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It’s that time again when the Historical 
Society of Quincy and Adams County invites 
the public to tour the Governor John Wood 
Mansion during the Christmas Candlelight 
Tours, a Quincy holiday tradition that seems 
to grow in popularity with each passing year.    

�e events are scheduled December 12, 
13, 19, 20 and 26, and visitors can expect 
to see the stunning Greek Revival home of 
John Wood, Quincy’s founder, decorated 
with glistening trees, �ickering lights and live 
poinsettias in every room of the main �oor.   

To cap o� the county’s bicentennial year, 
the Society will display pieces from the 
Adams County business and industry exhibit 
featured during the Bicentennial Finale at the 
Adams County Fairgrounds.  Docents will be 
available to discuss the pieces during the tour 
of the home.    

�is year’s musical performers are 
scheduled as follows:  �e Eventide Singers, 
December 12; 12th Street Brass, December 13; 
Javaux Music School Cellists, December 19; 
Javaux Music School Violinists, December 20; 
and Logan Kammerer, December 26.   

Candlelight Tours will be scheduled 
between 5:00 and 7:00 pm, with tour times 
at 5:00; 5:20; 5:40; 6:00; 6:20; and 6:40.  Tours 
will begin in the Society’s Visitors Center 
where complimentary Christmas cookies and 
hot chocolate will be served.  Tour guides 
will be available to take groups to the historic 
home across the alley from the Visitors 
Center. Reservations are requested and may 
be made online at hsqac.org or by contacting 
the HSQAC O�ce at 217-222-1835 or susid@
hsqac.org.

�e event is free and open to the public.   
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�e Governor John Wood Mansion will be open to the public free of charge in the evenings on December 
12, 13, 19, 20 & 26 during this year’s Christmas Candlelight Tours.   
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�e 
Moodys were 
inspired to 
undertake the 
gargantuan 
task by 
a 2012 
project Paul 
participated 
in through 
HSQAC in 
which all 
the country 
schools still 
standing 
in Adams 
County were 
located and 
identi�ed.  
Paul, Warren 
Speckhart, 
and Jim 
Balzer 
located the 
schools while 
Robert Cook 
took photos. �e three put together a PowerPoint program which 
was presented to the public and later archived at the Society.  When 
the Moodys became involved in the Adams County Bicentennial 
celebrations, it seemed a natural �t to enhance the county rural 
school project which had already been researched and o�er it as a 
Bicentennial activity.    

In organizing and planning the tours, the couple was assisted by 
Bicentennial Commissioners John and Linda Groves as well as by 
many others who served as tour guides, historians, and researchers.   

Included on the free Historic Schools Tours were county school 
districts Unit 1 Payson, Unit 2 Liberty, Unit 3 Camp Point, Unit 4 
Mendon, and Quincy Public Schools.  �e tour also included a stop 
at Quinsippi Island’s Log Cabin Village School, reminiscent of the 
�rst school in Adams County built in 1825.  Matt Bergman also 
organized a tour of Quincy’s Parochial Schools.    

Not only did the Moodys organize the six tours, but they 
also compiled, then donated detailed notebooks for each tour 

participant which included photos, maps, articles, and descriptions 
of the one room schools initially comprising each district.  
�e couple also organized and paid for transportation via air 
conditioned school bus for the nearly 300 people who went on 
the tours. Following the tours, the Moodys distributed framed 
certi�cates of appreciation to those who helped with the activity. 

�e Moodys, both retired educators, also own and operate 
Moody’s Country School Museum at 1918 South 57th Street in 
Quincy, which was the �nal stop on each tour.  �e Museum 
features artifacts and displays from the 1800s to the 1950s, many 
from Adams County.   Items include mannequins dressed in period 
attire, as well as a model classroom which shows authentic vintage 
school house furniture decorated with slates, books, report cards, 
�ags, and a variety of tins and cans which no doubt served as lunch 
pails.   

A special exhibit about William S. Gray, the Camp Point teacher 
who co-authored the popular Dick and Jane learn-to-read book 
series, is also featured in the Museum.  Gray was born in Coatsburg 
and taught 25 students in grades 1-7 at Hazlewood School near 
Camp Point from 1904-1905.   

Although the Historic Schools Tours have ended, the Moodys’ 
Country School Museum is open to the public by appointment.  
Contact Jane or Paul for information at 217-257-7088 or jpmoody@
adams.net.   

Jane and Paul Moody o�ered Adams County residents and friends a look 
into the history of education in Adams County with their Historic Schools 
Tours, one of the most popular Bicentennial activities scheduled this 
summer.�

MOODYS HOST TOURS 
OF HISTORIC SCHOOLS IN 
RURAL ADAMS COUNTY

�e Moody’s Country School Museum features a model 
classroom with vintage school house furniture. 

In a commemorative year �lled with community celebrations, lec-
tures, concerts, and more, one of the most popular activities– and 
certainly one of the most well-organized-was the Historic Schools 
Tours --  Jane and Paul Moody’s six bus tours of some of the rural 
schools that are still standing in Adams County.  While at one time 
there were over 200 one room rural schools in Adams County, that 
number has now dwindled to around 50. 
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Among the items preserved in the 
Historical Society’s Collection are 
photographs and military e�ects of 
Capt. Joseph John Wagner, Jr. (1924–
1986), a Quincyan who served in the 
United States Army Air Corps during 
World War II. �ese artifacts tell the 
remarkable story of a young man 
who took to the skies halfway around 
the world, �ying dangerous supply 
missions over the towering peaks of the 
Himalayas on an air route known to 
pilots as “the Hump.” 

Capt. Wagner �ew with the 24th 
Combat Mapping Squadron in the 
China-Burma-India (CBI) theater, one 
of the most challenging assignments 
in the war. From 1943 to 1945, 
Allied aircra� carried vital supplies 
from bases in India to support 
U.S. bombers operating from 
China. “We did not �y over the 
Himalayas—we �ew through 
them,” Wagner later recalled. �e 
B-24 “Liberator” bomber he �ew 
had a maximum altitude of about 
28,000 feet or 1,000 feet below 
the summit of Mount Everest. 
Missions were fully loaded with 
aviation fuel and oil, making those 
�ights both heavy and treacherous. 

Temperatures at those heights 
were far below zero, and the planes 
were neither pressurized nor 
heated. “I wore a one-piece padded 
�ight suit that could be plugged into a 
power outlet, something like an electric 
blanket,” Wagner recalled. Crews wore 
oxygen masks above 10,000 feet, and 
even a small cut or poor shave could 
make the rubber masks painful to wear 
for hours on end. �ough Japanese 
�ghters were rarely encountered, 
Wagner once spotted a distant Zero 
aircra� that did not engage. �e greater 
threat came from the weather and 
terrain—crashes were o�en fatal, and 

rescue was nearly impossible among the 
massive mountains below.” 

In addition to supply runs, Wagner’s 
squadron photographed wide areas 
of the CBI theater from high altitude. 
His B-24 was one of only 90 aircra� 
modi�ed to carry large reconnaissance 
cameras, making their missions crucial 
for mapping and intelligence. “�e 
Hump” airli� was among the most 
hazardous operations of the war, 
but it was essential in maintaining 
Allied pressure in the Paci�c. He later 
recollected, “I do recall the deaths of an 
entire B-24 crew that included a young 
man from Pitts�eld (Illinois) on an 
overloaded plane that crashed during 
takeo�, one of the most dangerous 
times for aircra�.” 

Before he became a pilot and o�cer, 
Wagner was known locally as “Junior.” 
A 1942 graduate of Quincy Senior 
High School, he wrote a sports column 
for the school paper, Blue Deviltries, 
and played piano with swing bands 
around town. A�er graduation, he 
enlisted at Scott Field, Illinois, and 
completed training at Fort Jackson, 
South Carolina, and Camp Gordon 
in Georgia. When he grew tired of 
“shooting up the ground,” as he put it, 

he applied 
for �ight 
training and 
later O�cer 
Candidate 
School, where 
he learned 
celestial 
navigation 
and earned 
his commission as a second lieutenant. 
In the summer of 1944, he was assigned 
to a 10-man B-24 air crew for duty in 
the CBI theater.  

A�er the war’s end, Wagner remained 
in Gushkara, India, with his unit 
until he earned enough “points” to 
return home. He later spent time 
at Clark Field, a U.S. airbase in the 

Philippines, before sailing back 
to the United States in 1946. 
Settling again in Quincy, in his 
family’s home, he took courses at 
Quincy College before entering 
the University of Chicago Law 
School, where he earned his 
Doctor of Jurisprudence in 1950. 
Wagner also met his wife, Jeanne 
Schlageler, at the university and 
married on campus. He served 
once more during the Korean 
War, this time in the U.S. Air 
Force Judge Adjutant General’s 
o�ce as a Captain and attorney. 
A�er his Air Force departure, he 
went on to work in Chicago. 

In Chicago, he became a father 
to Je�, Lawrence, and Julia (Alex) 
Bucci Wagner.  He worked primarily 
as a tax attorney with various law and 
accounting �rms, including Touche 
Niven and Coopers Lybrand.  In a 
second marriage in 1970 to Quincy 
resident, Alberta Spilker, he became 
the father of Paul Wagner (1972-2014). 
His grandchildren are Sophia Bucci, 
Pia Bucci, and Scott M. Wagner (of 
Quincy). 

FROM THE COLLECTION

Captain Joseph John Wagner, 
U.S. Army Air Corps

A Quincy Airman and the Himalayas

Wagner is pictured with his squad in the back row, 4th from 
le�, in this photo now in the HSQAC Collection.  

(With information given by Je� Wagner, 
Capt. Joseph Wagner’s son) 

�e personal artifacts and photographs now in our Collection preserve Capt. Wagner’s service while revealing Quincy’s global 
reach during World War II. His memories of cold �ights, narrow passes, and distant peaks o�er a personal view of a perilous, o�en 
overlooked campaign. 
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Adams County turned 200 this year, and 
we couldn’t miss the party! �e Historical 
Society of Quincy and Adams County 
joined the Bicentennial Finale at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds on September 6, where 
the community gathered to celebrate two 
centuries of progress, innovation, and good 
old-fashioned hard work. 

You could �nd us in the Hall of Innovation 
and Industry sharing stories and artifacts 
representing 200 years of local businesses 
and industries.  Our display had a little bit of 
everything: tools from early manufacturing 
days, advertising keepsakes from long-gone 
shops, and reminders of just how much 
creativity and determination helped build this 
community.  We loved watching visitors make 
connections, “My grandpa worked there!” - 
or discover something new, “I didn’t know 
Quincy made that!”

�roughout the day, more than 600 people 
stopped by our booth. We gave away over 
400 copies of Carl Landrum’s Historical 
Sketches of Quincy, Illinois, and several copies 
of our award-winning Governor’s Post. Our 
Collections Manager and volunteers had so 
many great conversations about the legacies 
that continue to shape Adams County. 

�e Society gave out 400 copies of Historical Sketches of Quincy, Illinois, by Carl Landrum to those 
attending the Finale.   

HSQAC’s Jean Kay, who recently retired as the 
Society’s Collection Manager and Archivist, 
assisted at the Historical Society’s exhibit at the 
fairgrounds in early September.

Artifacts from Quincy’s Fire Department were 
part of the exhibit at the Bicentennial Finale. 

Businesses represented in the Society’s display 
included Bueter’s, Diamond Star Feeds, Putnam 
Dye, and Knapheide Manufacturing.   

CELEBRATING 200 YEARS OF INNOVATION 
WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM HISTORY 

Bicentennial Book Coming Soon.
To celebrate our county’s 200th anniversary in 2025, the Adams County Bicentennial Committee, 
led by chairman Chuck Scholz, is proud to announce a new comprehensive historical book of the 
county, its people, and its communities, highlighted by hundreds of photographs representing 
all eras and aspects of local Adams County history. Adams County Illinois:  �e First 200 Years is 
published by Acclaim Press and will be distributed in early December, according to information the 
Historical Society has received.  Contact Lauren Cunningham at the Quincy Public Library with 
any questions about the book or orders at 217-223-1309.   

Events like the Bicentennial Finale remind us why we do what we do: 
collect, preserve, and share the stories that make this place home. As we close 
the book on the county’s �rst 200 years, we’re excited about what’s ahead. If 
the past has taught us anything, it’s that Adams County knows how to make 
history, and that the Historical Society is here to help keep it alive. 
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“Nancy serves as the Museum and 
Collections Manager at the Historical 
Society of Quincy and Adams County and 
is the founder of Tracking Your History, a 
business that o�ers services in genealogy, 
historical research and writing, archive 
consulting, eBay management, and more. 
For over a decade, she has combined her 
expertise and passion to make history 
engaging, accessible, and meaningful to 
the community. 

Her professional journey re�ects 
both dedication and impact. At the 
Historical Society, and previously as 

Curator of Collections and Exhibits at the 
Quincy Museum, Nancy has preserved 
and celebrated the stories that shape 
our region. She played a key role as a 
Project Manager for the Adams County 
Bicentennial Commission, leading to the 
creation of the traveling museum that 
brought history directly to the community. 

Nancy is equally committed to service 
outside her career. As a new Quincy Art 
Center Board member, she has been 
present and hands-on at every event, 
quickly stepping into the Secretary 
role to support the organization. She is 

also actively engaged with the Young 
Professionals (YP), where she champions 
community events and consistently helps 
amplify their reach through social media. 

What sets Nancy apart is her 
authenticity and wholehearted investment. 
She doesn’t participate in organizations 
for recognition — she commits fully, 
putting her energy, skills, and heart into 
everything she does. Our Community 
is stronger, richer, and better-connected 
because of her leadership, her service, and 
her unwavering passion for history and 
people.” 

“ EmpowerHer” AWARD LUNCHEON 
HSQAC’s Museum and Collections Manager Nancy Benz (far right) was one of eight area women nominated for EmpowerHer 
awards given by the Quincy Area Chamber of Commerce this year.   

HSQAC Museum and Collections Manager, Nancy Benz, was the October 2025 recipient of the “EmpowerHer” 
award given by the Quincy Area Chamber of Commerce’s Women Empowered initiative. Here is what her 
nominator had to say about Nancy: Nancy Benz
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A few generations later, in 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln �nally established 
�anksgiving as a uni�ed holiday, 
designating the last �ursday in November 
as its o�cial date across the country. 

Today, �anksgiving is celebrated on 
the fourth �ursday of November due to 
a change initiated in 1939, when retailers 
persuaded President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
to move the holiday. At the time, the United 
States was enduring the Great Depression, 
and the shi� aimed to increase retail sales 
by lengthening the shopping period before 
Christmas. Roosevelt’s plan, derisively 
referred to as “Franksgiving,” faced 
considerable opposition, but it was �nally 
codi�ed in 1941 when Congress established 
the fourth �ursday as the o�cial date for 
the holiday. 

In the early 19th century, Quincy 
newspapers occasionally referenced 
�anksgiving, o�ering glimpses of local 
and national traditions surrounding the 
holiday. �ese publications sometimes 
featured poems celebrating harvest foods, 
commentaries re�ecting on farmers 

acquiring turkeys, and heartwarming 
accounts of families tending to their 
holiday birds, o�en adapted from Eastern 
newspapers. Notably, a story reprinted from 
Birmingham, Connecticut, in the December 
6,1856, Quincy Whig described a remarkable 
woman who, having enjoyed a long life and 
raised a large family, prompted the re�ection, 
“We doubt if there is another case in this 
country where a venerable mother can 
call 230 of her lineal pedigree around her 
�anksgiving dinner table.” 

In the early 19th century, �anksgiving 
was not a uni�ed national holiday. In fact, 
since each state chose its own date, a day 
of thanks was o�en declared on di�erent 
�ursdays in November. �is patchwork 
of celebrations made for a fascinating 
assortment of traditions. �e December 3, 
1850 edition of �e Quincy Whig captured 
the spirit of the times in an article titled 
“Unique to the Last,” noting, “South Carolina 
will observe Sunday, Oct. 24th as its day of 
�anksgiving. What on earth can a State 
be thankful for that is not thankful for the 
blessing of the Union?” 

Although governors across various states 
issued proclamations declaring a day of 
“thanksgiving and prayer,” local observance 
in Quincy was notably subdued. Most 
businesses remained open, and churches 
did not hold special services, most notably 
because the holiday fell on a �ursday. 
An anonymous contributor to the Quincy 
Daily Whig in 1859, identifying as “One 
of Many” and hailing from New England, 
lamented the lack of traditional celebration, 
remarking how, back home, businesses 
closed and churches welcomed worshipers. 
He expressed disappointment that only a 
single church in Quincy hosted a “union 
service,” accusing local clergy of indolence. 
His sentiments prompted a swi� rebuttal in 
the same publication, criticizing his letter 
as “an exceedingly bitter and cowardly 
attack upon the motives and character of 
Protestant clergymen of this city.” Around 
this time, the Bank of Quincy was among 
the few institutions to publicly announce 
its closure for �anksgiving, underscoring 
the limited recognition of the day in the 
community. 

A nostalgic look at a familiar �anksgiving image which shows the family--grandparents, parents, and 
children -- enjoying the bounties of the season together.

THE STORIED 
EVOLUTION OF AN 

AMERICAN HOLIDAY 
By: Arlis Dittmer and Rob Mellon 

�anksgiving traces its roots to 
ancient European harvest festivals, 
especially those held in England. 
In American cultural history, the 
Pilgrims of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
are o�en credited with establishing 
the �rst �anksgiving, bringing 
with them longstanding traditions 
of fasting and days of thanksgiving. 
Initially, �anksgiving in the colonies 
was observed through religious 
services and various communal 
events. As America gained its 
independence and, in an e�ort, to 
establish a unique cultural identity, 
President George Washington issued 
a national proclamation calling for 
a day of �anksgiving; however, 
individual states still chose their own 
dates for observance. 

FEASTS, FELLOWSHIP, AND “FRANKSGIVING:”
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With his proclamation on October 3, 
1863, President Abraham Lincoln did more 
than establish �anksgiving as a national 
tradition; he called upon a nation torn by war 
to pause, re�ect, and give thanks. Lincoln 
marveled that, “...peace has been preserved 
with all nations, order has been maintained, 
the laws have been respected and obeyed 
and that harmony has prevailed everywhere 
except in the great theater of military con�ict, 
while that theater has been greatly contracted 
by the advancing armies and navies of the 
Union.” Even as cannon smoke lingered on 
distant battle�elds, Lincoln’s words reminded 
citizens from every corner of the United 
States of blessings that endured despite 
hardship. 

In his stirring invitation, Lincoln urged, “I 
do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every 
part of the United States...to observe and set 
apart the last �ursday in November next as 
a day of thanksgiving and prayer.” His call 
resonated as a powerful appeal for unity and 
gratitude, encouraging Americans to join in 
a chorus of hope and resilience even in the 
nation’s darkest hour. 

During December 1864, Quincy 
newspaper dispatches were �lled with spirited 
accounts of �anksgiving feasts enjoyed 
by the armies. One lively report declared, 
“Our soldiers, having been fed on turkey 
on �anksgiving Day, are now surely better 
equipped to ‘gobble’ up the enemy!” Another 
remarked with a dash of humor, “Our troops 
were treated to turkeys, mince pies, and all 
the extravagant delights of �anksgiving—

sent to them at private expense and costing 
more than Great Britain would spend to feed 
its standing army for months.” �ese vivid 
descriptions capture the care and kindness 
shown to soldiers during the holiday, as well 
as the lighthearted morale that feasts brought 
to men at the front lines. 

A�er the turmoil of war, �anksgiving 
fully blossomed into a cherished tradition 
across Illinois in the late nineteenth century, 
transforming from a simple observance into a 
heartfelt celebration of gratitude observed by 
the entire family.

 With every passing year, anticipation 
grew as both the President and the Governor 
marked the occasion by issuing eloquent 
proclamations, calling citizens to unite in 
thanks. In 1872, Governor John M. Palmer 
inspired Illinoisans and newcomers alike 
with his stirring proclamation: “I invite all the 
people of the state of Illinois and all strangers 
in their midst, to set apart �ursday, the 
Twenty-eight day of November A.D. 1872 as 
the holy day of giving thanks to the Father 
of all for the mercies He has bestowed 
upon us.” �is annual ritual helped bind 
communities together, strengthening bonds 
and celebrating prosperity through collective 
re�ection and appreciation. 

�anksgiving in old Quincy was a lively 
a�air, with the city’s rhythm shi�ing for the 
holiday. Early morning church bells rang 
out across quiet streets, and most businesses 
locked their doors for the day, except for 
bustling restaurants ready to feed hungry 

celebrants. In 1874, �e Daily Herald praised 
Ed Lehman’s restaurant on Fourth and 
Hampshire as the place to indulge in seasonal 
delicacies, roast turkey with tart cranberries, 
crisp celery, freshly shucked oysters, and 
slices of �ne cake, all expertly prepared by 
Ed, a true maestro in the kitchen. Just a�er 
the festivities in 1877, the Quincy Daily 
Herald’s “Items in Brief ” column painted a 
vivid picture: “Chilly, gloomy weather, fewer 
turkeys to be found, but warm hospitality at 
Mr. Hamilton’s dinner on Hampshire and a 
packed dining room at �e Tremont, where 
locals and travelers alike gathered for an 
abundant �anksgiving feast that over�owed 
with the spirit of the season.” 

By 1881, Illinoisans could look forward 
to six o�cial holidays each year, beginning 
with the celebrations of New Year’s Day 
and followed by Washington’s Birthday, the 
solemn commemorations of Decoration Day 
on May 30th, the patriotic festivities of the 
Fourth of July, and �nally rounding out the 
year with �anksgiving and Christmas. 

In 1882, the Quincy Daily Herald delighted 
its readers with a whimsical �anksgiving 
editorial, opening with, “Gentle reader, this 
is �anksgiving Day. … �e turkey we ate 
last �anksgiving day must have been two 
or three thousand years old. We remember 
it well.” With tongue �rmly in cheek, the 
Herald confessed that this year’s holiday 
menu would feature not turkey, but a “stu�ed 
rabbit” instead, a playful nod to meager times 
or perhaps the creative antics of local cooks. 
�e editorial also poked fun at how some 

In 1863, with the nation at war, President Abraham Lincoln �nally established �anksgiving as a uni�ed holiday.
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businesses shuttered for the holiday, declaring with pride, “It is a cold 
day when the Herald o�ce closes.” 

�anksgiving in Quincy during World War I burned brightly 
with community spirit, patriotism, and heartfelt generosity. �e 
city didn’t just gather around tables—it rallied around the cause of 
supporting soldiers overseas and helping neighbors in need. 

During the turbulent days of World War I, �anksgiving in 
Quincy became a vivid expression of unity, gratitude, and patriotic 
resolve. On �anksgiving Day in 1918, the Quincy Daily Journal 
painted a lively scene at the Y.M.C.A., celebrating a “jolly” dinner 
bursting with camaraderie. Guests enjoyed two plump geese, 
a succulent chicken, and all the holiday trimmings, perfectly 
prepared. Every gentleman at the event was called on to give a 
spirited speech, while the ladies, as the paper wryly noted, let their 
remarkable cooking speak for itself. 

Across the tri-state area, neighborhoods �lled with the hum of 
community gatherings, heartfelt church services, and public events, 
all colored by support for soldiers overseas and national purpose. 
While families still gathered at home, �anksgiving took on deeper 
meaning, shaped by sacri�ce and mutual care. �roughout the 
season, collections for the American Red Cross and drives for war 
bonds became common sights, and local organizations stepped up 
their e�orts, delivering baskets of food and hope to neighbors in 
need. In this time of hardship, Quincy’s holiday spirit shone through 
with a powerful sense of generosity and shared purpose that united 
the community as never before. 

�anksgiving’s journey from humble harvest gatherings to 
cherished civic tradition reveals more than just the passage of time 
-- it re�ects the heart of American community spirit and resilience 
across generations. �e enduring stories from Quincy and throughout 
Illinois illustrate how each shared meal and civic proclamation wove 
a stronger sense of unity, gratitude, and belonging into the fabric of 
daily life, especially in moments of national trial and transition. As 
bells ring, tables �ll, and gratitude is rekindled year a�er year, the 
true magic of �anksgiving lies not only in feasts or festivities, but in 
the quiet ties that continue to bind neighbors, families, and friends, 
reminding everyone that thankfulness is best realized together, in 
fellowship and re�ection. 

Roosevelt’s plan, derisively referred to as “Franksgiving,” faced consider-
able opposition, but it was �nally codi�ed in 1941 when Congress estab-
lished the fourth �ursday as the o�cial date for the holiday.
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A plan is underway to name the new 
area a�er revered Quincy University 
History Professor Emeritus Dr. David 
Costigan.  HSQAC members and Quincy 
College graduates Dr. George Meyer 
and Beth Young are spearheading this 
project and hoping to raise $50,000 for the 
development of the gallery.   

“No one in Adams County is associated 
more with the Civil War than David 
Costigan, a consummate historian and 
expert in many areas of our nation’s 
past and one who is especially adept at 
explaining the rami�cations of the con�ict 
in the mid-19th century,” says Meyer.  “For 

years he taught the 
Civil War courses at 
Quincy University 
(Quincy College).  He has also presented 
workshops and programs throughout the 
area, and his book, A City in Wartime, 
provides an excellent analysis of the war as 
the event relates to Quincy.” 

�is dedicated portion of the building 
will be named �e Dr. David Costigan 
Civil War Gallery: A Soldier’s Journey, 
and will feature a permanent interactive 
exhibit which will not only preserve the 
experiences of Adams County’s soldiers 
and their families but which will become a 

very important educational component in 
the Historical Society’s outreach to schools 
and community. 

SOCIETY PLANS TO HONOR BELOVED 
HISTORY PROFESSOR WITH NEW GALLERY 

�e public is invited to join the e�ort 
to honor Dr. Costigan by supporting this 
gallery with a donation and ensuring 
that the Costigan legacy will live on in 
the community he loves.  

Contributions may be sent to the 
Historical Society of Quincy & Adams 
County, 425 South 12th Street, Quincy, 
IL  62301.  Please include a reference to 
Dr. Costigan or Civil War Gallery with 
your donation.  Credit card donations 
will be accepted online at hsqac.org or 
by phone at 217-222-1835.  

�e Society is a 501 c 3 non-pro�t 
organization, and all donations are 
deductible to the extent the law allows. 

�e Historical Society of Quincy & Adams County (HSQAC) 
is expanding its exhibition space in the History Museum at 332 
Maine with the development of a Civil War gallery.  Included in 
the gallery will be artifacts, letters, and photos connecting Adams 
County to the Civil War and encouraging a better understanding 
of Quincy’s importance with respect to the event. 

Dr. David Costigan

�e Governor John Wood Mansion in 
all of its holiday �nery will be featured this 
year during Quincy’s Miracle on Maine 
Street holiday experience on December 
6. Miracle on Maine is a collaboration 
among the Quincy Art Center, �e Quincy 
Museum, �e Friends of the Lorenzo Bull 

House and this year the Historical Society 
of Quincy & Adams County.   Festivities 
begin at 3:00 pm and also include music 
at the Quincy Museum; ornament making 
at the Quincy Art Center; and a holiday 
wreath ra�e and light refreshments at the 
Lorenzo Bull House. 

Tours of the Governor John Wood 
Mansion will be available between 5-7 
pm.  Governor John Wood and his wife, 
Ann Streeter Wood, will greet the groups 
at the home, and items from the Society’s 
Bicentennial Business & Industry exhibit 
will be displayed throughout the Mansion.  
A horse-drawn carriage will be available 
to take participants from site to site 
during the event.    

For tickets, contact the Quincy Art 
Center at 217-223-5900. Tickets for 
the horse-drawn carriage ride are not 
included in the general admission price 
and must be purchased separately.

GOVERNOR’S MANSION FEATURED 
DURING ‘MIRACLE ON MAINE’ THIS YEAR

Rich Keppner and Jan Leimbach portrayed 
members of the Wood family at last year’s 
Candlelight Tours.   
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When my wife Trish and I planned our 
recent trip to the European destinations 
of Italy and Greece, I realized that exactly 
��y years ago I was an architectural 
student studying at the Ecole Superiere des 
Beaux Arts in Paris.  I was enrolled in a 
full academic year foreign study exchange 
program through the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign.  �ese two academic 
semesters represented some of the �nal 
curricular requirements for my graduate 
degree in architecture from the University 
of Illinois – Chicago.  �e course work in 
Paris involved a great deal of travel-study.  
We worked with our U of I advisors to 
carefully plan our travel-study trips and 
the academic research products that would 
result from those experiences -- normally 
well-researched and documented papers that 
aligned with our classwork in Paris. �ese 
were ultimately submitted to our professors 
for letter grades in the individual classes.  My 
research studies ��y years ago were based 
on Italy and Greece, so I spent a good deal 
of time and study traveling in this particular 
region of Europe. 

On July 5th 2025 Trish and I started 
our trip �ying from Chicago and arriving 
in Venice, Italy.  For many, just the name 
of this city calls up thoughts of a city of 
history, romance, and its unique cityscape.  
For us, the history of this city and its many 
architectural wonders plus gondola rides 
through the enticing canals were our 
incentives.  We visited all of the primary 
tourist haunts of this Unesco World Heritage 
site, Piazza St. Marco, St. Mark’s Cathedral, 
Doge’s Palace, the Grand Canal, and the 
Rialto Bridge.  We also explored some of the 
more remote and “o� the beaten path” sites 
that I recalled from my student experiences 
along with the maze-like streets, nearby 
islands, and of course, the rich cultural 
heritage.  As we travelled from Venice to 
other nearby cities on our itinerary, we 

were astonished to learn more about the 
overwhelming in�uence of the maritime 
empire of the Republic of Venice, especially 
along the Adriatic Sea and into this entire 
region of the world. 

From Venice we traveled to locales that 
were o� limits to me in the mid-1970’s, 
namely the former country of Yugoslavia.  
When traveling these areas as a student, 
Yugoslavia was a communist soviet satellite, 
and there was no possibility of entering 
the country.   Of course, today -- and since 
the early 1990’s -- the former Yugoslavia 
has been subdivided into several smaller 
independent countries, mostly along the 
lines of the historic ethnicities, autonomous 
countries, and provinces.  Today this widely 
diverse and absolutely “beautiful beyond 
description” portion of the world is “open for 
business” and is one of the most sought-a�er 
visitor destinations.  From this point we had 
de�nitive itineraries of other individual cities 
and sites we had planned to visit. 

On July 9th we arrived in Koper, Slovenia, 
the gateway to the unspoiled Istrian region 
of Slovenia.  Koper boasts a rich architectural 
legacy that dates back to its days as a capital 
city under the mighty Venetian Republic.  
Even today the Italian in�uence is strong, as 
this historic city is near the Italian border, 
and both languages are equally heard 
here.  In “Tito Square,” the 15th century 
Venetian-Gothic Praetorian palace stands as 
evidence of the city’s once great power.  �e 
12th century Cathedral of the Assumption 

is home to a bell cast in 1333, one of the 
country’s oldest, and a climb up its tower is 
rewarded with splendid views of the city and 
the gulf of Trieste.                                                                                                                                        

Our next stop just down the coast was 
Zadar, Croatia.  Once an island separated 
from the mainland by a deep moat, Zadar 
boasts one of the region’s richest histories.  
For over a millennium, it was the capital 
of independent Dalmatia and so held great 
sway with Rome, Venice, and other empires.  
Its impressive city walls attest to its might, 
and the bold Romanesque architecture of its 
churches embodies its religious in�uence.  
A maze of cobblestone streets winds 
through this magni�cent old town, along 
with a remarkable repository of red-roofed 
medieval stone houses.  At the “Riva,” the 
picturesque sea front promenade, acoustic 

Cranes Visit  Cranes Visit  
Europe Europe 

On July 5th, Tony and Trish Crane arrived in Venice, where they visited the Piazza St. Marco, St. 
Mark’s Cathedral, Doge’s Palace, the Grand Canal, and the Rialto Bridge.

By: ANTHONY E. 
CRANE, AIA 

Croatia was another stop on the Crane’s 
European trip.  �e area’s towns are known for 
their cobblestone streets and red-roofed medieval 
stone houses.
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tubes embedded beneath large marble steps, 
sing the song of the city with every lashing 
wave and burst of wind, an apt soundtrack 
for Croatia’s oldest coastal settlement. 

On July 12th we arrived in Dubrovnik, 
Croatia.  With its spectacular Adriatic 
setting, gleaming 12th century medieval 
streets, and incredibly preserved structures, 
Dubrovnik is a historic jewel.  So stunning 
is the old town and its sun-kissed 
Mediterranean locale, that the playwright 
George Bernard Shaw famously called it 
“paradise on earth.”   It is all spectacularly 
surrounded by a towering medieval wall.  
�e main port of entry, the Pile Gate, 
once employed a drawbridge to keep out 
invaders.  Inside, the ancient city’s stradum, 
the main pedestrian thoroughfare lined 
with authentic stone houses, literally 
shines from the footfalls of centuries.  
�e peaceful 14th century Franciscan 
monastery/apothecary houses the world’s 
oldest working pharmacy as well as a �ne 
collection of Renaissance paintings and 
provides insight into the ages.  �is is a 
corner of Europe truly unlike any other. 

Further down the coast we visited 
Kotor, Montenegro.  �e 17-mile inlet 
that links the Adriatic Sea to the heart 
of Kotor is resplendent with spectacular 
views. Towering cli�s soar above the 
narrow Kotor Ria - a submerged river 
canyon o�en called Europe’s southern-
most �ord.  Nestled snugly between a 
limestone wall and a glimmering bay, 
Kotor is home to one of the Adriatic’s 
best-preserved medieval old towns.  
�e charms of this red-roofed city are 
endless, from the mismatched towers of 
its Romanesque cathedral to its narrow 
streets.  Its stunning Venetian walls were 
built in 1420, remnants from Kotor’s nearly 
300 years as a province of the Venetian 
republic.  We explored on foot the compact 
old town of serene squares, moss-covered 
sculptures, and gothic palaces. 

On July 16th we le� the Adriatic 
countries and continued on to Greece 
and the Greek island of Corfu.  O� the 
northwestern tip of Greece, Corfu has a 
rich history shaped by conquerors and by 
royalty seeking tranquility.  Corfu’s old 
town and fortress (fashioned by the once 
powerful Venetian Republic) comprise a 
Unesco World Heritage site.  Its narrow 
streets and crowded warrens lead to one of 
Europe’s largest public squares and a lovely 
promenade, once exclusively reserved for 

the local aristocracy. 

Everywhere, magni�cent costal views 
unfold and scenic byways lead to history-
rich enclaves -- from the archaeological site 
of Paleopolis and the stunning Vlacherna 
monastery to a former Greek royal villa.  
With its legendary beauty, Corfu has also 
served as a stunning backdrop for fable 
and myth; Odysseus is said to have stepped 
ashore here during his epic voyage. 

We next visited the coastal town of 
Katakolon, Greece, and then inland to 
Olympia, Greece.  A typical, quaint Greek 
port, seaside Katakolon is huddled around 
a beautiful little harbor dotted with colorful 
�shing boats.  Nearby, the fertile valleys 
of the Peloponnese are a bounty of olive 
groves, vineyards, and orchards that lead 
to the legendary city of Olympia (classical 
birthplace of the modern-day Olympic 
Games) in the shadow of Mt. Kronos.  �e 
well-kept ruins in Olympia transport visitors 

back to the days of the earliest athletes who 
competed for nothing less than the favor of 
the gods.  �e remains of temples with their 
massive columns, the palaestra, or wrestling 
school, and the gymnasium all evoke 
the glory of the games, and the Olympia 
Archaeological Museum features statues that 
once overlooked the site.  

On July 19th we traveled to the Greek 
island of Santorini.  Gleaming villages 
perched on black rock make Santorini one 
of the most visually arresting islands in 
the Aegean Sea.  Its whitewashed capital of 
�ira perches on a cli� 1,300 feet above the 
sea; we enjoyed spectacular views of this 
magni�cent city on a hill rising above the 
surrounding turquoise waters.  Dating to the 
early bronze age, Santorini’s winding streets 

are a delight to explore, and its charming 
cafes invite lingering respites with ever 
present views of the Mediterranean Sea. 

Our �nal destination on this trip was 
Athens, Greece.  Athens has been called 
the “birthplace of democracy.”  Its legacy 
looms large from atop Acropolis Hill, 
the pinnacle of ancient Greece.  �is 
open air museum is an astonishing 
repository of once-mighty structures, 
and this collection represents the basis 
of architectural theory throughout the 
history of western civilization.  From the 
colonnaded Parthenon, more than 2,600 
years ago revered Greek philosophers 
like Plato and Aristotle formulated new 
ideas of government and debated its 
role in civic life to captivated audiences.  
Remnants of spiritual life are also here 
in the several temples to Athena and 

Zeus.  Athens has plenty of culinary temples 
too.  Its Plaka District, full of cafes and 
restaurants, is an inviting cluster of historic 
buildings on the slopes of Acropolis Hill, the 
ideal setting in which to enjoy traditional 
small plates of “mezes” and a sip of ouzo. 

All in all, this was a very enriching trip.  
�e Mediterranean climate provided perfect 
weather, warm, with cool breezes, and bright 
sunshine.  �is was the �rst trip to this 
particular region of the world for Trish, even 
though she and I have previously visited 
numerous cities in Italy.   I was struck by 
the fact that it was ��y years ago to the day 
that I visited Athens and the Acropolis as 
a college student.  Even though much has 
changed, so many experiences re�ected back 
to my memory of that initial visit in 1975. 

�e charms of Kotor, Montenegro, are endless 
and range from the mismatched towers of its 
Romanesque cathedral to its narrow streets.

�e Cranes pictured in Corfu, Greece.  Corfu, with its 
legendary beauty, has also served as a stunning backdrop 
for fable and myth; Odysseus is said to have stepped ashore 
here during his epic voyage.
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T he chilly, rainy but typical fall weather in Quincy didn’t 
deter some 600 people from attending the Society’s popular 

Woodland Cemetery Tours 2025 where they absorbed the breathtaking views 
at the cemetery grounds and learned about the lives of some of the fascinating 
souls who are buried there.  Some of the organization’s most popular programs, 
the tours were held on six evenings in October and November and were based 
on three themes-Pioneer Women of Adams County, Spirits of the Mississippi, 
and �e Pfanschmidt Murders.  Twenty-six actors in period attire artfully inter-
preted this year’s cast of characters:            

PIONEER WOMEN OF ADAMS COUNTY- Kristie Bradshaw, Jeri Conboy, 
Vicki Dempsey, Jan Leimbach, Tatum Peterson, Laura Roberts, Cassie Schoene, 
and Sara Turnbow.

WoodlandWoodland

CemeterCemeter
TourTour

WoodlandWoodland

CemeterCemeter
ToursTours

Jeri , Jan, Laura, Sara, Cassie, Vicki, and TatumJeri, Jan, Laura, Sara, Cassie, Vicki, and Tatum

SaraSara

Pioneer WomenPioneer Women

Pioneer WomenPioneer Women

Bobette, Kristie, Bonnie, Terrell, Michael, Mike, and DanBobette, Kristie, Bonnie, Terrell, Michael, Mike, and Dan

Pfanschmidt Pfanschmidt 
MurdersMurders
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cutline

SPIRITS OF THE MISSISSIPPI- Kristie Bradshaw, Rich Cain, Bobette Caw-
thon, Alec Eaton, Ruth Kummerow, Quinton Metcalf, Susan Scholz, and Jason 
Washington.  

PFANSCHMIDT MURDERS- Kristie Bradshaw, Bobette Cawthon, Dan Con-
boy, Terrell Dempsey, Alec Eaton, Ed Esselman, Adrienne Fisk, Michael Gash, 
Nicole Herrington, Tim Jacobs, Sean Major, Bonnie Brod Nytes, Tatum Peterson, 
Ann Pfa�e, Kelsey Pigg and Mike Robinson. 
     Assisting with the tour in various capacities were Arlis Dittmer, Jan Hummel, 
Teresa Pickle, Patrick Hotle, Ken Devenport, Nancy Benz, Lynn Niewohner, Cecil 
Weathers, J.T. Dozier, �eresa Oakley, Beth Lane, Lynn Snyder, Matt Bergman, 
Gerry Wagner, Bob Bergman, Carrie Hummel, and Heather Bangert.   
     �anks to all, and a special thank you to Eric Bruns, Woodland Cemetery Super-
intendent, for all of his hard work and support.  

WoodlandWoodland

CemeteryCemetery

ToursTours

WoodlandWoodland

CemeteryCemetery

ToursTours Tatum, Kelsey, AnTatum, Kelsey, Ann, andn, and Ed Ed

Quinton, Alec, Jason, Rich, Bobette, Ruth, and Susan Quinton, Alec, Jason, Rich, Bobette, Ruth, and Susan 

TimTim

Pfanschmidt MurdersPfanschmidt Murders

Spiri ts of the Spirits of the 
MississippiMississippi

Pfanschmidt Pfanschmidt 
MurdersMurders
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If you follow the Historical Society of 
Quincy and Adams County on social 
media, you’ve probably seen the beautiful 
photos of local actors standing beside 
the monuments of Woodland Cemetery, 
illuminated by lantern light and dressed 
in period clothing. �is year, I had the joy 
of being one of them. Not only did I play 
a character on four of the tour evenings, 
but I also had the privilege of serving on 
the planning committee, a behind-the-
scenes look that gave me a whole new 
appreciation for this incredible event. 

It might surprise people just how much 
goes into creating the annual Woodland 
Cemetery Tours. Our �rst meeting was all 
the way back in March, when the weather 
still couldn’t decide between winter or 
spring. Around a table in the Society’s 
Visitor’s Center, we tossed around ideas for 
themes while trying to balance fascinating 
stories with practical considerations like 
who’s actually buried where and how far 
the walking route would take our guests. 
By the time summer rolled around, a few 
of us found ourselves wandering through 
the cemetery on hot, sunny days, maps 
in hand, trying to locate each grave and 
imagine how the stories would come alive. 

Once our lineup of characters was 
chosen, the real work began. We started 

writing scripts, �nding actors, and tracking 
down costumes (many pulled from the 
HSQAC costume collection). I was thrilled 
to help shape the stories and �nd actors, 
but stepping into costume for my own 
roles added a whole new dimension. 
�ere’s something almost magical about 
slipping into 19th-century inspired 
clothing, standing before a headstone, 
and speaking the words of someone who 
actually lived, worked, and died right here 
in Quincy. 

Of course, it wasn’t just the actors 
who made the tours happen. Dozens 
of volunteers helped guide groups, 
manage registration, and set up for each 

performance. Before opening night, we all 
gathered for a “walk through” at Woodland 
which was a chance to see our stations 
in daylight, share last-minute tips, and 
exchange that excited, nervous energy that 
comes before a show. 

As I write this, we’re wrapping up our 
�nal tours of the season and planning a 
“�ank You” celebration for everyone who 
helped make the event possible. Even as we 
celebrate, ideas are already bubbling up for 
the 2026 Woodland Tour. �at’s the magic 
of this event . . . it brings people together, 
sparks curiosity about local history, and 
supports the Historical Society’s mission 
all year long. 

Woodland  Woodland  
Cemetery Tours: Cemetery Tours: 

A Volunteer  A Volunteer  
Re�ect ion Piece Re�ection Piece 

Kristie Bradshaw portrayed three characters in this year’s Woodland Tours:  Ann Wood in Pioneer 
Women; Madam �ornton in Spirits of the Mississippi (pictured above); and Louise Peters in the 
Pfanschmidt Murders.  She was also on the Woodland Cemetery Committee which began meeting in 
March of this year to research characters and select the themes for the tours.  

By Kristie Bradshaw 

Woodland at dusk; 

��

Kristie Bradshaw performing the Madam 
�ornton role in Spirits of the Mississippi.

Pfanschmidt graves at Woodland Cemetery.
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Alanson Work was a�liated with Dr. 
David Nelson and was employed at Nelson’s 
Mission Institute while living in Quincy. 
In July 1841, he and two students from 
the Institute were arrested in an area near 
Taylor, Mo., and northeast Missouri’s 
Fabius River for 
enticing several 
enslaved people 
to escape with 
them to Quincy.  
Before the group 
could board the 
readied ski�, the 
owners of the 
slaves appeared 
and captured 
Work, James 
Burr, and George 
�ompson and 
took them to the 
jail in Palmyra.  
�ey were led 
there by the 
same slaves who betrayed them by telling 
their enslavers about the possible escape. 

On 18 September 1841, the three 
abolitionists were tried and convicted 
of grand larceny for attempting to steal 
property, i.e., slaves.  Each of the three was 
sentenced to twelve years of hard labor.  
�e length of the sentences was eventually 
reduced, and all three were returned to 
Illinois.   

Henry Clay Work was nine years old when 
his father was arrested.  Upon release from 
prison, Alanson returned to Quincy and 
remained there until he took his family 
back to Connecticut on 14 May 1845.  
When Henry moved back east, he attended 
high school before learning the printing 
trade.  Around 1850, he moved to Chicago 
and worked as a musical typesetter.  Above 
the print shop where he worked, he found 
a melodeon which he soon mastered.  �is 
led him to study harmony and composition; 
eventually he began to publish songs 
seriously. 

Work’s �rst e�orts were related to minstrel 
shows which were very popular at that 

time.  One of his �rst compositions was 
“We Are Coming, Sister Mary” which he 
sold to Edwin Pearce Christy of the Christy 
Minstrels, a very popular group at that 
time.  �is song deals with sorrow at the 

unexpected death of the narrator’s sister 
Mary. 

When the Civil War began in 1861, Work 
started to focus on music related to the 
con�ict.  Among his compositions from 
that period was one called “Kingdom 
Coming,” a song featuring slaves on a 
plantation who sang about their love for 
freedom.  �e lyrics prominently utilized 
the slave dialect and sold over 25,000 
copies.  A sequel to “Kingdom Coming” 
was published in 1863 under the title 
“Babylon Is Fallen.”  �e words of the piece 
praised the Union cause and were written 
to re�ect the attitude of former slaves who 
had joined the Union Army. 

Perhaps the most popular of Work’s 
Civil War songs was “Marching �rough 
Georgia.” It was inspired by Sherman’s 
1865 destructive path through the state 
of Georgia which resulted in the capture 
of Atlanta and the ensuing march to 
Savannah.  �e lyrics glori�ed the Union 
from the perspective of the soldier and 

became a painful reminder of all that stood 
in Sherman’s way. 

Another interesting Civil War piece by 
Work is “Gra�ed into the Army.” �e lyrics 
express the thoughts of a mother who was 

distraught that her 
youngest son was 
being dra�ed into 
the Union Army.  
Using the word 
“gra�ed” implied 
that he was forced 
to join the military 
against his will.  
�is incident 
was made worse 
because the mother 
had already lost her 
other sons in war.  
�is was her only 
remaining child.  

In addition to 
these important 

Civil War pieces, Work produced a number 
of songs about daily life a�er Appomattox.  
One of these was a very popular piece “My 
Grandfather’s Clock” or “Grandfather’s 
Clock.”  �is was written in 1876 and has 
been recorded many times by artists such 
as Johnny Cash, Sam Cook, and the Everly 
Brothers.  At the time, it became the most 
popular song in the country, selling over 
one million copies.   �e title of the work 
also gave its name-Grandfather Clock- to 
what was previously called the “case clock” 
or the “long case clock.” 

Work composed several songs late 
in his life. Among these was “Come 
Home, Father,” released in 1864 which 
dealt with alcoholism and became the 
national anthem of the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union.   

Work continued creating music until his 
death in 1884 in Connecticut at the age of 
52.  He had moved back east in 1871 when 
the “Chicago Fire” destroyed his home in 
that city. 

In 1970, he was inducted into the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame. 

PROLIFIC COMPOSER  
CALLED QUINCY HOME FOR A TIME 

By:  Beth Young 

Famous 19th century composer Henry Clay Work was born in Middletown, Connecticut, on 1 October 1832.  His father, Alanson Work, 
was an important abolitionist who moved his family to Plymouth, Illinois, and then to Quincy in 1834.  His mother was Aurelia E. Forbes.  
Both parents were committed to helping the slaves who were escaping from Missouri and running towards their freedom in Illinois.  

Henry C. Work
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�roughout his life Abraham Lincoln 
owned several horses; among them were 
Old Tom, Belle, Old Buck, and his favorite, 
Old Bob (aka old Robin).  Interestingly, Old 
Bob was originally named just Bob until the 
family and friends started to call Lincoln’s 
oldest son Robert by that name. �e horse 
promptly became Old Bob to di�erentiate 
between the two.   

All of these horses were used to pull 
carriages and to take Lincoln on his many 
jaunts throughout the circuit he traveled as 
an attorney. Seemingly, they were all cared 
for by Lincoln who had a fondness for 
them, as well as for other critters, especially 
dogs and cats.  

Old Bob was a large, healthy creature, 
reddish brown in color, and described 
as “pretty.”  He was born c1849 and was 
originally purchased by Lincoln when 
Lincoln was practicing law in Spring�eld. 
Bob’s immediate predecessor was Old Buck.  

When Lincoln was elected President, he 
sold Old Bob to John Flynn who owned a 
livery service in the capital city.  By 1865, 
the year of Appomattox and Lincoln’s death, 
Old Bob was retired but not forgotten. 

�e animal was brought into the public 
eye again as he participated in Spring�eld’s 
victory parade honoring the end of the 
Civil War.  He wore a patriotic red, white, 
and blue cover for the occasion.  A few 
days later, he was again in the public arena, 
as he participated in Lincoln’s funeral 
cortege.  �is time he was attired in a black 
mourning blanket trimmed in silver. 

Following the funeral, Old Bob was in 
great demand by exhibitionists who wanted 
to display the animal; however, John Flynn 
refused to sell.   

Leading Old Bob at the victory parade 
and Lincoln’s funeral procession was Henry 
Brown, a Black minister in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church who had 

been born into slavery in North Carolina 
on April 17, 1823. A�er purchasing his 
freedom, Brown moved to Illinois where 
he lived the rest of his life.  In 1855 Brown 
settled in Spring�eld where he met 
Abraham Lincoln.     

Brown was a dear friend of Lincoln and 
known as a humanitarian who helped 
anyone in need.  His work as an AME 
minister took him to many communities 
in Illinois, including Quincy.    In fact, he 
probably lived in Quincy for some time 
before the Civil War. Because he lived in 
both Spring�eld and Quincy, it is thought 

that he was very active in the Underground 
Railroad in both cities.  It is very likely that 
Brown knew other Underground Railroad 
conductors such as William Donnegan 
and William Butler.   Brown was also 
involved in the 1853 Chicago Colored 
Convention when he served as one of the 
Vice Presidents. 

Brown died in Spring�eld on September 
3, 1906, and was buried in Oak Ridge 
Cemetery in Row 11 of the Colored 
Section.  His friend Abraham Lincoln rests 
in the same burial ground. 

�ere is no record available citing Old 
Bob’s death.  Old Bob’s legacy is a statue 
molded in his image which was installed in 
2008 at President Lincoln’s Cottage at the 
Soldier’s Home in Washington, D.C.  Ivan 
Schwartz, Stuart Williamson, and Jiwoon 
Cheh created the piece which also includes 
Lincoln standing by Old Bob’s side.   

 LINCOLN’S 
OLD BOB AND 
HIS FRIEND 

HENRY 
BROWN  

Lincoln’s horse Old Bob with Henry Brown, 
who led him during Lincoln’s funeral 
procession. 

Henry Brown, Lincoln’s friend.

�is statue recreates a scene of Lincoln with 
Old Bob.  �e horse depicted was based on 
descriptions of the original Old Bob.  
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LOOK, WE’RE  
ALMOST THERE!

 �e ground level entrance viewed from the inside. 

�e view of Bayview Bridge from the second �oor. 

�e glass paneled section of the building lends a sleek sophistication to the 
structure.   

Excitement is ramping up for the opening of the History 
Museum’s new ADA-compliant “Gateway” addition, 
and while construction is still the name of the game, an 
impressive if somewhat gauzy vision of the �nal project is 
�nally emerging.  �e exterior steel and glass façade has 
been �nished for several weeks, and many other tasks are 
also completed:   HVAC work by Peters; landscaping by 
Bergman’s; glass by Adams County Glass; and masonry 
work by Rupp.  Electrical work by Brown and �ooring by                                                                           
Carpet Weavers are both nearing the �nish line. �e �nal 
piece of the puzzle is the addition of the elevator to the 
structure.  Once the elevator jack arrives, approximately 3 
more weeks are needed for Barnard Elevator to complete 
the installation, pushing the substantial completion date 
of the project to December 19th.       

More than $1M has been raised for the addition by our 
community, Society members, sta�, and board, as well as 
by local foundations, philanthropists and YOU.  We are 
humbled and grateful for this support.   

While this addition will add exhibit areas and provide 
more storage and event space, a major focus continues 
to be on the recon�guration of the Museum into an 
accessible facility, welcoming to one and all – perfect for 
its moniker as an Abraham Lincoln National Heritage 
Area (ALNHA) Gateway Welcome Center which will 
also serve as a portal to the city’s and county’s historical, 
educational, and architectural sites and business o�erings.  
Furthermore, this connection with the ALNHA and 
National Park Service will give the facility on our 
downtown square national exposure and prominence.    

Donations are still being accepted for this project, and all 
donors’ names will be displayed on a Donor Wall in the 
Museum.  If you are interested in making a contribution, 
please contact the HSQAC O�ce at 217-222-1835.  Your 
support is welcome! 
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�e Museum will feature a Donor Wall listing 
the names of contributors.    

Work continues on the �rst �oor between the 
new and old portions of the building. 

Entrance to the new addition through the 
Stained Glass Gallery.

A view from the top.

Interior of the second �oor.  
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David Otto Dulaney, age 71, of 
Quincy, died Tuesday, November 19, 
2024, at 4:33 pm in St. Luke’s Hospital, 
Chester�eld, MO. 

David was born July 29, 1953, in 
Quincy, Illinois, the son of Douglas 
A. and Melba R. Otto Dulaney. He 
grew up in Quincy and was a graduate 
of Quincy High School. He attended 
Culver-Stockton College and went 
on to attain a Bachelor’s Degree from 
Northeast Missouri State University 
in Kirksville, MO. David began his long career in sales with 
K-Mart and soon found himself working for Wal-Mart, during 
their great expansion, being instrumental in the opening 
of new locations throughout the Midwest. A�er 20 years of 
dedicated service, David bid farewell to Wal-Mart. He then 
worked various jobs in the area, including as a distributor 
for Archway Cookies, and in the library at John Wood 
Community College. 

David was a long time board member of the Historical 
Society of Quincy and Adams County and the Steamboat 
Society of North America, and enjoyed giving educational 
talks on the history of steamboats. He also took a keen interest 
in the history of local breweries and organized tours for such 
locally.  

David was especially interested in the John Wood Mansion 
and as an HSQAC Board member was adamant that the 
historic home retain its place of honor as a showpiece when 
the Society acquired the History Museum.  When discussions 
were held about a new graphic element for marketing 
purposes, Dulaney emphasized the importance of the 
Mansion and ensured it was a major design element in the 
logo which is still used today.   

David was a periodic 
contributing writer for “Once 
Upon a Time” in the Quincy 
Herald-Whig. (See page 26.)  He 
was also greatly interested in 
the history and memorabilia of 
trains and in breweriana. 

IN MEMORIAM 
�e Society has lost two past presidents within the span of 11 months: 

David (Dave) Dulaney passed away in November 2024, and Charles 
(Chuck) Radel died just recently, in October 2025.  We honor both and are 
grateful for their leadership and dedication above and beyond their years-
long membership in the Society.  

Dave will be remembered as being a font of knowledge about steamboats 
and breweries, while Chuck was an expert on Abraham Lincoln, 

particularly his Quincy connections.  Both men were excellent tour guides and spent many hours researching, planning and educating 
others about the important historical aspects of Quincy and the area.   �e Society is placing engraved granite pavers at the Governor 
John Wood Plaza at the History Museum in honor of these two valued Society leaders and historians. 

Charles Edward ‘Chuck’ Radel, 
age 80, of Quincy, died on Sunday, 
October 19, 2025 in his home. He 
was born on November 6, 1944 
in Keokuk, IA, the son of Edward 
W. & Lilah Ruth (Carlisle) Radel. 
He married Geraldine ‘Gerry’ 
Fitzgerald on June 11, 1966. 

Chuck grew up on a farm near 
Nauvoo, IL. He graduated from 
Nauvoo-Colusa High School. He 
received his bachelor’s degree 
from Quincy University and where he also met his future 
wife, Gerry. He received his Master’s Degree from Western 
Illinois University. He also did graduate coursework in school 
administration from other schools over the years. 

Chuck was a history teacher at Quincy Junior High School. 
He then became the Director of Transportation for the Quincy 
Public School District. He was later the Assistant Principal 
at Quincy Junior High School. He served the Quincy Public 
School District for 33 years. 

Chuck believed in o�ering his students memorable 
educational experiences. Chuck organized canoe trips to the 
Current River. He is well remembered for leading over 30 
student trips to the Quetico Provincial Park for camping and 
canoeing in Ontario, Canada. He also lead the Eighth Grade 
Washington DC trips. 

Chuck enjoyed the management of the Radel family farms 
along with his sister Pegi. He enjoyed historical reading and 
research, national and local news. Chuck was instrumental in 
the creation of the Quincy portion of the Looking for Lincoln 
Waysides. He was the local representative to the statewide 
Looking for Lincoln committee for many years. He was active 
in and was a past president of the Historical Society of Quincy 
and Adams County. While president for a two-year term of the 
Historical Society, he spearheaded the creation of the History 
Museum on the Square. He was also involved in the creation 
of the Lincoln Gallery. Chuck enjoyed working with the Boy 
Scouts with his son and grandson Eddie. He enjoyed canoeing 
and camping. Chuck was a member of St. Peter Catholic 
Church. 

CHARLES ‘CHUCK’ RADELDAVID DULANEY
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December 1944 brought unusually warm weather to the Midwest, a �eeting comfort before winter’s chill returned just in time for the holiday 
season. �e world was at war, its fourth relentless year, yet in Quincy, as across America, Christmas traditions endured. Amid ration books and 
shortages, families improvised with creativity and resolve, �nding joy in the simple and familiar. �e season carried both hope and heartache, as 
countless homes celebrated with empty chairs at the table, their loved ones serving overseas. In those wartime Decembers, Christmas became not 
just a celebration, but a quiet testament to faith, sacri�ce, and endurance. 

Across the tri-state area in the winter of 
1944, the spirit of Christmas glowed brightly, 
even amid the shadows of war. Churches, 
schools, clubs, and businesses �lled their 
calendars with concerts, socials, dances, 
and festive gatherings, determined to bring 
joy to a world longing for peace. In Quincy, 
the Adams County chapter of the American 
Red Cross, joined by dozens of dedicated 
volunteers, prepared 121 �ve-pound holiday 
gi� boxes for the troops. �e parcels were 
sent to an embarkation point, destined for a 
ship bound overseas. As Christmas morning 
dawned over the open sea, American soldiers 
and sailors would unwrap these humble 
tokens from home, a small but heartfelt 
reminder that their service was appreciated 
and that they were not forgotten. 

As families across America prepared for 
the warmth and cheer of the holiday season 
in December 1944, grim reports from Europe 
dampened the festive spirit. In the snow-
covered Ardennes Forest of Belgium, more 
than 200,000 German soldiers launched a 
surprise assault against the thinly held Allied 
front. �eir goal was daring and desperate, to 
split the advancing Allied lines and seize the 
vital port city of Antwerp, turning the tide of 
the war in Nazi Germany’s favor. 

�e sudden onslaught sent American 
forces reeling, carving a massive dent into the 
Allied defenses and giving rise to the name 
that history would remember, the Battle of 
the Bulge. �rough brutal winter conditions, 

American soldiers, many barely out of high 
school, slugged their way through one of 
the �ercest battles of the Second World War. 
Among the hundreds of thousands who 
fought in that frozen crucible were several 
men from Quincy and Adams County, whose 
courage and endurance helped shape the �nal 
chapters of the Allied victory. 

On Monday, December 18, 1944, the 
Quincy Herald-Whig carried news of the 
German countero�ensive with the headline, 
“Powerful Nazi Counterattack Makes Gains 
Against Yanks; May Be Foe’s Final Attempt.” 
�e headline captured the mood of Quincy 
residents, a mix of apprehension and cautious 
hope. 

�at evening, a caroling group led by F. 
Oliver Degitz gathered in Washington Park, 
their voices carrying traditional Christmas 
hymns meant to o�er light and comfort amid 
the darkness of wartime. A�er performing 
in the park, the singers brought their music 
to local hospitals and Hillcrest Sanatorium, 
spreading cheer where it was needed most. 

�e Quincy Herald-Whig highlighted 
a variety of church and school events 
scheduled throughout December, capturing 
the community’s holiday spirit. �e 
newspaper’s pages were �lled with patriotic 
advertisements and frequent appeals to 
support the war e�ort by purchasing war 
bonds. Giving war bonds as Christmas gi�s 
was a popular tradition during World War II, 
re�ecting both generosity and civic duty in 
the holiday season. 

On a chilly Wednesday evening, December 
20, 1944, the auditorium of Quincy Senior 
High School �lled with anticipation as 
students gathered to present the heartfelt 
Christmas pageant Mary, His Mother. Led by 
QHS Chorus Director Miss Edith Brooks, the 
production o�ered warmth and hope to an 
audience weary from the long years of war. 

By:  Rob Mellon

THE HOME FRONT SPIRIT OF THE HOME FRONT SPIRIT OF 
QUINCY AND ADAMS COUNTY QUINCY AND ADAMS COUNTY 

CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

19441944
�rough brutal winter conditions, American soldiers, many barely out of high school, slugged their way 
through one of the �ercest battles of the Second World War.

In Quincy, the Adams County chapter of the 
American Red Cross, joined by dozens of dedicated 
volunteers, prepared 121 �ve-pound holiday gi� 
boxes for the troops. �e parcels were sent to an 
embarkation point, destined for a ship bound 
overseas.  When the parcels arrived, they would 
bring alternating moments of joy and sorrow to 
the troops - happy to be remembered but nostalgic 
for home and family.
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Before the curtain rose, the QHS 
Orchestra, under the baton of Paul E. 
Morrison, �lled the auditorium with stirring 
melodies that set a tone of re�ection and 
celebration. Miss Anna R. Crane assisted 
Miss Brooks in guiding the performance, 
ensuring every element, from staging to 
expression, was beautifully orchestrated. 

�e title roles were portrayed by Ruth 
Enlow, Carolyn Meyer, Margaret Lierly, and 
Mary Jane Nielson, whose performances 
deeply moved the crowd. �e chorus added 
rich harmonies that enhanced the emotional 
depth of the presentation, while Miss Helen 
Jarrett’s thoughtfully designed costumes 
brought a sense of reverence and beauty to 
the stage. 

More than a simple school program, Mary, 
His Mother became a moment of shared 
solace for the Quincy community, a poignant 
reminder of peace, faith, and unity amidst a 
world at war. 

�e day a�er the wonderful performance 
at Quincy Senior High School on �ursday, 
December 21, holiday cheer continued with a 
grand Christmas celebration for the veterans 
at the Soldiers and Sailors Home in Quincy. 
�e halls were �lled with music, laughter, 
and the pleasantries of the season as residents 
gathered for the merriment. 

�e festive event was dutifully organized by 
Mrs. Charles Parsons, who led the planning 
e�orts alongside the dedicated sta� of the 
veterans’ home and Mr. Charles Hildebrand, 
the commander of the Quincy VFW Post. 
Assisting in the preparations were Mrs. 
Ernest Bathen and Mrs. Lydia Eilermeier, 
whose attention to detail ensured a spirited 
occasion for all. 

Adding vivacity to the celebration were 
students from Mrs. Harriet Musolino’s dance 
class, whose energy and enthusiasm brought 
smiles to every face. Miss Jackie Painter, 
dressed as Uncle Sam, opened the program 
with a lively patriotic tap dance that earned 
thunderous applause. She was followed by 
a delightful line dance performed by Jane 
Berry and Patsy Boni�eld, whose graceful 
teamwork captured the holiday spirit. Miss 
Boni�eld also wowed the audience with an 
impressive acrobatic routine and dazzling 

baton twirling that added extra sparkle to the 
event. 

�e performances were beautifully 
accompanied on piano by Mrs. Frank 
Malambri, whose music set the perfect festive 
tone for an a�ernoon of joy, community, and 
Christmas cheer. 

Santa Claus, joyfully portrayed by Mr. 
Ace Faulkner, arrived with great fanfare to 
spread holiday cheer and �ll the stockings of 
every veteran in attendance. Each received 
a thoughtful assortment of gi�s, including 
combs, candy bars, oranges, and apples. Mr. 
Bill Williams, with the assistance of the City 
of Quincy, kindly provided a truck and driver 
to deliver the gi� boxes to the Illinois Soldiers 
and Sailors Home. 

�e celebration featured festive 
refreshments, ice cream and a beautifully 
decorated holiday cake, creating a warm, 
jubilant atmosphere. Each reception room 
boasted an attractively adorned Christmas 
tree, while bright red poinsettias added a 
splash of color and cheerful spirit throughout 
the buildings. 

�e veterans were delighted with the 
occasion. As reported by the Quincy Herald-
Whig, “It was one of the most enjoyable 
Christmas parties the veterans ever had.” 

On Saturday, December 23, 1944, the 
Quincy Herald-Whig published the treasured 
holiday poem A Visit From St. Nicholas, 
commonly known as �e Night Before 
Christmas, by Clement C. Moore, enriching 
the feature including the �rst American 
illustration of Santa Claus from 1848 and 
a detailed historical account of its cultural 
signi�cance. �is special holiday edition not 
only celebrated the enduring charm of the 
poem but also highlighted the evolution of 
Santa’s iconic image in American popular 
culture, o�ering readers a nostalgic and 
educational glimpse into Christmas traditions 
of the past. 

On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, the 
local radio stations �lled the airwaves with 
the warmth of holiday music and storytelling, 

o�ering comfort and cheer to Americans on 
the home front. At 4:15 p.m. CST, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s familiar voice joined 
the broadcast, carrying a heartfelt Christmas 
message to a nation at war. 

Speaking with solemn conviction, the 
President re�ected on the sacri�ces of 
American servicemen enduring “the bitter 
cold of the front lines in Europe and the heat 
of the jungles and swamps in Burma and 
the Paci�c Islands.” �ough the spirit of the 
season was everywhere, Roosevelt admitted 
he could not bring himself to say “Merry 
Christmas” while so many faced hardship and 
danger far from home. 

Instead, he o�ered gratitude to the men 
and women in uniform, and to the citizens 
supporting them through tireless work 
and steadfast resolve. His words reminded 
listeners that hope, unity, and faith in peace 
must guide them through the darkness of 
war toward the light of victory and goodwill 
among all nations. 

In the �nal weeks of 1944, Quincy’s 
Christmas spirit stood as a quiet triumph 
of faith over fear. At a time when the world 
seemed engulfed in uncertainty, the city’s 
citizens carried on with purpose with singing, 
giving, gathering, and remembering those far 
from home. �e carolers in Washington Park, 
the students at Quincy High, the veterans at 
the Soldiers and Sailors Home, all re�ected 
a community’s unbroken resolve to celebrate 
life and hope even as war raged abroad. 
�e warmth that �lled homes, churches, 
and auditoriums across Adams County that 
December was more than seasonal; it was 
a testament to endurance, compassion, and 
unity. Christmas of 1944, perhaps more than 
any other, reminded Quincy that even in the 
darkest war-torn winter, the light of humanity 
and faith could not be extinguished. 

y 

On December 18, 1944, a caroling group led by F. 
Oliver Degitz gathered in Washington Park; their 
voices carried traditional Christmas hymns o�ered 
comfort amid the darkness of wartime.

Memories of home and past holidays inspired these 
soldiers to celebrate Christmas even in desolate, 
bleak surroundings.     

Santa Claus shows his support for the troops 
during the �nal weeks of 1944.      
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Boscobel stood as the elegant estate of 
General James Washington Singleton, 
situated just beyond Quincy’s northeast city 
limits. In contemporary terms, its location 
would be near Moorman Park, near the 
northeast corner of Orchard Road and 
Christopher Court. �e mansion’s grandeur 
once captured the attention of Mark Twain, 
who visited in April 1867 and famously 
referred to Singleton as “one of the farmer 
princes of Illinois” a�er spending a night at 
Boscobel. 

Singleton was a leading �gure in Illinois 
agriculture, notably securing the Illinois 
Agricultural Fair for Quincy on two 
occasions. Beyond his achievements in 
farming, he presided over two railroad 
companies and built a distinguished career 
as both a lawyer and politician, experiencing 
remarkable �nancial highs and lows 
throughout his life. During the Mormon 
con�icts of the 1840s, Singleton commanded 
volunteer militia forces, adopting the title 
of general, a designation he retained for the 

remainder of his life. In the Civil War era, 
he emerged as one of the nation's foremost 
Peace Democrats, leaving a signi�cant 
impact on the political landscape of his time. 

�e mansion, originally constructed 
in 1837 by D. B. Whitney at a cost of 
$40,000, was acquired by Singleton in 
1862 for $30,000. A�er purchasing the 
estate, Singleton expanded the residence 
to an impressive 26 rooms and introduced 
modern amenities such as gas and water 
systems. Set at the heart of a sprawling 340-
acre property, the house and its substantial 
carriage barn were complemented by a 
vibrant orchard containing 1,200 apple, pear, 
plum, peach, and cherry trees. 

�e opposite side of the property featured 
lush pastures where prize-winning horses, 
cattle, and sheep grazed. A clear stream, 
fed by two perennial springs, meandered 
through the �elds. �e borders of the estate 
were de�ned by a neatly whitewashed 
post-and-board fence, interrupted only by a 
winding line of grand elm trees that led up 

to the mansion 
itself. Within 
Boscobel, there 
were numerous 
spacious, high-
ceilinged parlors 
and bedrooms, 
a distinguished 
dining room, an 
extensive library, 
and a substantial 
brick-lined wine 
cellar. 

On January 2, 
1884, Boscobel 
played host to 
an occasion 
described by the 
Quincy Whig as 
“a social event of 
importance and 
general interest.” 

�e marriage of 
Lillie Singleton, 
daughter of 
General Singleton, 
to Francis �omas 
of Baltimore was 
heralded as a 
gathering rivaling 
the grandest 
social a�airs 
in the nation. 
�e General’s 
stately residence 
was adorned 
with the �nest 
appointments, 
providing a 
splendid backdrop 
for the many 
distinguished 
guests who arrived 
from across the 
country to witness 
the celebrated union. 

�e 26-room mansion was transformed 
for an unforgettable evergreen wedding 
theme. Every chamber was lavishly adorned 
with fresh larch, cedar, and pine, creating a 
continuously verdant tableau. �e parlors 
impressed with vibrant banks of violets, 
roses, and exotic �owering plants, all 
accented by striking rare palms. In the front 
drawing room, a gracefully suspended arch 
drew attention to its apex: a magni�cent 
marriage bell cra�ed from tea roses and 
carnations, with a delicate bunch of Marshal 
Nell roses serving as the clapper. 

More than 100 distinguished guests from 
12 states and the District of Columbia 
gathered in Quincy, as proudly listed in 
the local newspaper. Among them were 
in�uential �gures from the General’s far-
reaching professional and political circles, a 
true “Who’s Who” of American business and 
government, united to celebrate and o�er 
heartfelt congratulations to the couple and 
their families.  

The Singleton 
Wedding: 

A Grand A�air  
at Boscobel 

 
James Washington 
Singleton (1811–1892) 
was a U.S. Representative 
from Quincy. He was 
a prominent politician, 
lawyer, and railroad 
executive who played 
important roles in 
Illinois politics and civic 
development during the 
19th century. 

Original story by David Dulaney  * 

Boscobol, the Mansion of General James Washington Singleton.

Image of the Singleton wedding which was held at Boscobel Mansion. 
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Ten congressmen were present at the 
event. Among them, William Hatch of 
Missouri introduced the Hatch Act of 
1887 in the U.S. House of Representatives, 
a landmark bill that provided funding 
for agricultural experiment stations at 
state land-grant colleges, a development 
closely tied to the earlier Morrill Act. 
Another distinguished guest, William Ralls 
Morrison of Illinois, served as chairman 
of the in�uential House Ways and Means 
Committee. 

Seven U.S. senators attended the 
celebration, lending national signi�cance 
to the event. Most prominent among 
them was former Illinois Senator David 
Davis, a distinguished “Lincoln man” who 
had been appointed to the United States 
Supreme Court by President Lincoln, later 
resigning in 1877 to represent Illinois in the 
Senate. Senator John A. Logan, a leading 
�gure from southern Illinois, was also 
present; later that same year, he would be 
nominated as the Republican candidate for 
vice president alongside James G. Blaine. 
Another noteworthy attendee was Senator 
Benjamin Jonas of New Orleans, who spent 
his formative years in Quincy. Jonas was the 
son of Abraham Jonas, a close friend and 
early supporter of Abraham Lincoln, further 
highlighting Quincy’s historical connections 
to the president and the national political 
scene. 

Also at the wedding, four distinguished 
guests had previously served as governors 
of their respective states, while another 
four held or would hold the title of U.S. 
ambassador. Notably, Pennsylvania’s Civil 
War governor, Andrew Curtin, also served 
as ambassador to Russia. Robert Todd 
Lincoln, son of President Abraham Lincoln, 
was serving as Secretary of War under 
President Chester A. Arthur at the time. 
Robert Lincoln would later be appointed as 
ambassador to the United Kingdom in 1889. 

Six distinguished generals gathered, 
including their host, at the memorable 

event. Among 
them, General 
William Tecumseh 
Sherman stood 
out as the most 
renowned military 
�gure in the nation 
following Ulysses 
S. Grant. Sherman, 
who had served as 
the commanding 
general of the U.S. 
Army since 1869, 
had stepped down 
from his top post 
just two months 
prior to the event 
in Quincy. �at 
summer, he was 

o�ered the chance to 
run for president on the 
Republican ticket. With 
characteristic candor, 
Sherman delivered his 
unforgettable response: 
"If nominated I will not 
run. If elected I will not 
serve." 

Railroad magnates 
such as John B. 
Carson, former head 
of the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Railroad, and 
Commodore Cornelius 
Garrison were among 
the most distinguished 
�gures of their era. 
Garrison, well known for 
his success in constructing 
and operating 
Mississippi 
steamboats 
as well as 
commanding 
large Paci�c 
sailing vessels, 
achieved notable 
prominence 
by serving as 
San Francisco's 
fourth mayor. 
A�er his tenure 
as mayor, he 
returned east to 
assume leadership 
of the Missouri 
Paci�c Railroad. 

�e wedding 
supper presented 
to the guests was a 
lavish a�air, featuring six varieties of game 
such as saddle of venison and bu�alo roast. 
�e feast also included oysters, turkey, beef, 
ham, an assortment of relishes, fresh salads, 
select wines from the General’s private cellar, 
and the ceremonial “Bride’s cake.” 

Guests were treated to an array of 
wedding gi�s displayed in an adjoining 
room, each item re�ecting the admiration 
and a�ection felt for the newlyweds. 
Highlights included a strikingly rare 
Doulton vase, an intricately cra�ed silver 
ice cream service, and a sparkling collection 
of silver spoons and forks. �e showcase 
also featured a handsome silver carver with 
a�er-dinner spoons and, most impressively, 
��een gleaming trays over�owing with 
elegant table silver. 

Among the many extravagant gi�s 
presented were an exquisite set of Dresden 
a�er-dinner china, a magni�cent candelabra, 
�ne paintings, ornate clocks, and an array 
of opulent vases. As the evening drew to 
a close, a rare bottle of 1793 vintage wine 

was retrieved from the General’s cellar and 
shared with the family, adding a �nal note 
of celebration. �e bridal party departed 
in style, boarding railroad magnate John 
Carson’s private rail car at the end of the 
festivities. �e bride’s gown, cra�ed by the 
renowned Madame Snow of Berneimers in 
Quincy, was a masterpiece of ivory white 
Lyons satin, featuring a full court train. �e 
dress was adorned with a Medici collar and 
sleeves delicately edged in Point de Venise 
lace, re�ecting both sophistication and 
timeless elegance. 

Boscobel was sold by Singleton in 1889, 
and tragically, it was destroyed by �re just 
a year later. Several decades a�er the loss 
of the original mansion, a new eight-room 
house was constructed atop the foundation 
of the once-grand 26-room residence. In 
the 1940s, the Dulaney family acquired 
the house along with a portion of the 
surrounding land. Even many years later, 
traces of the once expansive estate could still 
be found. Remnants of the orchard endured, 
with numerous pear trees, several peach 
trees, and a handful of surviving apple and 
cherry trees. �e spacious carriage barn 
remained and saw use as a storage facility, 
while the brick-lined cellar where Singleton 
once stored his distinguished wines 
persisted in the basement, a silent testament 
to the residence’s storied past. 

Boscobel, once the magni�cent home 
of General James Washington Singleton, 
stood as a powerful symbol of Quincy's rich 
social and political heritage. From its origins 
as an extraordinary estate that hosted 
national dignitaries and milestone family 
celebrations, to its eventual destruction 
and transformation, Boscobel’s legacy is 
preserved through the enduring stories, 
traditions, and heirlooms passed down by 
descendants. 

*Story modi�ed by Rob Mellon from an 
original story written by David Dulaney. 

Six distinguished generals 
gathered at the Singleton 
wedding. Among them, 
General William Tecumseh 
Sherman stood out as the 
most renowned military 
�gure in the nation 
following Ulysses S. Grant. 

James Singleton sold Boscobel in 1889 and much of the estate&#39;s 
prominence ended a�er a �re destroyed the mansion in 1890. 

Mark Twain famously 
referred to Singleton as 
“one of the farmer princes 
of Illinois” a�er spending 
a night at Boscobel in 
April 1867. 
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 S.E. Seger Wholesale Grocer, located on North 4th Street between Maine and Hampshire in downtown Quincy, stood one door west of the Tremont 
House. �e earlier Seger store on this site was destroyed by �re on July 28, 1860. �e exterior view shows the storefront with stacked crates and barrels 
along the sidewalk and several individuals posed in front, illustrating the active commercial character of the business.


