Siebers
Sharkey Transportation
Smith Brothers Powersports
Stifel Nicolaus
Stillwell Foundation
Sunbelt Rentals
Swick Realty
Tom Geise Plumbing
Western lllinois University
Archives
Wind-Hulsen Charitable Fund

LIFE MEMBERS

Mrs. Charles Barnum

(Deceased)

Mrs. Sondra Bartley

Dr. Stan Bartley

Mr. Robert Black

Mrs. Betty Ann Breitweiser

Mr. & Mrs. Ned Broemmel **

Mrs. Charles Cleek (Decease

Mrs. Karen Connors

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Conover

Mr. George Irwin (Deceased)

Mr. (Deceased) & Mrs. Harold
Knapheide Il

Mrs. Carl Landrum

Mrs. Ann Mays

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Mays

Mr. David Nuessen

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Oakley **

Mr. Burks Oakley Il

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pollock

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Radel **

Ms. Marian Sorenson **

Mr. Je Spear (Deceased)

Mrs. Grace M. Stillwell

Mr. Dennis Williams **

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Winters
(Deceased)

Gardner Denver

Quincy Area Chamber of
Commerce

y CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN **
PRESERVE, PROTECT &

ENHANCE CAMPAIGN
Mark Adams

ADM

Heather Bangert

Amy Behrensmeyer

Blackbaud Giving Fund

Kae Blecha

Brinkman Plumbing

Community Foundation
Charlie and Jean

Gri th Fund

Stamerjohn Family Fund

Roselyn Crabtree

Judy Crocker

Kelsey Deters

Bob & Ann Dickson

Bob Dittmer

Dan Doane

Richard Fischer

Bruce & Jane Gardner

Lynn Gelston

William Gerdes

Cathy Hayden

Christopher Hunter

Suzanne Irwin-Wells

John & Kris Jameson

Kemner Estate

Mike & Barb Klingner

Kunes Family Foundation

James Kusbel

Rita Lammers

Judith Lilienthal

Mark Lueckenho

Rich & Lora Marcolla

Marion Gardner Jackson
Charity Trust

Don McKinley

d)Will & Catherine Meckes

Judith Milfs

Linda Moore

Iris Nelson

Judith Nelson

Joseph Newkirk

O’Donnell's Termite & Pest
Control

Vicki Otis

Susan Peters

Quincy Baseball Club

Quincy Farm & Home

Quincy Service League
Foundation

Quincy Society of Fine Arts

Jean Reddington

Brad & Barb Richmiller

Nicolas & Gabrielle Rober

Becky Roskamp

Rotary Foundation of Quincy

Stephen Royer

Chuck & Becky Scholz

Rudy Seward

Allen Shafer

Eric Shover

Rick & Cynthia Smith

Ruth Snowden

Sunny Straub

Susan Till

Kenya Vaughn

James Waterkotte

Cecil Weathers

Bobby Weisenburger

Richard Bennett

Oakley Lindsay Foundation
O’Donnell-Cookson Life

Nancy Benz

** Capital Campaign Donors
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Construction of Quincy Senior High School at
14th and Maine in 1931. e building later
became Quincy Junior High School.
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